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1. WflAT THE MILLENNIUM WILL BE; 

2. WHEN IT WnX COMMENCE; 

3. HOW LONG rr WILL LAST; AND 

4. HOW IT WILL END. 
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Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come. Lord Jesas. 'Bev. sdi. ^ 
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A DIALOGUE BETWEEN THIS BOOK AND 

A CITIZEN. 

* 

Citizen, Well my little fellow^ wkat have yoa to say 
to us? 

Book. Plenty, sir, such as it ig. I am like Eiihu, fiill 
0f mattet. 

Cit. V\\ warrant there is something to pay-— Are ydxt 
j^ing to bring strange things to our ears, and to be a 
lietter forth of strange Gods? 

Book. I intend to tell you all about the Millennium. 
I am piping hot from the press; and you know the old 
proverb, '^The proof of the pudding is in eating it/^ 
You had better buy me, sir; you will not begrudge your 
inoney, once you ^read pie over careftilly; however, 1 ex- 
pect I will be like St. John's little book, sweet as honey 
in your mouth, and bitter in your belly. If you have a 
few cents to spare, here's at you. 

at. Do the people like you pretty well? 

Book. That is indeed a pretty question for a sensible 
aaan to ask. Do you regulate your taste by the taste of 
the people? However, I can tell you honestly, that sonde 
say I am a fine little book; others say, nay; but that I 
kave a devil, and am mad. Doctors differ you know. 
Indeed I heard a man say the other day, that even if 
some of the preachers would either buy or borrow roe, 
I might do them soihe good. You know that some of 
liiem have need of instruction as well as other people. 
He is a very wise man who knows every thing. 

Cit. Hold your tongue, you littk prattling rogue, and 
let the preachers alone;^ for if yw offend them with youi? 
impertinent gab, the rats anrd wice will eat you up before 
the people will buy you. Our preachers are counted 
very sensible men; and they have as mudh authority over 
the people as the Centurion of old had over his soidiers;^ 
the^ can say to one, go, and he goeth; and to another^ 
come, and he cometh; and to their servants, do this, and 



they do it. Therefore I advise you to hold your tongue^ 
and say nothing about them. 

Book. I think^ sir^ you had better hold your tongue 
too; for you are worse than I am. I remember very well 
what old Luther said^ — ^^^Every man is born with a Pope 
in his belly. ^^ Ah, air, if I had oidy come from the pen 
of some great man, who was rich, grand, and popular, 
and whose word is a law, I would not value tiie mice 
and rats; I would run over the country like fire in a Prai- 
rie, in a windy day. \ 

Cit.' What odds is it who the author of a book is, if 
he only tells the truth? A shepherd's dog may bark; and 
truth is truth, let who will tell it. And truth ought 
always to be believed^ and respected. 

Book. True enough, sir. But you know that truth 
has always had to cut its way through the world. And 
when a man gets angry, it is very often truth that offends 
him. 

Cit. But we are off the subject. Tell us what you 
intend to do. 

Book. Why, sir, you know I must promise pretty well 
at first; and then perform as well as I can. It would 
also look humble and modest for me to say ^^Through 
the help of God,'' so that if I should happen to make a 
bungle of it, I may have a chance of throwing the blame 
off myself. 

Cit. But you surely have no notion of telling lies, by 
promising every thing, and after all, performing nothing 
worth reading? 

Book. No, no; I will try my very best, a^ccording to 
my opportunity and abilities; and if I fail in my per^ 
formance, I will be found trying., 

Cit. Well, what do you promise to do? 

Book. Put on your spectacles, sir, and look at the title 
page, and you will see what I promise to do. — ^If I do 
all that is there stated, I hope sir, you will think that 
you have got double th^ worth of your money. 

Cit. (After reading the four articles in the title page.) 
I would surely wish to own and read such a book, pro- 
vided these subjects are treated in a masterly manner. 
And do you think you can perform all this, secundum 
artem? • 
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Book. I can try it, sir. Fortune favors the brave, you 
know. 

Cit. I suppose you go on a new plan; and you follow 
your own compass? 

Booh. No, sir, I followed th% Old Book. I let tlie 
prophets dictate, and all I had to do, was to follow them. 
It is true they led me through some rough places, but I 
scrabbled along as well as I could* 

Cit. The Old Book is a very good compass, I con- 
fess; but sometimes writers and preachers put their own 
magnet to the needle, and make it veer about according 
to their own notions. May be you have done so too. 
And, if you have, the Old Book has done you but little 
good. 

Booh. Well, sir, you are the doctor; buy a book and 
read it, and then you can judge for yourself. For a few 
cents, you may try me to the bottom. 

Cit. But I can borrow a book of my neighbor, and 
read at his expense. 

Booh. So you can, and many a one does so; and they 
who borrow books, often throw them about, and give 
them to their children, and blacken and tear them more 
in a few weeks, than the owner would do in twelve 
months. And I am afraid that a man who has not heart 
enough to buy a little book, would not have bottom enough 
in him to depend on his own judgment. 

Cit. I generally buy when I am able, and have a 
chance to do so. But we have a number of very learned, 
good old authors, who have told us already all about the 
Millennium, whose opinions have stood the test of ages, 
and you had better take care not to differ, in your notions, 
with those staunch old fellows who are so orthodox, and 
80 very learned. 

Booh. I am not disposed to differ from any body, un- 
less I am of a different opinion. Among imperfect men 
there will always be room for improvement; and I have 
no notion that wisdom will die with any of us. I care 
not^ow sensible, and learned, or how old any man is; 
only let me stand on his head, and little as I am, I can 
see farther than he can. 

* Cit. You must be a curious book, and I will take one 
any how. 

-BooAr. . Thank you, sir; and may GK)d bless you. 
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THE grand object which God has in view in all hfe 
works, is the manifestatioi^ of his glory. ConseqneQtly 
we must necessarily conclude, that whatever gives us the 
greatest display of the glory of God, is the greatest 
work of God. Tl^e creation exhibits the almighty pow- 
er, and the infinite knowledge and wisdom of the great 
author of our existence; but his justice, truth, and good- 
ness, and the infinite holiness and purity of his nature, 
are clearly revealed in his word, and es^hibited in all the 
requisitions of his will to manl^ind. 

But of all the works that God has ever performed, and 
made known to the children of n^en, the wonderful plan 
of redemption gives, by far, the greatest display of the 
glory of the Deity. God ae our Creator is great and 
glorious; but God as our Redeemer appears, in the plan 
of the gospel, infinitely amiable, and divinely excellent. 
To fallen spirits God must appear in all the grandeur of 
terrible majesty; but to a ransomed sinner he appears 
possessed of every thing that renders him divinely great, 
adorable, and lovely. Redeeming grace is a darling 
theme; it fills all heaven with astonishment; it Is the 
admiration of angels, and the iqexhaustible theme of all 
the ransomed sons and daughters of Adam. Jesus Christ 
is the darling of heaven, and the glory of the church,. 
He is the great Vehicle, or Medium, through whom the 
infinite glory of the invisible Deity is communicated to 
finite capacities; ^^in him dwelleth all the fullness of the 
godhead bodily , and he is the brightness of his Father's 
glory, and the express image of his person.'? 

Fvom the account which the scriptures give us, it evi- 
dently appears, that the supreme glory of the Deity is 
intimately connected with, and dependent on the media- 
torial glory of Christ. It is true, Gtid is essentially 
glorious independent of all his wtrks^ and of all the 
creatures he has ever formed. His essential glory con4 
sists in his being possessed of all perfection, and in the 
possession and contemplation of his divide perfections 



Jbi6 is iBfinitely happy^ and would have beeni so to 
eternity, even if he had never formed a creature.—- 
!Put what we mean by the glory of Grod, is what is 
Called his declarative glory, to wit, the exhibition of 
]ps divine perfections, which he is pleased to make 
to his intelligent creatures^ As God has seen fit to 
make himself known to his creatures, his glory required 
that he should make himself known to them as a God 
possessed of every excellence; otherwise he could not 
2|ppeai: glorious to them. Therefore, to manifest his 
powwr, he must perform powerful works; to show forth 
ftia wisdom, he must act wisely; to show his justice, he 
inust act justly; to show his truth, he must be fkithful to 
Jus v^rd; so likewise to show his benevolence and ten- 
der mercy to us guilty sinners, he must redeem us, and 
exercise his pardoning grace towards a lost and ruined 
iforld. But he must not contradict the principles of 
justice in showing mercy, for it would be unjust for him 
to do -so. if he is mercifdl to all, he must be just and 
i|ierciftil both, or he would tarnish his glory; because 
justice is the fundamental perfection of the Deity. God 
C(Ould be glorious without ever extending mercy; for there 
i^ no moral obligation on God to be merciful; but he could 
not be gloi^ous without being just, because there is a 
x^ioral obligation on every intelligent being ever to act 
justly; tiierefore, if God has any regard to the glory of 
l^s nam^, he mujft act forever, and in every resp^'t, ac- 
cqprding to the correct principles erf" justice and equity. 

Herein lies the grand mystery of the gospel, jand the 
mediatorial glory^ of Christ, that God can be just, and 
the justifier •f him tvho believetB in Jesus. It requii-ed *" 
wii^dom and power to create the World; it requires jus- 
tice and goodness to make the angels in heaven happy; 
it requiired justice and powwto expel t c sinning angels 
from heaven; it required justice and truth to expel Adam 
out of Paradise; but it required the combination of wis- 
do«i, power, justice, truth, goodness, love and boundless 
mercy and com^passion^ yea, we may say, it required the ' 
energy of all the perfections ot Deity, to redeem a sin- 
ner from defith. Hence with great propriety the heaven- 
ly host sung, at the Redeemer's birth, ^H?lory.to God in 
the highest;^' and Jesus said, "Now is the son of man 
^ogcifi^d^ and God is glorified in him— *Fath«r, the hour 
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fs comcj glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify 
thee:" and the apostle Paul eays, that ^^Ood gives us the 
light of the knowledge, of the glery of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ." 

Inasmach as the declarative glory of G-od depends 
principally on the glory of Christ as a Mediator, we are 
to consider what constitutes the mediatorial glory of the 
Hedeemer, which in such a peculiar manner displays the 
glory of the Deity, The glory of Christ as a Mediator, 
consists in two particular things. 1st. In what he faaa 
done, as the great Redeemer of his people. 2dly. In 
the glory and greatness of his church, aiid kingdom, as 
the grand consequence of the work of redemption, 

1. The fundamental glory of our Redeemer is the 
great atonement which he has made on the cross for the 
redemption of sinners. The death of Christ is the foun-" 
dation of his kingdom, and the ground work of all his 

■y, and of the glory of his church. There- 
says, (Is.liii. 10 — 12) "Because he hath 
ioul unto death, he shall see his seed, he 
is days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall 
hand. He shall- see the travail of his 
. be satisfied. Therefore will I divide 
him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil 
with the strong." \nd ttin\ says, {Phil. ii. 8—11) 
'^He bumbled himself and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross; therefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above every name; that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, and every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." And 
in Heb. ii. 9. he says, "We see Jesus, who was made a 
little lower than the angels, for the suifering of death, 
crowned with glory and honor." Christ was glorious in 
his resurrection, and in his ascension, and he is glorious 
in being forever seated on the right hand of Gt»d; in bis 
making continual intercession for his people, and in his 
having made ample provision for the complete salvation 
of his church. 

2. The glory of Christ consists in the respectability of 
his church. If the church were a trifling, degraded, or 
disrespectable object, and if it were to continue to be so, 
even far inferior to the kingdoms of the world, or the 



9 

kingctom of Satan^ it would be an eternal disgrace to the 
cross of Christy and an everlasting discredit to the plan 
of the gospel. Christ is the head of the church; and 
Inake the church inglorious^ and you make the head of 
the church inglorious also; so that Christ can never be 
glorious in what he has done> and is still doings unless 
the church become glorious, which is the grand object of 
all his sufferings. If, therefore, Christ would become 
^ glorious through the gospel, he must make his church 
glorious 4 

We are next to consider wherein the glory of the 
church consists. The church is glorious internally, and 
externally. The internal glory of the church consists in 
the grand and solid foundation on which she is built« 
Christ crucified is hfer foundation, and her eternal honor. 
2. In the^ greatness of that salvation which is conferred 
on guilty sinnersi '8. In the justifying and sanctifying 
effects of divine grace on the hearts of all the subjects 
of true faith in Christ. 4. In the rich and free overtures 
of salvation to a lost \vorid, who hear the gospeL 5. 
She is glorious in having the word of God as the stan« 
dard of her faith, government, and practice^ and in hav- 
ing the administration of the ordinances, and institutions 
of the gospel ot Christ* 6. She is glorious in the grace 
and power of the Spirit of Christ accompanying the word 
and ordinances of the gospel, to the conversion of sin- 
ners, and to the nourishment and edification of the chil- 
dren of God» *7. She is glorious in the constant care> 
Jind kind protection of heaven, in condtictirig and sup- 
porting her Under trials^ dangers, and persecutions, and 
preserving her from becoming a prey to Satan> and the 
kicked world* 8* She is glorious iti possessing and 
enjoying all the promises of the word of God, both as to 
the establishment of christians in the hope and comfort 
of the gospel, and also as to the fhture glory of the 
kingdom of Christ. And in the last place, the comfort, 
peace, and joy, of believers, through life, their hope and 
^ 1 consolation in the hour of death, the glorious hope of a 
blessed resurrection at the last day, and the divine pros- 
pect of immortality and eternal happiness in heaven for- 
ever, is, and has always been the boast, and the glory ot 
the Redeemer's kingdom. 

These are glorious things indeed, and these things 
may well be said to constitute the internal, or essentinl 

2 
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glory of the church of Christ, and will forever reBdet 
the kingdom of "the Redeemer glorious in the sight of 
God, and in the eyes of all AVho love, and. pray* for the 
"ivelfare of Zion. 

But, secondly, the chucch is not only internally glori- 
ous, but she also has an external glory, which she claims 
of her Lord and Redeemer, according to the promises 
and predictions of his word; of which she has, as yet, 
enjoyed but a very small part; but Christ must give her 
the whole, in due time, according to his word, in order 
to support and maintain bis own glory in the eyes of the 
church, and in the eyes of the world. This glory con- 
sists in magnitude, extent, numbers, and duration* Ev- 
ery candid man who is at all acquainted with the Bible 
must know that all these things are promised to the 
church; and every man with the least honesty must ac- 
knowledge that the church has never enjoyed these things 
in any degree that is up to the evident meanmg of the 
prophecies of God. Compared with the world, compared 
w ith eai'thly kingdoms and empires, and especially com- 
pared with the kingdom of Satap, the church has never 
been either extensive or numerous^ nor has she ever been 
respectable in the world. The church has had four 
seasons of special favor, and what we call her glorious 
times; to wit, the time of the apostles, the time of -Con- 
Btantine the great, the time of the reformation from popery, 
and the present time. We admit indeed that these times 
are long to be remembered; yet with all, they are, and 
have been, for the most part, miserable times, in many 
respects. The apostles bad to wade through bloody 
persecution every step, and to purchase every inch of 
ground they gained at the expense of their lives. The 
reformers had to do the same. In the days of Constan- 
tine the church enjoyed peace it is true; but she was al- 
most carried away with the dismal flood of error and 
delusion, which the Serpent cast out of his mouth, to 
overwhelm her, and instead of being an honor to Christ 
she became a nursery of popish principles, which 
grew so fast that in the course of a little more than two 
centuries afterwards the Pope of Rome began to sway 
his ghostly sceptre over the christian world, and drove 
the woman into the wilderness, where she has remained 
to this day. As to the ^iresent time, the clmrch has on- 
joyed the longest, and the greatest season of peace that 
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slie ever did in i!ie 'world. In our liappy country sbe U 
iel't to enjoy liberty of coi irotected by 

tiie laws of tlic land. Ye ill mourniii:; 

every day; she dwells wl is, and tin- 

Bi^vil Ima his «m)iire arou g her mem- 

bers tiierc are few, compa! who are the 

true disfiples of CJirist; a jmtlic privi- 

leges of the gospel less than they do the mules of buv- 
den, or the dug!s of the chase. O, my tiod! is tliis tli<i 
glory of Zion? No: When the time to favor her is cotuk 
kini^s and queens sljall bow before iter, and lick the verij 
dust of her feet. 

It is true we are not to despise the dny of small thing?; 
the churcli's glgry is yet before her; all the promisps <)r 
God are in her favor; and m'o must wait with patienci' 
tilt litiliveranre come out of Zion. It is not for us to pry 
into the councils of heaven, or to pretend to scan th»' 
dispensations of Providence; we pretend not to say why 
God, in his inHnite wisdom, has permitted Satan to roigu 
over the whole world for nearly six thousand years, and 
has suflered his church to languish in disgrace, anil 
affliction; but so it has been; our eyes have seen it, and 
our ears have heard it. But confiding in tbe wisdom, 
justice, goodness, and faithfulness of heaven, we know 
that he acts for his glory, and for the greatest benefit. 
and the highest honor of his church. Ue got a great 
name by bringing the children of Israel out of a deplora- 
ble state of bondage, and Israel was greatly honored by 
it, and the songs of the church to this day celebrate the 
wonders which God performed by the hand of Moses. 
Ani there is no doubt but the song of the Lamb will be 
a glorious response to the song of Moses, when Christ 
shall deliver his church from the cruel tyranny of Satan 
and the Pope of Home. (See Rev. xv. 1 — 4.) 

From the view that we have taken ■ttf the chnrch, and 
from the view which the promises of God give us of her 
future glory, we conclude that although the church has 
waded through nearly six thousand years of affliction, 
and has marked her footsteps through the wilderness with 
blood, until she has almost forgotten the promised time 
of her deliverance; yet the time of her nuptials will soon 
come. Her glorious Bridegroom will soon mount his 
white horse,- and he vill come in faithfulness, truth anil 
righteousness to the destruction of the kingdom of Satan, 



and he and aflHcted bride 

with g] This happy time is 

called important period of 

the cbi ittention, 

la d t, we will inquire: 

I. ^ 
u. 

m. How long it will last; and 
^y. How it will end. 



WHAT WILL THE MILLENNIUM BE? 

We now proceed to inquire what the Millenniam wilt 
be. , _ 

This is a very important inqniry indeed, and truly in- 
teresting to the church, and tw all -the world. In the 
three first centuries of the christian church, the doctrine 
of the Millentiium was embraced with avidity, and re- 
lied upon with great confidence. During the prosperity 
of the church, in the time of Constantine the great, and 
some of his successors, there was ao much empty trash, 
and such a medley of whiinsical fancies attached to this 
doctrine, that it fell into discredit, and became an object 
of ridicule; and, finally, the Pope of Rome, when he ' 
came to the chair of St. Peter, discarded the notion of 
the Millennium altogether, as opposed to his diabolical 
kingdom. At the time of the reformation this doctrina 
revived again, and has been believed in the protestant 
churches ever since. It is to be lamented that too many 
Inen of fruitful invention and fanciful imagination have, 
in all ages' of the cliurch, brought the glorious doctrine 
' of the Millennium into disrepute, by their wild enthusi- 
astic notions, and unpty theories, and exposed to ridi- 
cule and reproach, that honorable state of the church, 
which, ^cording to the genuine sense of the word of 
God, will be the superlative excellence of Zion, and the 
most exalted glory of the kingdom of Christ; ja this 
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ivrofld. But, as Mr. Lewman well observes, ^^f we 
take care to apply the prophecies in an easy and natural 
«ense, we will rectify the mistakes, and prevent the dan- 
gerous errors, that some may have fallen into, by indulg- 
ing: too far an unreasonable fancy and ungrounded ima- 
gination; and the true MiU^^'^ium will -te very far from 
fui unreasonable doctrine, or a dangerous enthusiasm.'^ 

The Millennium will undoubtedly be the supreme glo- 
ry of the kingdom of Christ; it will be all important to 
the church, and to the human race; and in all probability 
it is now so near at hand, that the whole world of man- 
kind ought to turn their attention to it as a matter of uni- 
versal concern. There is no man on earth l)ut is, and 
ought to be, interested in this subj^ci. Pagans, Mahom- 
etans, Jews, and Christians, are all deeply interested, 
and eveui Deists and Atheists themselves, with all their 
infidelity, will find before very long, that Jesus Christ, 
their despised Gralilean, will come in the glory of his 
gospel, when every knee shall bow to him, and every 
tongue confess, to the glory of God the Father. We live 
now in the time of the reign of Satan; and, excepting the 
poor, afflicted, and despised church of Christ, the whole 
race of Adam since the fall has been held under the do- 
minion and control of the old Serpent; alKd.vnll continue 
so until Satan is bound in the bottomless pit. Christ 
has permitted the Devil to reign for nearly six thousand 
years, and has permitted him to bruise his heel, until his 
church has stained the world vrith her bloody footsteps, 
wading through Satan's dominions, constantly pursued 
and harrassed with every species of distress and perse- 
cution. While the strong man armed keepeth his palace 
his goods are in peace; but a stronger than Ae, we hope, 
will'soon come upon him, and overcome him, and take 
his armor from him, and divide the spoil. 

Upon the whole, we have reason and good grounds 
from the word of God to conclude, that there is a time 
approaching which will be an honor to Christ, to the gos- 
pel, and to the church, when Satan's kingdom shall be 
destroyed and the kingdom of Christ shall be glorious 
over all the world, and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of God. On this grand subject, which re- 
lates to futurity, we must entirely depend on the prophets 
for all our information; and we ought to be careful to 
^ve the prophedes a modest, fair, and cajidid meaning, 



lest we intrude upon the world by introducing our own 
va^e, and uuautborized opinions, instead of what is pre- 
dicted bj the Spirit of truth. We will now take a view 
of some of those general prop|iecies of scripture which 
state the fundamental principles on which the church \9 
founded, and Qn the fullilment of which her future great- 
ness and glory depend. In Gen. iii. 15. we have the 
ilrst promise, and the lirst revelation of the gospel that 
ever was given to a fallen world. "And I will put en- 
ten thee and the woman, and between thy seed 
ed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
heel." The seed of the woman is Jesus 
o was born of a virgin, having been miracu- 
;eived, and not begotten by natural generation: 
tfore not the seed of the man, but of the wo- 
i not being a covenant head, her seed,' which 
Avas Christ, was born out of the limits of the broken co- 
venant, and consequently he was horn in a state of per- 
fect innocence. (Luke i. 35. compared with Heb. vii. 26 
—28. and 1 Pet. i. 19.) In Christ, all who ever will be 
saved, are comprehended as his spiritual seed; and Christ 
is hi-re spoken of as the head of his church, and as one 
with Ids church. Christ in this capacity or character is 
said to bruise the Serpent's head, and the Serpent is said 
to bruise his heel. The Serpent is the Devil, or Satan, 
taken in connection with all tbe wicked in every age and 
nation of the world, who will be lost; these wicked men 
are the Serpent's seed, who, with Satan, as their head, 
are always at enmity with, and opposed to Christ and 
bis church, and they will bruise the heel of Christ as the 
head of the church, and representative of his people. 

It is evident that in tbis text, Christ, and Satan are 
represented as competitors for a kingdom. Satan had 
involved Adam and his posterity in a state of rebellion 
against God, and .brought them under bis dominion; — 
Christ, the seed of the woman, is engaged in tbis pro- 
mise to deliver them from the fatal dominion of the Ser- 
pent, and to reinstate them in the favor of God, and bring 
them back again to a state of obedience to their Creator. 
It is engaged in this promise, that Satan's Head shall be 
bruised, or wounded, which means, that Christ will 
mortally wound bim, dethrone him, and put him dowu) 
and take his kingdom from him; and bring mankind into 
subjection to God. But it is stated also tbat a remnant 
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of mankind^ should be lost, wWch is called the seed of 
th0 Serpent; but this remnant will be very small, anfl 
only sufficient to injure the cause and kingdom of Christ 
in a very small degree, such as a bruise or wound on the 
hee^l, which does not affect the life, and is eventually but 
very little inconvtoience to the body. Thus it is plain , 
from the stateQient of this text, which exhibits the whole 
plan of the gospel, in miniature, that a very small injury 
will be received by the fall, and that a very small rem- 
nant of mankind will be Tost through the wicked exer- 
tions of Satan to destroy them; and with all his malevo- 
lent opposition to Christ and his cause, the church will 
only receive a little bruise on her heel, and mankind will 
be genea*ally brought into the glorious kingdom of the 
seed of the woman. 

We may further observe, that the doctrine of universal 
redemption is evidently contradicted in this text; because 
the seed of thiB Serpent will forever be at enmity with 
Christ and the gospel, and will be lost; their numbeV will 
be but few; yet there will be enough to bruise the heel of 
Christ, and to contradict the doctrine of the universal 
restoration of all men. The reader will also notice that 
generally speaking, all the promises after this, speak in 
round terms, without any exception^ but this is the ori- 
ginal, and the radical promise of the gospel, in which 
there is expressly stated a small exception to the univer- 
sal effect of the gospel among mankind, and admits of a 
$mall remnant as the seed of the Serpent, and this ex- 
ception must be carried through the whole of the promises 
with respect to the universality of Christ^s kin'^dom, as 
this is the original ground on which all the promises are 
made. 

Christ's bruising the Serpent's head, and the Serpent's 
bruising Christ's heel, are generally applied to Christ, 
and Satan, individually, and personally, when Christ 
died on the cross. It is thought, that he then bruised 
the head of the Serpent; and that the Serpent bruised 
Ids heel. ^A:nd it is indeed virtually true that Christ did 
Jbruise the Serpent's head on the cross, by making a com- 
plete atonement for sin; but it is not true in^fact. By 
making the atonement, he prepared the effectual weapon 
by which Satan will be defeated; but it is by the appli- 
cation of the atonemept that 'us bead will be broken. If 
the death of Christ were not applied for the salvation of 
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the electa l^atan would still hold his dominion; but ike 
application of the atonement by faith to sinners^ is what 
will destroy his kingdom, and braise hier head. ThuiJ 
we clearly see, that although Christ has been crucifledy 
and the effectual weapon fully prepared, the Serpent's 
head is not yet bruised, for Satan still reigns over the' 
world; and he could still say, consistent with truth, asr 
he once said to Christ, ^^All the kingdoms of the world 
are given to me.'' (Luke iv. 5, 6.) The application of 
Salvation to a few, would no more defeat Satan, than the 
taking of a few prisoners from the Macedonian phalanx 
would have defeated Alexander the great. Christ has nev- 
er yet done any thing, but prepare the effectual weapon, 
(to wit, the atonement) and took a few prisoners from 
Satan; he has bruised his heel, but he has not yet touched 
his head; Satan reigns over the world still (except a lit- 
tle flock,) with infernal triumph and glory. 

The triumph of Satan oveT the world would truly be 
ira fatal stroke on Christ's bead, and all that the gospel 
has yet done in the world, would be only a bruise on the 
Serpent's heel, were it not for the Millenniuni. But the 
vast glory of the gospel in the latter day, and the univer- 
sal triumph of the cross over the whole world for a thou- 
sand prophetic years will effectually turn the scale. It 
will level the stroke against the very head of the Serpent, 
and Christ in the glorious conquest of his church over 
mankind, will only suffer a small loss of a few of the 
fallen race of Adam, to wit, the seed of the Serpent^ 
whom his sovereign council consigned over to destruc- 
tion, as an awful warning to the Universe, of the fatal 
effects of rebellion against the government of God. This^ 
small retrenchment, appointed for wise reasons, no doubt, 
as a petty set-off from the universal restoration of the 
fallen race, operates on the church as a bruise on the 
heel, in consequence of the effects of that enmity, spite, 
and malice, that will forever exist between the seed of 
the Serpent and the seed of the woman. The cause of 
Christ, his church, and kingdom, has been iSuffering in 
the world, for nearly six thousand years, and will suffer 
until the Millennium commences, and until then Satan 
will reign in triumph. Pagans, Papists, Mahometans, 
Jews (in their present statej and infidels, and wicked 
men of every description, are all engaged in the Serpent's 
cause, and the poor degraded little flock of Christ has to 
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go daily in sackcloth and suffer all the obloquy and scorn 
that the seed of the Serpent can cast upon them. Good 
God! were it not that this glorious promise is to be ful- 
filled in. the destruction of Satan's kingdom^ our adora- 
ble Redeemer^ and his glorious cause would suffer eter-* 
nal disgrace and infamy; and the Serpent^ and his cursed 
cretv would triumph over the world in spite of all the 
blood of the cross. But let the church only wait a few 
years longer (and I believe it will be only a few) and she 
will be clothed in her nuptial robes^ and her glorious 
Bridegroom will assume his exalted prerogative as King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords; then shall she know what 
is meant by these emphatical words ^^The seed of the 
woman shall bruise the head of the Serpent.'^ 
. From this original promise we pass on to the promise 
which God made to Abraham. Gen. xii, 8. ^^And in 
ihee shall all families of the earth be blessed.'^ In chap, 
xxii. 18w this promise, or covenant^ was confirmed to 
Abraham by an oath. ^^By myself have I sworn, saith' 
the Lord, (v. 16.) that in blessing I will bless thee — ^and 
in thy $eed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.'' 
This promise was renewed to Isaac, chap. xxvi. 4. ^^n 
thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. 
^t was again renewed to Jacob, chap, xxviii. 14. ^^n 
thee, and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth 
be blessed." This remarkable promise was a special 
part of that noble covenant which God made with Abra- 
ham,, which was the foundation of the Jewish churchy 
^nd by which Abraham was constituted the father of the 
iiatioa of Israel, and the spiritual father of all believers. 
It is evident from the construction of St. Paul, (Gal. iii. 
16. ) ttwbt Abraham's seed was Christ. Therefore, the 
promi^ is, not only that Abraham should be the progeni- 
tor of Christ, but also, that all the families of the earth 
should be blessed in Christ. This is a very extensive 
promise indeed; David alludes to this promise in Psalm 
Ixxii. 17. ^^His natne shall endure forever — as long as 
the sun; and men (or rather, aU families and nations) 
shall be blessed in him; all nations shall call him bless- « 
ed.'^ To this covenant there is an allusion in Jer. xxxi. 
1, ^^At the same time, saith the Lord, will I be the God 
of all the families of Israel and they shall be my peo- 
ple.'^ To this covenant St. Peter alludes in Acts iii. 25^ 
^6. .an4 also St. Paul in Gal. iii. 8, 9, 14—18. and in 
Horn. iv. 3 



18 

It is very evidetit that according to the promise of this 
covenant, Jesus Christ vi^ill be a blessing to all the na- 
tions, and families of the earth; and that the blessing of 
the Messiah is not to be confined to the nation of Israel; 
but it is to be extended over the whole race of Adam. 
What shall we say? will the blessings of the gospel of 
Christ bb extended to all mankind, both Jews and Gen- 
tiles, without exception? No; but the exception will be 
comparatively so few and trifling that it is considered as 
not worth naming. General rules mostly admit of ex- 
ceptions, but they are so small that they are not counted 
worthy of being mentioned, 80 we say, that mankind 
is a race of rational intelligent beings; so they are gene- 
rally, but not universally; there is a small number of 
lunaticks and idiots among them, yet the general rule 
holds good. So it is said of Sennacherib's army ^^ When 
they arose early in the morning behold, they were all 
dead men/^ That is, the most of them were dead, a 
few of them remained, and fled to Ninevah. (2 Kingd 
xix. 35.) On this same principle IVfatthew and Mart 
say that all the disciples forsook Jesus and fled, when 
he was betrayed; yet it appears (Johnxviii. 15, 16) that 
John and Peter did not forsake him. Jacob prophesied 
that the sceptre should not depart from Judah till Shiloh 
would come; (Gen. xlix. 10.) yet there was an exceptioa 
of seventy years of the Babylonish captivity, when Ju- 
dah was governed by the kings of Babylon. God said 
to Noah ^^Seed time and harvest shall not cease while 
the earth remaineth;^^ yet there has been several instances 
of drought and famine in several parts of the earth; yet 
the promise generally stands good. The evangelist John 
says Christ came to his own, and his own received him 
not; that is, the generality of the Jewish nation ^id not 
receive him, but a few of them did. He also said, the 
whole world lieth in the wicked one; (Greek) vet Christ^s 
little flock is an exception. Christ said '' Ind T, if I be 
lifted up, will draw all men unto me." The <^eed of the 
Serpent are excepted. When Jesus came riding into 
Jerusalem amidst the hosannahs >f the nuUil^^ude, ^he 
Pharisees said ^^Perceive ye how you nrevail nothing? 
behold the world is gone after him. '^ aT'ib chief )riftsts^ 
and the lawyers, and scribes, and the m-*^nS'*rs of the 
Sandhedrim, were exceptioi^ to thi^ gener:il rule. "\ ?o 
the way of all the earth,'' said ?>iir5(l; vet Saock and 
Elijah are exceptions. See also Heb. ix, 27. 
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I could easily enumerate hundreds of such instances, 
as they are verj common, both in the scriptures, and in 
common language; and indeed I have been a little more 
particular on this point, because it i^ to be feared, that 
many texts of scripture are entirely misunderstood by 
divines, and commentators, through inattention to this 
important circumstance. 

We now return to the subject of God's promise to 
Abraham. Christ will be a blessing to all the families 
and nations of the earth. This must be true, as a gene- 
ral rule; and the exception must be comparatively so 
small, that it will not affect the truth of such a general 
promise to all the race of Adam. The truth is, we have 
a right to admit the exception stated in the first original 
promise, on which this, and all the other promises are 
founded; and accordii^g to the statement; in the tirst pro> 
mise, as we have already seen, none but the seed of the 
Serpent can be excepted,, and this is so trifling, that it 
is compared to a slight bruise on the heel. Therefore, 
excepting this, (for we dare go no farther) Christ will be 
a blessing to the whole race of Adam« 

But Satan has been reigning now nearly six thousand 
years, and all the vastly numerous generations of the 
world are lost, of course, excepting only the little flock 
of Christ, the scattering few who have travelled the nar- 
row way, and have found the strait gate. This is an 
undoubted fact. Consequently this very circumstance, 
Jiwful as it is, does, wheji taken in connection with these 
promises of God, mofet effectually demonstrate and es- 
tablish the truth of the Millennium. This Millennium 
must ^ome so soon, and last so long, and be so univer- 
sally glorious, as to save so many of mankind that all the 
loss that has yet been sustained, or that ever will be sus- 
tained, shall be no more than bruising the heel, when 
compared with breaking the head. It also clearly shows 
us what the Millennium must be. It must, by a neces- 
sary consequence, be a glorious time of saving innume- 
arable multitudes of sinners; otherwise there would be 
more sinners lost than saved, and this circumstance could 
never fulfil these promises of God. God cannot be true^ 
unless Christ wiU bruise the head of the Serpent, and 
this is not done by dying on the cross, but . by applying 
the merits of his death to the salvation of sinners, and 
that jMt to a few jsinnars; but to so many as to dethrone 
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Satau^ and take his kingdom from him. God cannot be 
true, unless Christ becomes a blessing to all the familieal 
of the earth, excepting only the seed of the Serpent, to 
bruise his heel. But how can Christ become a blessing 
to sinners? Not by killing them and sending them to hell; 
but by saving them from hell and taking them to heaven. 
Christ came not to destroy men^s lives, but to save them^ 
he did not come to judge the world, or to condemn the 
world, but to save the world. For him to destroy men's 
lives, for him to judge, and condemn the world, would 
not be a blessing to the families of the earth, but a curse; 
and consequently, by being a curse, instead of a blessing, 
he would contradict instead of fulfil his promise to Abra- 
ham. Therefore the Millennium must be a most glorious 
time of the gospel proclaiming salvation to the ends of the 
earth, and extending the kingdom of Christ all over the 
habitable globe. 

In John xii. 32. Christ said ^^And I, if I be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all men unto me.'' The evi- 
dent sense is this; the death of Christ is the only ground 
of the salvation of mankind. Therefore, in consequence 
of the death that he was about to suffer for sinners, he 
said that he would by the influences of his gospel, draw 
the world of sinners (except as above, for that is as far 
as we dare go) to believe on him to the saving of their 
sQuls. We, therefore, see that this declaration of our 
Lord is predicated exactly on the very ground of the ori- 
ginal promise to Adam, and the promise to Abraham. 
And we are obliged, on the veracity of God's word, to 
say, that the whole world of mankind, generally speak- 
ing, with a comparatively small exception, will be drawn 
to Christ, and partake of the benefits of his death. 

The apostle John says, (1 John iii. 8.) on this same 
prittcip^, and alluding to these original promises, ^^The 
Son of God was manifested, for this purpose, that he 
might destroy the works of the Devil." What was the 
special design of Christ's coming into the worlds and 
dying on the cross? It was to destroy, dissolve, nullify, 
or bring to nought, the works of the Devil; to wit, to 
bruise the Serpent's head; to turn the curse into a bless- 
ing on all the families of the earth; to ^^^^w all men from 
under the dominion of Satan, to God, that they might 
obtain salvation by faith in him. What are the works 
pf the Devil? The fall of Adam, and all the dismal coa^ 
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sequences of the fall; the sedoctiou of ^all mankiud from 
the govemmeiit of God^ their bondage to sin and Satan^ 
guilty pollution and eternal ruin and misery, are, all the 
works ef the Devil. Jesus, the Son of God, came io 
destroy and counteract them, and deliver mankind from 
these horrible eflfects of the intrigues and delusions of th(5 
wicked one. This must be done, or St. John is a liar^ 
(as he says) and Christ will fail in effecting the grand 
object of his coming into the world. But this has never 
yet been done; for the whole world, to this day, lieth in 
wickedness, excepting only a comparative few, who have 
been prevailed upon by the power of divine grace to em- 
brace the gospel. 

The commission of the apostles has been fulfilling ever 
since the day of Pentecost; but it has never yet been ful- 
filled, but in a very trifling degree. Matt. xxviii.l9, 20. 
^^Qro ye, therefore, teach all nations;^^ [matheteusate 
PANTA TA ethne] bring all the n?^tions into a church 
state; or into theological societies, ^^Br ptiz ing them,'^ ^c. 
^^Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I com- 
mand you," Mark xvi. 15. ^^Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature." Pase te ktisei; 
to the whole creation, or to the whole world. Paul's 
commission to the Grentiles was very grand and explicit. 
Acts xxvi. 18. ^^To open their eyes, and to turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God; that they may receive forgivenness of sins, and an 
inheritance among them who are sanctified by faith that 
is in me." These commands were given to the apostle.*; 
and their successors to the end of the world, and Christ 
promised to be with them [eos tes sunteleias tou 
Aioiios,] even to ike consummation of time. The apostles 
began their career on the day of Pentecost, and spared 
neither expense, labor, trouble, danger, persecution, nor 
even the shedding of their blood, in fulfilling their im- 
portant commission. Nearly eighteen hundred years 
have been spent in preaching the gospel^ since Christ as- 
cended to glory, and yet nothing like the one ijuarter of 
the world is christianized to this day. It is supposed 
that there are nearly eight hundred millions of people on 
the earth at the present time, and the one half of them 
are Pagans; the rest are Mahometans, Jews, and Chris- 
tians. The Mahometans are worshippers of the impos- 
tor Mahoniet, and are upwards of a hundred millions in 
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number. The Jews are violent enemies to Christ and 
the gospel, and are very numerous; and even counting 
Papists who are worshippers of the Virgin Mary, and 
the images of angels, an! canonized saints; and counting 
the Greek churches in Asia, who are very little better, 
there are but two hundred millions of christians in the 
nvorld. But when we deduct the Roman Catholicks, and 
the Greek churches, and all formal professors among the 
Protestants, from the number of the disciples of Christy 
the number will be reduced to a little flock indeed, when 
compared to Satan's kingdom. 

But according to the commission of our Lord, the whole 
world is to be evangelized, and brought into a church 
state. This has never been done, nor any thing like it. 
Yet it must be done, or the apostles, ai^d ministers of 
Christ, even with Christ with them to the end of the 
world, must fail of fulfilling their commission. What is 
the matter? Is Christ, who has the hearts of aH flesh i^ 
his hand, not able to conquer Satan, and convert the 
world? It is plain that the only reason why the whole 
world is not converted to Christianity is, the time is not 
yet come. But it must come, and it will come, or Christ's 
commission to evangelize the world will be a mere bra- 
vado, and would bring to our recollection the man wha 
began to builij and was not able to finish. But it may 
be said, that the gospel has been preached in all the dif- 
ferent quarters of the earth. So it has; but wb^-i great 
things has it done, comparatively speaking? A number 
of churches have been planted, and a number of souls 
saved, it is true; but has all Asia, Africa, Europe, and 
America been converted to God? Has the gospel convert-, 
ed the Jews? Has it converted the Pagans? No; ^ot the 
twentieth man of them! Has it converted the Ma^homet- 
ans? No; but the Mahometans have, in a great degree,, 
converted the Christian church, and turned their temples 
into Mahometan Mosques! Has it converted the Papists? 
A few of them were converted in the time of the refor- 
mation. Has it converted the American Indians? Qas 
it converted many of the. one million five hundred thou- 
sand slaves in America? Alas! how little has the gospel 
done in the world, these eighteen hundred years; and is 
this all the ground that true religion has gained on . the 
kingdom of Satan now for nearly six thousand year&^ 
and after such pompous promises too? Surely, surely^ 
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there must be a Millennium coining, and a glorious one 
for the salvation of poor miserable sinners! The misera- 
ble state of the world calls for it, if God has any com- 
passion in him for helpless sinners; the state of the church 
calls for it, if Christ has merit enough in his blood to 
save a guilty world; the promises of God call for it, if 
there is truth and power enough in him to fulfil his word; 
yea, the dignity of the cross, the honor of Christ, and 
the glory of God, all require it. Therefore we may with 
confidence rely upon it, that the time is fast approaching 
when Christ will completely bruise the Serpent's head, 
and overturn his whole kingdom, and set up his gospel 
kingdom, and extend his dominion over the whole world, 
and proclaim salvation to the ends of the earth; and when 
in him, according to his promise, all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed. 
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Commentators have given us different opinions about 
the Millenium. Dr. Burnet, Bishop Thomas Newton, 
Mr. Spalden, and some others, say, that Christ, at the 
commencement of the Millennium, will literally descend 
from heaven, and dwell with his church personally on 
earth, and that he will raise the bodies of all the mar- 
tyrs and saints from the dead, who, with the saints that 
will be found alive, will constitute the kingdom of Christ 
during the thousand years of his reign here below. They 
also think that the wicked will not then be raised, and 
that all the wicked on earth shall be slain, to make roon^ 
for the righteous, who will be raised from the dead. 
The resurrection of the martyrs they call the first resur- 
rection. The second resurrection, they say, will be th6 
resurrection of the wicked, when the thousand years will 
be finished, and Satan will be loosed out of his prison; 
and some of them also say that the gospel will cease, 
and ail the means of grace, and offers of salvation will 
be at an end, at the commencement of the Millennium. 
Dr. Whytby, Mr. Lawman, Dr. Scott, Dr. Doddridge, 
and inany others, are of a different opinion. They think 
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thai Christ will not descend personally on earth, nor reign 
literally over his church by his visible or corporeal pre- 
sence, during the thousand years of the Millennium, n^r 
will the dead bodies of the martyrs and saints be literally 
raised from the dead: But that Christ will reign in his 
church by his spiritual influences accompanying his gos- 
pel in a very powerful, and extraordinary degree; and 
that the whole world will be converted to Christianity, 
and the ends of the earth will see the salvation of God, 
&c. Those who advocate a literal descent of Christ and 
a literal resurrection of the saints and martyrs, &c. found 
their sentiments on a literal construction of Rev. xx. 4 
— 1. On this solitary passage this strange hypothesis 
depends; we will therefore examine it carefully, and see 
whether it affords solid and suflBcient ground for such att 
opinion. 

"I saw the souls of them who were beheaded for the 
witness of Jesus, and for the word of Grod, and who had 
not worshipped the beast,*' &c. — ^^and they lived, and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the rest of 
the dead lived not again until the thousand years were 
iinished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and, 
holy is he who hath part in the first resurrection; on such 
the second death hath no power — and they shall reign 
with him a thousand years. And when the thousand 
years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his pri- 
son.'^ To the idea of the souls of the martyrs living and 
reigning with Christ, they add several passages in the- 
21st chapter to prove the literal descent of Christ from 
heaven to dwell with his saints on earth. Verse 3d. 
^^Behold the tabernacle of God is -with men, and he will 
dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God 
himself shall be with them, and be their God.'^ See 
also verse 22d and 23d, and chap. xxii. 5. 

First, we are to take notice that there are two kinds of 
dead men spoken of in this passage; one is the martyrs 
who were slain for the word of God; the other kiud is 
(hoi loipoi) the rest of the dead. This remnant we find 
in chap. xix. 21. ^^And the remnant (hoi loipoi) were 
slain with the sword of him who sat upon the horse.'*' 
Thus we see that the martyrs were slain by their perse- 
cutors; and the persecutors were slain by Christ in over- 
throwing the beast and the false prophet. John saw the 
souls of one of these kinds of dead persons living wji 
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{hing for a 80ul to live when the body is dead; but it 
would be a v^ry incredible thing to see a soul 4hat never 
dies rising from the dead^ and out of the grave. But to 
say that to see a soul of a man livings means that his body 
was raised from the dead is truly begging the question 
too barefacedly for an honest man either to say, or be- 
lieve when it is said. And if I were to attempt to prove 
the resurrection of the body, by the living of the soul, 
I would not Expect to succeed with men of good sense 
ii^nd sound reasons John saw the aoula of the martyrs 
living with Christ, not their bodies. Where then is there 
jproof for a corporeal resurrection? There is not a single 
syllable said about their bodies rising, unless We under- 
stand the 30ul to m^an the body; but this would require 
proof. Thus this part of their theory falls to the ground. 

^^But the rest of the dead lived not,^^ &c. This sen- 
lence is evide^tly an illipsis,^ and according to the rules 
t)f grammar it reads in full thus: ^^But the souls of the 
rest of the dead.'^ John is now speaking of the other 
class i>f dead persons, to wit, the persecutors, who were 
^lain by the sword of Christ. Had he seen the bodies 
of the martyrs living, and then said, the rest of the dead 
Jived not, we would have to understand him' as saying, 
ibe bodies of the rest of the dead. But as he saw the 
souls of the martyrs living, he must of course mean that 
the souls of the rest lived not^ Thus it evidently ap- 
pears that there is no proo^ for the resurrection of the 
dead bodies of the siaints in the time of the Millennium^ 
nor oi the rest afterwiir^s. 

But wlM^t are we to understand by the souls of tiie 
joiartyts living and reigning with Christ, and the souls 
fii the rf st of the AmiH living not? That we may have 
right views oft i^s sutoect, we must consider, that the 
l>east, or the Pope of Kome^^^is not to be considered as 
pi]ie man, but a succession of men, Occupying the same 
power and i^uthority. Wh^n the beast is slain by the 
ftword of Clirtst, it ddfes not mean that the then reigning 
iPppe is killed; this ^ay or may not be the case; biUthe 
mea^ng is th^t a succession of men will cease, and that 
Ghri^ will put an epd to the papal power. The two 
.^tnesses are not two individual men, but a succession of 
the sam€ kind of mra; and when they die, that sucees- 
eion cea^^s, Wq 4 Ad according to the proph^y^ that 
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immcdiatfely before tlie coramencemeiit of thfe Millenniura, 
bdth the witnesses, arid their persecutors, will be slain; 
the persecutors will have killed the witnfesses^ and Christ 
and his army, will have killed the persecutors. See chap« 
xi. 7, 19, 20, 21. At this dreadful time, the church will 
be in a dormant state; the ministration oT the gospel will, 
in a great measure, cease, and the ministers of the church 
will, Ho doubt, in a great degree, be actually killcSd, and 
silerided by the violence of persecution. When CJhrist 
in the alwful arid glorious dispensation of his providence 
will appear, not literally, but by terrible judgments, and 
destroy the papal power; the Pope of Rome, and his 
court of Cardinals will be totally routed, arid the power 
of popery, and of Mahomet will be completely destroyed. 
This m all probability will be the state of the world wheii 
the Millennium will commence. Satan, by whose power 
and influence the Pdpe and Mahomfet always acted, will 
be theii chairied; that is, Jesus Christ will lay an effec- 
tual restraint upon him^ so that hd will not be permitted 
to tempt and deceive the nations any niorej during the 
thousand years. This will be the downfall of Satan's 
kingdom. Then the souls of the martyrs, or witnesses, 
-trill begin to live. Christ will begin to shed abroad the 
divine influences of his spirit on the hearts of men^ which 
will revive the noble spirit of zeal, fortitude!, and pi^ty, 
which the old martyrs and saints used to possess. Then 
the souls of them who were beheaded for the witness of 
Jeisus \^ill revive, that is, a blessed succession of pious^ 
zealous^ brave, and spirited christians will spring up un- 
der the blessing and protection of heaven, possessing the 
same noble christian disposition and spirit, which for- 
merly had possessed thci witnesses of JTesus; and this no- 
ble spirit will prevail all over the world, and continue to 
rule 'in the hearts df men for a thousaLnd mystical years. 
But as Satan will be comtpletely restrained, and mankind 
will be perfectly free from his deceitful temp^ions; the 
souls of the rest of the dead, that is, the old spirit of 
Antichrist, will not revive again, until the thousand 
years are finished. The temper and spirit of those wha 
had formerly persecuted, and killed thfe witnesses, lived 
not; the spirit of persecution lay dormant, th« Pope and 
Mahomet had no successors until Satan was loosed, to 
stir them up again^ at the close of the Millennium. This 
tense of the passage appears^ to me to b^ easy and natural, 
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and appears evidently to command respect and credif. 
But to say that the souls of the \yitncsses living, means 
their bodies rising from the dead, i^ evidently vp-hill 
work^ and no man cai^ cliluh it without torture, and un- 
less he wishes to hold by a twig, like a drowning man, 
to obtain a favorite objecl. 

In Malachi iv, 5. it was prophesied of JTohn the Bap- 
tist, ^^Behold I will send you Elijah the prophet/^ The 
Jews understood this literally; therefore, they sent mes- 
sengers to John, who asked him, ^^Art thou Elias? and 
he said, I am not/^ John was Elias in the sense of tlie 
prophecy, but not literajly, as the Jews understood it. 
They expected Elijah to con^e dowp from heaven; and 
through this wrong construction pf the prophecy, they 
believed neither the divine authority of John, nor of 
Christ; and through a gross mistake, Hei^d beheaded 
John, and the Jpws crucified Christ. But the angel 
gave to Zacharias tl^9 right n^eaning of the prophecy, 
(Luke i. 17,) *^And he shall go. before him in the spirit 
and pouter oi l^lihs;^^ the same pious, bold, austere, and 
resolute spirit of Elijah shall be in John; and therefore 
Christ said (Matt. xi. 14.) ^^This is Elias who was to 
con^e.^' In this seiise alsp tjie §ouls of tjie martyrs will 
live, in their successors, who will Jive and reign with 
phrist a thqusand years. 

The pro{ihetEzekiel(Chap. xxxvii. 1 — 14) by ahold 
prophetic emblem of a resurrection, predicted the return 
pf the Jews from the Babylonish captivity. Very few 
of the Jews who were taken to Babylon returned, but 
their children did; yet their return from their state of 
captivity to Jerusalem was represented by the grand 
figure of opening their graves^ and raising them from the 
dead, ^^herefore prophesy, and say unto them. Thus 
saith the Lord Grbd, Behold, O my people, I will open 
your graves, and cause you to come out of your graves, 
and bring you, i^ito the land of Israel.^^ The old Jews 
who had diei in Babylon never returned to their own 
country; mt^eir children did, who succeeded themj 
yei the returSf their successors are represented as ris- 
ing froMih^nad. So the successors, of the beheaded 
witness^KflKepresented as living again in the first 
remrrecffimVby a similar figure as that, by which the 
Jewish iwA is repftseAted as rising, in their pos- 
terity, frc^H^ dead, andlrcturning to their own laud; 
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and as Elias is represented as coming down from lieaven 
by his spirit and power, in John the Baptist. 

But it is thought that because this is called the first 
resurrection, it is tlierefore a literal resurrection of the 
bodies of the witnesses from the dead; they take it for 
granted; without a single syllable of proi:^, ' th&t the 
second resurrection, is a resurrection of the bodies of the 
wicked. They argue thusj if the second rcsurrectiori 
be a literal one, the first resurrection must of course be 
literal also. This argument takes it lor granted that 
the second resurrection is a literal resurrection from the 
dead. But let us dispute this point; then the basis of 
the argument falls, and tfie argument is good for nothing. 
I am truly surprised that such a learned and sensible 
man as Bishop Ifewton should argue and attempt to 
demonstrate his point on such flimsy ground. (See New- 
ton on the prophecies, Vol. 2. p. 346 and 347.) 

That a first -resurrection argues a second, I grant; but 
I would beg leave to deny that either of them will be a 
literal resurrection; because the text does not say so, 
neither explicitly, nor by fair construction. And I hum- 
bly affirm the contrary; and say that they will both be 
mystical resurrections, to wit, the resurrection of souls 
and not of bodies. ' This is what the text means, and 
ivrther it saith not; and I refer to the arguments already 
. stated' above. After the first and gecond resurrection, 
we have an accurate account from the eleventh verse of 
this chapter to the end, of a third resurrection, which is 
called, the general resurrection of all, both good and bad, 
and also of the final day of Judgment. And this account 
contradicts their whole theory. This is a literal resur- 
rection of the bodies both of saints and sinners. *'And 
I saw a great white throne, and him who sat on it-— — 
And I saw the dead small and great stand before Crod 

And the sea gaye up the dead, which were in it, 

{ind death and hell, [death and np 

the dead vi^hich were in them; ^ 

every man according to their woi ilj" 

a plain literal account of the fin the 

dead, at the last day. ' Thousj ara 

buried in the ocean, and many in 

the earth, in sepulchres and gra her 

it holds its victims in watery or fin- 

ders its prey, of all sizes/llge Uid 
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fhe whole race of men, small and great, whoever have 
died, and wherever buried, or however held in a state of 
death, as Christ says, (John v. '28, 29,) ^^Shall como 
forth, they who have done good, unto the resurrection of 
life, and they who havfe done evil unto the resurrection 
of damnation.'^ The first resurrection is a spiritual one, 
metaphorically called a resurrection; it will be effected 
)by the spirit'of Christ accompanying the gospel on the 
hearts of sinners, causing them universally, (or at least 
generally) to possess the true spirit of piety and religion^ 
like the martyrs of old, who stpod and bled and died for 
the cause of Christ, The second lyill be a metaphorical 
jresurrection, and it might be called with propriety, a 
diabolical resurrection, because it will be effected by the 
influences of Satan loosed from his prison, inclining the 
hearts of the children of men to evil, stirring them up to 
persecute the churchy with. the same disposition as used 
to reign in the old heathens, M9.hometans, and Papists. 
The third and last resurrection will be a literal one, 
effected by the almighty power of Christ, who will ^ound 
his trumpet and summon all the dead, to come to Judg- 
ment, when all, both quick and dead, shall be judged 
according to their works. 

The abettors of this theory attempt to support their 
point from 1 Thess. iv. 16. wherePaul says, ^^he dead 
in Christ shall rise first/^ It is always a sign of a weak,, 
or a bad cause, when arguments are far fetched, or texts 
distorted to maintain it. Let us, however, examine this 
passage, ^^his we say unto you, by the word of the 
Lord; that we who are alive and remain unto the coding 
of the Lord,^' [that is, we who remain alive when the 
day of judgpient comes] f^hall not prevent^^ (phtha- 
SOMEN, come before) ^^those who are aslecp.^^ They will 
ftot come to judgment before those who are dead. ^^For 
the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
Ood: and the dead in Christ shall rise flrst.^' The dead 
in Christ, means, all true believers who die interested in 
Jesus; they shall rise first, before they who are alive will 
be called, to meet the Lord. Those who are alive must 
wait until the dead are first raised. "Then,^' when the 
dead are raised, ^%e who are alive and remain shall be 
•caught up together with them;'^ both the living, and those 
'^|io were dead and^irenow raised, will bf qaught up 




together ^'la the clouds to meet the Lord in the ^ir/^ 

So that the one will not come before the other; but n,ll 
Avill be in one conipany ^^and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord/^ If any man can see a first and second resurrec- 
tion in this passage^ he must have eyes good enough to 
see a phantom; at least I must confess that he ha$ keener 
eyes than I have, 

It is always a Iiappiness when \ye can find parallel 
passages of scripture to confirm, and explain one ano- 
ther. In the eleventh chapter of Revelations we have a 
corresponding description of the Millennium, from the 
eleventh*verse to the -eigliteenth, exactly coinciding with 
the construction which I have given to this passage. The 
apostles sometimes paid but little attention to order in 
their narratives, but often stated facts in a promiscuous 
manner. The natural order of the facts stated in this 
chapter is as follows, to wit; verses?— 10, 14, 15, 11 — 
13, 16 — ^18. the 19th verse probably belongs to the next 
chapter. First, we have an account of the Beast slaying 
the witnesses, (ver. 7 — 10.) Then it is stated that the se- 
cond woe is past. The woes were special judgments on 
the Papal and Greek churches. The first woe was ttie 
Saracens, or the Arabian Mahometans, who oyerran 
Arabia, Egypt, Jerusalem, a great part of Asia, and part 
of Europe. (Chap. ix. 1 — 12.) The second woe was 
the Ottoman Turks, generally called the Euphratian 
horsemen who overturned the kingdom of the Saracens, 
overran all Asia, Africa, and a considerable part of Eu- 
j^ope, and fixed their capital at Constantinople. (Chap, 
ix. 13 — 21,) This woe is to contiuue until the time 
when the final judgments of God will be about to be 
poured out on the Papal kingdom. This will constitute 
the third woe, and will be the grand introduction of the 
seventh trumpet, and will completely destroy the king- 
dom of Satan, the Beast, and the false prophet, (ver. 14, 
15. Chap. xix. 17-21.) After the sounding of the 
trumpet, when the Pope will be destroyed, Christ will 
l)ind Satan, and pour out his spirit upon the witnesses, 
and raise them spiritually from the dead. Thus the 
same spirit which were in the witnesses before they were 
killed, i^hall arise in a glorious succession of men, who 
"will be witnesses for Christ and his gospel all over th^ 
world. (Ver. 11, 12.) A great revolution will take place, 
wjiich is represented by^ a great e^sirthquake, by which 



i"ev61utioii, the church of Kome will bfe brought to ruin^ 
and probably the city will be destroyed, and no doubt 
thousands of the vassals of the Beast will be slain. (Ver. 
13.) Then will the ch^h of Christ, which is repre- 
sented by the four an^jventy elders, rejoice and give 
thanks to God^ becauis^R will have taken to himself his 
great power to subdue his enemies, and reign over the 
earth; (ver. 16, 17) and because the time was come to exe- 
cute his judgments on the papal and antichristian nations, 
who had been angry, and were violent persecutors of the 
saints; and to vindicate the cause of the dead saints who 
were revived in the spirit of the witnesses, who were 
spiritually come to life; and to render his church glorious 
and triulnphant over her wicked enemies, as a blessed 
reward given to the martyrs and saints, and all the 
servants of God; because it will appear that the cause 
for which the martyrs suffered and died will triumph 
over the whole world, and finally prevail over all oppo- 
sition. Ver. 18. 

It is very evident that this chapter contains an account, 
and gives a statement of the very same things which are 
described in the first part of the twentieth chapter, and 
shows the true meaning of it. Here the witnesses, who 
had suflfered for 1260 years, and had now come to the 
close of their testimoify^ were killed and were lying dead. 
These are the self same succession of men who, in the 
twentieth chapter, were beheaded for the witness of Jesus 
alid for the word of God, and who would not worship the 
Beast, nor his image, nor receive his mark, and their 
souls lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 
These witnesses revived and stood upon their feet, hnd 
were called to ascend up to heaven in a cloud, and their 
^lemies beheld them, and great fear fell upon their ene- 
mies who saw them risins and ascending to heaven. All 
agrees that this is a spiritual resurrection, meaning that 
the same spirit of religion will appear in a succession of 
witnesses that will spring up in the church after the former 
witnesses are slain. Bishop Newton acknowledges the 
resurrection of the two witnesses, in chap, xi, to be figu- 
rative* See vol. 2, p. 288, and 346. And no man 
under heaven can tell how they can make the one, a 
spiritual resurrection, and the other a literal one, when 
nothing is more evident than that both are the very same 
things and that the very same resurrection is predicted 
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iu both chapters, tipon the whole, I, for my part/ 
am thoroughly convinced that there is no scriptnrgil 
ground for a literal resurrection of the bodies. oC the saints 
at the commenceuient of theMillenniom; and it is highly 
improper to perplex the chur<;A ^ith theories of such in- 
teresting importanqey when Jheie is no ground for them 
in the word of God, pa ft hit, candid investigation. At the^ 
time when Burnet, Waple^r Newton, and somfe others 
wrote, there was a considerabjle time to go and come 
on, before the Millenaium wonld commence;, especial- 
ly according to their calculal](on; they may be ex- 
cused for letting their imaginat^n play, ai^l there w^ 
plenty of time for their whimsical theories to^ rise find 
fall again without doing either pi^cl^good or harm to th0 
church. But now the Milleii^nium is ooming so nigh to 
us, that we^.hay^ need to stu4y flie prophecies, and 
understand then^ pretty well, that we may tell the truth, 
and not deceive the ^ world with our., own w4iimsicai^^ 
notions, without good authority frpm the word.<Vf Gpd. ; 
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Another part of their theory is, that C;hriet will come 
personally from heaven and dwell in his bodily presence, 
with his risen martyrs and saints^ during the thousand 
years of his reign here below. I must confess that I feel 
•too many suhstantial objections to this doctrine to admit 
it. This doctrine is of too gr^at importance, to be receiv- 
ed on human authority, and nothing but the authority 
of the bible can overthrow the obj^tious which evident- 
ly lie against it. 

1. When Christ was with his disciples ofi earthy they 
wished him to stay; and he no doubt would have stayed, 
had bethought it expedient for him to 4o so. But be 
told them that it was expedient for ih^m that he should 
'go away to his Father that he might aend the comfbrtc^r 
xinto them. Neither did the spirit come, in any great 
degree until the day of Pentecost, and when Christ dic( 
send him he was to abide forever, and his business is, 
and ever will be, wbHQ tiie world laats^ to convince the 
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world of sin, of righteousness and of Judgment. TherC' 
fore, the plan of God appears from the scriptures to be, 
for Christ to go to his Father to intercede for his church 
and people, and to sen^Ms spirit down to carry on the 
affairs of his kingdom ^H^is spiritual presence, and fcrr 
him to occupy his seat IWus Father^s right hand, as the 
apostle says, ever to live to make Intercession for us. 
(fieb. vii. 25, and X. 12.) Therefore for Christ to leave 
his seat as our intercessor, at his Father^s right hand, 
before the general Judgment, would undoubtedly be 
contrary to the plan which the scriptures has evidently 
held up to our view. ' Christ, according to this theory^ 
would cease to be our Interccessor before God. 'The 
Church would lose her Advocate before the Father, and 
Christ would take the place which the scriptures have 
always assigned to the Holy Spirit. To authenticate such, 
a change as this in the established economy of the gospel, 
would require very strong and positive proof from the 
word of God, before any man could believe it, who has 
as weak faith as I have on such subjects. 

2. For Christ to come in his second appearance before 
the general Judgment, contradicts the general account 
which the word of God has given us relative to the com- 
ing of Christ, and the end of the world. Christ said to 
the Jews (John v. 28, 29,) "The hour is coming, in the 
which, all who are in the graves shall hear his voice, and 
shall come forth, they who have done good, unto the 
resurrection of life; and they who have, done evil unto 
the resurrection of damnation.'^ If Christ intended to 
give us the idea, in this passage, that the second coming 
of Christ will be a thousand years before the final Judg- 
ment, and that he will raise the righteous a thousand 
years before the wicked, and that there will be two re- 
surrections, one in raising the saints and martyrs, and 
the other, a thousand years afterward, in raising the 
wicked to pester the righteous a little season before he 
will take them to heaven; his language is by no means 
constructed so as to give us such ideas; and no man could 
ever take such ideas from the words of this text, unless 
he had first formed his theory in his own head, and then 
force the text, by absolute straining to agree with his no- 
tions. 

The parable of the ten virgins, in Matt, xxv, gives the 
tdca;, that all the vimns s» oibered and slept until the 
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(>nclegrooni eame. ^^h^n all those virgina arose aA4 
tdipmed their Umps/^ and they were £Lll called at onc^ 
to go forth to meet the bridegroom. This by- no means 
comports with thie idea *of a t^msand years b^ween th^, 
resurrection of the rigfateons^^B the wicked. Neither 
does the parable of the talent^ flR- this idea. The wick* 
ed and sV^thfnl servf nt at his Lord^s coming was judged ai 
the s^me time ii^ith^tbt& faitbfni servants: and in the lat- 
teir eQd of the chapter Christ gives us an accurate account 
of the whole process of the day of Judgment. ^^Whea 
this son of man shall come in Ms 'glory ^ and all the holy 
angels wi<^ hi^i^ tbea shall h& sit upon the throne of his 
glory and before him shall be -gathered all nations; and: 
}^e shall separate them one from another^ as a sheph^^ 
divideih the sheep from the goats; and be shall «et the 
i^eep on the right hand^ and the goats on the lefts Sure*' 
ly, if we can understand language we can find nothing 
her^ to favor, but every thing to oppose the idea of two 
liten^l r^urrections, and two literal comings of Christ. 

In the parable of the wheat aiid the tares we have a 
yery particuliar j^ccount of the day of Judgment. (Matt, 
xiii*) "Let both g-roM? together ilU the harvest;'' (the harr 
test i3 the, end of tlie ^orld, ) ^^And in the time of harvest Jr 
y/fi\\ say to the reapers, gather first the tares, and bind: 
t^0m in buddies to bum tbem; but gather the wheat into 
ijy biM'n^.^^ The parable^ pf ihe.net cast into the sea ii^ 
ai^}][er description of the last day. The net is draw^ 
tpf sbor®; they sit down and gather the good fish into ves^ 
$elsi and cast the l^d away, ^^So sh^l it be iu theen4 
of the worldj tlie angels shall come forth and.sev^r thft 
wicked from ampiig the just, aiid shall cast them into the 
f|irnace of fii^e, t^^re shall be wailipg and g^ashii]|; of 
tfiMh.^' Th^se paraUes ^v^^^ ^qidea of two ccnning^ 
qf'ChTi^t? or «f two resu^^ctjai]^ of the body; hut, 
4irectiy, the contrary* 

In J^^xvii, at, Paul told t)ie Aiheniapji tb^t^^^ftodr 
l^fh appointed ^ dap in w^ich he, will judge the wwld in. 
IffghteousnesSf^ C^ompare this with Rom. ii. 5* -^Bo^ 
n^ter tiiiy. hardno^s^i a|id impenitent heart? treasurest u{^, 
imtg thyself wrath against tfts day of wrath, and revelar? 
tjon of the righ^eo^is Judgment of God.'' Also in ver* 
12, 16. he says, ^^For as many as have sinned without 
law, shall also perish without law, and as many as have 
tinned in t^e law, shall h^ Judged by the law, in thed^ 



t^flienOod rfialt Judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ.^ 
see (Rom. xiv. 10;) ^*For We shall^all stan^ before tb^ 
Judgment seat of Christ.^? (2Cor. V. 10. 1 Cdr. iii. 13.) 
^^Every man^s work shall be made teanifest, for the day 
0hall declare it.'' (Mj^jfcc. ±6.- <^Molr«i tolerable fm the 
land ol^ Sodom — ^in tMmbif of Judgment f than for that 
dty.'' 8ee also, Gha^v xl. 22, 24. 'and Chap. xii. 36. 
'^^'^^^at every idle word, that men shall speak they shall 
Jive account th^eof inihedAy df Jtldgment.'^ 2 Pet. 

^9. ^^The Lord knoweth hoiv to deliver the Godly — 

d to reserve the unjust mni9 Ihe^ day of Judgment." 
^Ohap. 8. 7.) ^But theiiee^Vtosandthe earth — are kept 
ki* store, reserved ' unto fire a:gaki^ ike day of Judgment 
and perdition of uAgodly bk^.'' (1 John iy. 17, ) ^^That 
we may have boldness in the day of Judgment.^' 

Surely every man who understiuMls the natural sense of 
words, and- pinrases, must know from all these scriptures 
and many more which we could easily quote, that the 
idea>^hich God intended to give us, and the idea which 
he has aetuaUy given to the world, is> ihat there rs a 
day appointed, to wit, one particular set time, in which 
Christ will descend from heaven with his holy angels to 
Jud^ the world;- when he will raise all the dead, both 
th^ jtist and Uie mijnsV ani dll the rac^ of Adam will be 
assembled before Mm, ilnd everj^ one shall be judged 
according to their respective work«.. If this id^a is 
Wrong, vre have received* it from the bible, atefl if we have 
t^en wrong ideas • from the statements* and representa- 
tion^ which- Cfiribt i(nd his apostles have generally given 
»s, it is because thfe kihguagc^ of thte scrij^tti^s have been 
Calculated^ to lead liisr astray .^ iLtwl we must quit our 
Mblei^, uttd betake «irt*selvesl tb' thte' dfictates* of tt few 
kfiypnefd, atid i^MoM laien, whd^ liavd veiy skllfiiny 
ifictified' oilr <fcrr(rtrs intd wWch^ ^ have been led, hf 
diepeMing too much^ on what the inspired writers haVe 
#^¥ and over sta»^' on this i««resting*ubject. 

We cannot i»!^i]»3 top say how lbh| the diy of Jtr%- 
iMUt will^ be, or'h^^M may ht^m diir^ion of that m 
iti^portant timB^ bM it is evident that it will |>e but one 
tecf, brttottet^Bsurt^tton^^^Mbutone'^ Two 

l&ids of p^ple, th^ righteous aild ttie^Wleked^ wilP b^A 
ms^y biit both will be raised at dbeie: H fe aasb\tTtte; 
AM th« rigfateoui will be seatbd ^on %y^ right hiiud, atid 
nm t»«*ife8-o*i^aieleftr rtnd thM,tthe obt^ "^^ be atpdulted 
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nud the other condemned; but still it will be but o&e day 
of Judgment. The statement of a thcmsand years be- 
tween the first and second resurrection, in the twentieth 
chapter of the Revelations, is not an account of the gene- 
ral resurrection of ihehodj^MS'^e have already seen> 
but only the prophetic time Ifc^weep two metaphorical 
resurrections; and therefore this statement by no means 
contradicts the general account which the scriptures give 
of the general resurrection of the dead, and of Christ^# 
second coming to Judge the world, ^ 

3. Although there are frequent instances, and occur- 
rences state<l in the scriptures, of Christ appearing for 
particular purposes, and on special occasions; yet we 
have no account of his ever coming perscmally, or as to 
his bodily presence, but twice; once wheii he was made 
flesh and dwelt among us; the second time will be, when 
he will come to Judge the world at the last day. When 
Jesus ascended, the disciples stood gazing, as he went 
up toward heaven. Two angels appeared to them and 
said ^^Ye men of Oalilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? .'I'his same Jesus who is taken up from yott 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven.'? This certainly proves that 
Christ will come again in his bodily appearance as the 
disciples saw him going bodily away. This special 
circumstance of Christ's second coming is several times 
mentioned in scripture. Matt. xxv. 31. ^^When the 
son of man sTiall come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with him.'' (1 Thess. iv. 16.) ^^For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God." 
(2 Thess. i, 7, 8. ) ^^The lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven, with his holy angels, in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them who know not God, and who obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." In Heb. ix. 
28. the apostle states both appearances together. ^^So 
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and 
^ unto them who look for him, he shall appear the second 
time without sin unto salvation.'? See also Jude 14, 15.' 
^^Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousand of his saints 
to execute Judgment upon all." And also Rev. i. 7. 
^^Behold he cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see 
him." (Rev. 20. 11.) ^^Isawa great wlute throne, and 
him who sat on it from whose face the heavens and thi^ 
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earth ied away.'" (xxii. 12.) ^^Behold 1 come quicklv. 
and my rewawi is with ine to give every naaii acconliiiq 
as his work- shall be/^. (l-Joha iii* 2.) ^^But we knoAv 
that when he shall appear^ we shall ibe like him^ for we 
shall see Mm as he is/^ -n 

From these passages we clearly see that Christ, whc 
ha$ come once in the fleshy will come a second time in a 
jbodily and visible manner^ and we also see that he will 
come hnt once more, to wit^ a secmid time^ in a bodily 
shape; and we also see from these scriptures that his 
second appearance will be when he comes to Jud^^c the 
world at the last day. 

If jtherefore his coming to ceign . with his saints a 
thousand yeaxs, before tlK la«t Judgment, be a literal, or 
a personal coming, then there will be three visibje or 
personal comings of Christ; which* is contrary to th(i 
whole tenor of the scriptures which give us only two 
literal appearances of Christ; one in the flesh, while he 
was on -earth, when he came to die for sinners ; and 
the second when he will come to Judge both the qnicfc 
and the dead at the last day. This theory is therefore 
false, and contrary to the scriptures, and is nothing but 
the empty sallies of human imagination. 

4. Although there are but a first and second, personal, 
appearance of Christ mentioned in scripture; yet every 
one who is acquainted with the bible knows that there 
^e many passages that speak of his presence, and of hif^ 
appearing in a metaphorical or spiritual sense. I will 
state a few instances out of many. In Matt. 24. 30. 
Christ is said to come in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory, to the destruction of Jerusalem, 
by the Roman army. This was not a literal, but a 
Jguyative coming; because Jerusalem was destroyed by 
the terrible Judgments of God, which was poured out on 
that wicked nation for crucifying the Messiah; and the 
Komans were the instruments which God employed to 
execute his will upon that devoted people; compare 
Chap. xvi. 28. and x. 23. and xxiv. 3. all which relate 
partici}.^ly to the destruction of Jerusalem. I know 
that many refer this prophecy of Christ to the. day of 
Judgment; but this is evidently a mistake, for Christ 
himself^ as if on purpose to prevent this notion, said ex- 
pressly, ^^Verily I say unto you-, this generation shall 
jiot pass till all these things be fulfilled." Malt. xxiv. 84. 
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Christ several times said tkat he wotild come again to 
his disciples^ and that he would see them again, and 
they skoald see him. John xiv. 16 — ^20. ^^And I will 
pray the Father and he shall give you another Comforter 
that he may abide with you fiirever^ even the Spirit of 
truth."I will not leave you comfortless (Greek, Orph an s. ) 
I will come to you. Yet a little while and the world 
seeth me no more; but ye see me-r-At that day ye shall 
know that I am in my Father, and ye in me and I in 
you.? Christ, here, evidently speaks oi his spiritaul 
presence, and of his coming to his di«ciples in a metft^ 
phorical sense, by his spiritual influences on the day of 
Pentecost. Chap, xvi, 16, 22, 23. ^^A little while, and 
ye shall not see mej and again^ a little while, and ye 
shall see me, becaaaer Z go to the Father — ^And ye now 
therefore have sorrow; hut I will see you again, and your 
heart shall rejoice, aiid your joy no man taketk from 
yon.^' ^^Andin that day ye skiill ask me nothing/^ &Cv 
We therefore evidently see from these texts, that Christ 
came to his disciples onr tiie day of pentecost,^ iMit lite^ 
rally, but by the influences of his Spirit, which is meta- 
phorically called his spiritual presence, wliich is ar very 
different thing from his bodily presence, or his literal 
coming at the last day. We are told in Acts ii« how 
Christ came to his disciples on the day of penteeost^ 
that he came, not literally, but by the effusion of his 
Spirit, by which they were filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and were indued with power from above to preach the 
word, to speak with tongues and to work all kinds of 
miracles to attest the truth of the christian religion. 

Christ is said to be with his ministers, his church, and 
with his people. Matt, xx^iii. 20, ^^Lo I am with you 
alway, even mitothe end of the world. Amen.'' Chap, 
xviii. 20. ^^For where two or three are gathered together 
in my f name, there ami in the midst of them.'' Acts 
xviii. 9, 10. ^^Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night 
by a vision; Be not afraid but spisak, and- hold not thy 
peace, for I am with tkee.'^ % Timdv* 47. ^^Notwith-' 
standing the Lord stood with me, and strei^heMd me.'' 
Bev. ii. S« ^^Else I will come> unto thee quickly, and 
will remove thy candlestick out of his place." Yerse 
16. ^^Bepent, or else I will come unto thee qfrickly atld 
fight against them with the sword of my mouth/' Sed 
chap, iiu 3, 11^ 20t. These are instances wJbfieh^adBly 
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prove that the spiritual presence of Ghrist is Mrith liis 
ministers and his churek, although his bodily presence is 
r^noved. Although Christ's personal^ or bodily residence 
is in heaven^ and will remain there .until he makes his 
second appearance, viiih > his holy angels, in the clouds 
pf heaven, to Judge <3ie X{«ick and the dead; yet his 
spiritual presence is, and will be with his church and 
people here on earth until the end of the world. And 
he tften comes in a special manner either to punish his 
MemieS) to chastise his people for their faults, or to bless 
ihean with the outpouring- of his spirit. But all this is 
Iq be understood in a mataphorical, and not in a literal 
sense. > 

A^n, Christ is said to come to, and be with every in- 
dividual believer in a spiritual sense. John xiv. 23. 
^^Jesus answered, and said, If a man love me, he will 
keep my words^ and my Father will love him; and we 
will come unto him and make our abode with him;^' and 
m verse 21st^ Jesus said, ^^He who loveth me shall be 
loved of myFathev, and I will love him, and I will mani- 
fest myself unto him/' Heb. xiii. 5. ^^For he hath said 
I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.'' See Gen. 
:$x,viii. 15. Deut^ xxxL 6, 8. Joshua i. 5. Is. xli. 10. 
Though Christ is in heaven, yet his spiritual presence 
Gomes to> and abides with, his people continually here on 
earth. 

Ill; is consequently in this metaphorical sense, or in a 
^iritual manner, and not literally, that Christ will come^ 
and reign over his church and people in the time of the 
D»illf nary ^ory of his kingdom. He is represent^ in* 
deed as coming down from heaven to dwell on earth with 
' his people. So he was represented as coming to his dis- 
ciples on the day of pentecost; but it was by the power 
of his spirit he came, and not in a bodily manner. He 
was represented as coming to Jerusalem to de]S^ fl|y the 
temple, and execute his vengeimce on' the Jewish ffiUon; 
but he did not appear literally, but metaphorically, thf 6ugh 
his agents, the Roman army, the ministers of hi^ ven- 
geance. He is now with his isiinistel^a^ in a ^i^itaal 
s^nse, and with his church, at this day. AiQJl tbu^ in- 
*a^ spiritual sense he will be with his church in tii^^^dmei of 
the Millenmnm. It is true, the Millennium will i^e an 
^;Ktfa^jrdinary Ume, and tiie descriptions of it are ttighly 
.'::1& epIocMred, botl^as to the reign of Christ, and as to t^ 
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glory of the church; but it is all spiritual; the metaphoi^ 
are grand, and the figures and representations are bold; 
but the book of revelations is generally so. Yet the church 
will sec nothing, know nothing, and feel nothing but 
what she has seen, kno^vn and felt ever since the day of 
peutecost; only in an infinitely higher decree. She will 
be the same church that she ever was, only vastly more 
pure and holy; she will be composed of the same kind of 
members, only generally all regenerated as they grow up 
under the power of the gospel; she will have the same 
gospel and ordinances that she ever had, only accompa- 
nied with universal power and energy; she will have 
the same Savior, the same cross, the same atone- 
ment, only universally triumphant over the whole 
w^orld; she will have the same spirit, and the same 
influences, and the same eflfects, only far more energetic; 
the same kind of ministers, only more clear, more zeal- 
ous and more united; understanding the gospel better, and 
their labors accompanied with a far greater degree of the 
glorious energy of the spirit of God; and christians will 
have the same feelings, and exercises that they ever had, 
only free from darkness, doubts, and temptations; and 
sinners will experience the same kind of regeneration, 
conversion, and sanctification, as they ever had done; 
faith, repentence, love and obedience, will be as necessary 
as ever they were. In short, all things will be as they^ 
always have been, only Satan will be bound and Christ 
in his spiritual presence, will reign triumphantly all over 
the earth, and the glory of the Lord will fill every corner 
of the globe, fill every part of the church, fill every 
family, and fill every heart. 
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Another part of their theory is, that at the commence- 
ment of the M infennium, the gospel, with all the means 
of grace, will be at an end; and that the probationary 
state will be closed forever. That Christ will, not only 
raise the dead saints to life, but will also leave the 
vM/vi,.^ ;^ jjj^j,, graves until the thousand years are e^ded; 
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atid also, that he will slay all the wicked on earth; and 
Consequently will effectually stop the population of man^ 
kind, so ibat there will be a (foiiiplcte end of the human 
tnjce, and the whole scheme of salvation will come to a 
f nal termination. This is truly dreadful doctrine, if it 
were trtie; but if false, it is despicable, and worthy 
to be treated mth contempt, and abhorrence, and it be- 
domes erery ingenuous friend to the Redeemer's kingdom, 
to examine it candidly and honestly, before be adopts 
such horrible sentiments. 

Indeed it must be admitted, that if Christ Mill raise the 
bodies of all the martyrs and saints to a state of immor- 
tality, and destroy all the kicked upon earth, and chango 
all the rigbteous which will be alive at his coming, from 
a mortal to a spiritual state, it will of course follow that 
the world, and the gospel, and all the overtures of mercy 
will be at an end. It is also plain from scripture that it 
the dead are raised at all, they will be raised to an incor- 
ruptible state of immortality. For St, Paul in 1 Cor. xv. 
m shewing the peculiar circumstances of the resurrection^ 
says, *^It is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorrup- 
tion. It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glqjry. It 
is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown 
it natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. ( Ver. 42 — 
44.) For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and 
this mortal must put on immortality, — then shall be 
broogfat to pass the saying that is written, Death is swal- 
lowed up in victory.^' Our blessed Lord also, in hisf 
unswer to the Sadducees, has given us a very accurate 
description of the state of the saints after the resurrection* 
(Luke XX. 35, S6.) ^^They who shall be accounted 
worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from 
ihe^ dead,- neither marry nor are given in marriage, neither 
can they die .any more; for they are equal unto the 
a»gels^ and are the children of God, being the children 
of the resurrection.^^ 

. From these two passages it evidently appears that all 
ihosm wio will obtain a happy resurrection (for only such 
are spoken of) will be incorruptible, glorious, powerful 
and capacious, spiritual, and immortal. That they will 
not marry, and consequently population will cease, that 
ftiey cannot die, and consequently they are invulnerable 
and immortal like the angels of God in heavejo. (M^tt, 

6 



43 

xxii. 30.) Therefore we beg leave to make the foUowfng 
observations. 

1. It is evident from the prophecy of St. John^ that 
the special reason why Satan will be bound, and shut 
up, during the Millennium (see Rev. xx. 3, 7,8,) will be 
^^That he should deceive the nations no more till the 
thousand years be finished;'' and he says also, that ^^when 
the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed 
out of his prison and shall go out to deceive the nations.'^ 
This abundantly proves that the nations, both during the 
time of the Millennium, and after it is expired, will be 
deceivable, otherwise where would be the necessity, or 
propriety in shutting Satan up, or letting him out* If 
the inhabitants of the neW world risen from the deati arfc 
Invulnerable and spiritual, and immortal, and powerful, 
and cannot die, and are like the angels in heaven^ as 
Paul and Christ say they will be, there can be no neces- 
sity for a chain, a key, a shutter and a seal to pen up 
the devil; let him go; he can hurt nobody; every one 
on earth will be beyond his power; they will be at his 
defiancei And when he is let out of his prison, at the 
close of the Millennium, God only knows where he will 
find Gogitcs and Magogites to deceive. Can he make 
Gogs and Magogs of immortal angels^ who are spiritual, 
and glorious, and cannot die any more? But the truth, 
and the undeniable truth is, God knows there will be 
danger of Satan's deceiving the nations, and therefore 
he will prevent it by chaining him in the bottomless pit. 
And when he will be loosed he will soon convince the 
world and the church that there will be danger, and that 
mankind will not be immortal or invulnerable neither. 
If these things do not prove and demonstrate the wretched 
folly and absurdity of such a notion, I must confess that 
I know not what a demonstration is. 

2. When all the wicked will be slain and all the righteous 
changed, and raised in glory and immortality, and be 
like the angels in heaven, who neither die^ nor marry, 
nor are given in marriage, there will, of course, be no popu- 
lation, and no posterity; then from what quarter will the 
enemies of the church arise? Where will Satan find 
an army to encompass the camp of the saints and thebelov-: 
ed city? I would suppose, by the by, that it would be a 
pretty hard thing to invest a city full of immortal angels, 
all sniritual, and who could fly from one part of heaven 
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lo the other in a moment! Gog and Magog mtsst t)c 
angels too, or devils, or they could do but litle harm to 
them. Those who abet this scheme are hard run on this 
part of the subject. Their wild theories have driven 
them into knotty places, and they have hard work to get 
through. The learned Dr. Burnet says, ^^That they 
will be sons of the earth,' generated from the slime of the 
ground, and the heat of the sun, as brute creatures were 
at first/^ Bishop Newton calls this "A strange, whim- 
jsical, absurd paradox;^^ and it surely is an evident sign 
of a lost cause; it may cure the spleen; but it never can 
save his hypothesis from death. Bishop Newton's con- 
jecture from Mr. Mede, is a little better, but not much, 
to wit, ^^They shall be the nations of America, they 
being, ip all probability, colonies or descendents from 
the Scythians, that is, from Gog and Magog,'' meaning 
the aborigines, or the Indians of America. Mr. Mede 
and the Bishop not being much acquainted with America, 
probably conjectured that the wild forests and mountains 
beyond the Atlantic would be quite out of the range of 
the Spirit of God, and the holy missionaries of the old 
eastern world; ancl, consequently the Millennium could 
never reach so far as the western continent. But we 
now find that America is the largest half of the world; 
and it would be a pity if the Millennium should leave 
the greatest section of the earth under the dominion of 
Satan, and he locked up in hell all the time too, especially 
when it is promised over, and ov£P, that the kingdom of 
Christ shall extend from the rising to the' setting sun. 
"Upon the whole, this theory of Mr, Mede's approbated 
by Bishop .Newton, is nearly as wild as that of Dr. 
Burnet; though not quite so ridiculous. 

Bishop Newton's, own conjecture is the following. 
^^At the expiration of the thousand years — Satan shall 
be loosed out of his prison, and make one effort more to 
te-establish his kingdom. As he deceived our first par- 
ents in the paradisiacal state, so he shall have the artifice 
to deceive the nations in this millennial kingdom, to show, 
i^at no state or condition upon earth is exempted, and 
^cured from sinning. ^^This will do very well for me? 
i»y plan of a Millennium will suit this statement exacts 
ly. But it surely cuts up the Bishop's plan by the roots. 
If Christ's and Paul's opinions of the state of believers 
s^v the resurrection be correct;, they cannot be deceived; 
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they will be spiritaal^ incorruptible^ immortal^ and Ukft 
the angels of God in heaven, they can neither die, marryi 
nor generate; they neither can increase nor diminish in 
number, and they will have the promise of God, as all 
believers have, both in time, and eternity, ^^That they 
shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them md of 
his b&ud.^^ Now if Satan can deceive such people as these, 
and lead them on to destruction, then farewell worlds 
farewell truth, farewell bible, and farewell every thing 
that is |*easonable; and welcome chaos, welcome non-* 
sense, welcome t o psyturvy^ and every thing that looli^ 
like cpnfusion. 

Mr, Pyle thinks ^^There may remain in the farther, 
and more distant parts of the world, much people still 
persisting in ignorance and gross superstition. These 
rude nations, prompted by envy at the plenty and hap- 
piness, of the christian kingdom, and out of desire of 
riches, spoil, and plunder, will be permitted to invade the 
christian territories in vast bodies and armies.'' What a 
hardship^and how improper it is, for men of high standing 
for talents and literature, to impose on the world by 
handing out such whimsical and unscriptural reverie. 
Did Mr. Pyle ever study the prophecies respegting the 
vast extent, and universality of Christ's kingdom? To 
read the ingenius and learned theories of heathen philoso- 
phers relative to the future state of things, affords us some 
entertainment, to see how far they can go by the mere 
efforts of genius and study. But to see a mivn with the 
bible in his hand, a student in divinity, and a^professed 
teacher of tbeology, entertaining his readers with his 
own idle imaginations, and his learned' lueubjaticms, and 
the oil of his lamp sparkling against the rays of God's 
word, is enough to provoke our indignation. When the 
whole earth will be filled with the glory of the Lord^ 
and the very ends of the cfSarth shall see his salvation; 
when the Jews shall be brought in with the fulness of 
ilie Gentiles, and when the kingdoms of this world will 
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ, and 
all shall know him from the least to the greatest, where 
will Mr. Pyle, or Bishop Newton, even with all their sup- 
posed artifice of Satan, findljteir much people, persist- 
ing in ignorance and gross superstition^ even in the 
wilds of America? I apprehend they will be as hard te 
^ " ' ^'^^st on their principles, as Pr, Burnet's wmsi of 
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tlie earth; generated from slime^ aud t]ie heat of the guiu 
The slime of learned brains^ healed by a warm imagi- 
nation^ €aa generate ideal men^ any time^ and any where^ 
and any hoAv; but where Satan >vill find real men in 
order to besiege the camp of the saints^ on the supposi* 
tion of a literal resurrection^ will require more than a 
wibrm imagination, or classical brains either, to tell. 

But the most plausible <^nion, and I believe the 
latest, and the most relied on^ is, that at the close of the 
Millemdum all the wicked w ill be raised from the dead^ 
and Satan, loosed from his prison, will hea4 them, and 
make his last effort to everthrow the kii^olh of Clirist. 
This theory at first sight looks plausibl^ if it were only 
true. But the only authority they have f» the dead, 
literally rising, I have already examined, and have 
shown, I think pretty clearly, that this resurrection is a 
mystical resurrection. The first question is who will 
raise them, — God, or the Devil? God, by all means, 
jrou will say. But what does the prophecy say? (Rev. 
XX. 7, 8.) ^^And when the thousand years are expired, 
Satan shall be loosed out of his prison and shall go 
out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters 
of the earth Gog and Magog to gether themselves together 
to battle.'^ It is plain then, th^t Gog and Magog, which 
are the mystical names that represent the enemies 
xrf Christ^s kingdom, will be stirred up by the delusions 
qf Satan, therefore, they must either be deceived by 
S&tan after Gtod has raised them from the defid, or Satan 
must raise them by his deception. But the evident idea 
of the text is, that Satan stirred them up to persecute 
the church; and all the resurrection that the text gives 
US any idea of is a resurrection of the persecuting spirit 
and temper of the old persecutors, which had lain dead 
during the thousand years. Such a resurrection as this 
we admit, and fht text clearly proves. But Satan is the 
author of it, and not God; and when he will be loosed 
he is represented as going out mto the nations of the 
earth, to do this very thing. So that this second resur- 
rection is properly a diabolical resurrection, performed 
ou ifae souls of men and not on their bodies, by Satan 
Mmself, and n»t by God. And there is no ppoof as I 
have already fiffaown, in this whole passage for a literal 
resoameGtioBi of the bodiejs^ either of the righteous, or the 
wicked. 
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But if tlie rosurveciion of the rightMas be literal^ then 
the resurrection of the wicked will be literal also. Let us 
now, for the sake of argument, admit both to be literal. 
And in the first place let us lay down certain premises au- 
thenticated by plain bible truth, and then draw our conclu- 
sions, and see where we will land in our demonstration. 
In the first place, we have already proved, by our 
Savior's and Paul's description of the state of believers, 
after the resurrection, that they will be spiritual, immor- 
tal, incorruptible; and cannot die, and are like the angels 
of God in heaven, and that they neither marry, nor 
generate, increase nor diminish^ and consequently they 
are invulnerable and cannot receive any bodily injury. 
We now set this down as a fact established by the testi- 
mony of Christ, and his apostle Paul. Secondly, we 
are compelled by necessary consequence to take it for 
granted, that the wicked, after the resurrection, will, 
according to their circumstances^ be in a similar state; 
there will be a moral difference^ but yet a physical 
identity of state; that is, althougl^^ they will be wicked, 
and perfectly devoid of all grace and goodness, yet they 
will be spiritual, immortal, and in a physical sense, 
incorruptible, they cannot die, but will be like the Hallen 
angels in hell. I will take this for granted, as effectu- 
ally proved by a plain and necessary application of the 
same texts to their case, as a counterpart. Therefore 
these two things being admitted, which none can deny, 
we argue, that when the righteous and the wicked are 
both risen from the dead, both in an immortal state, none of 
them can die, and none of them can be physically hurt 
or injured, and both living together in the world, both 
perfect enemies to each other, and nether can do either 
any injury or harm. What a miserable figure Satan will 
make with such an army, besieging the camp of the 
saints, aiid the beloved city. This war will not be an 
army of mortal men fighting against their fellow- mortals, 
but invulnerable, incarnate devils fighting against incar- 
nate angels, and neither of them can hurt other. They 
need not attempt to kill or destroy one another, for they 
cannot die; and what is the use of attempting to starve 
them out in the siege? they do not eat, nor drink; and 
if they attempt to storm the beloved city, they cannot put 
the citizens to the sword or the bayonet; swords, pistols 
and pikes cannot hurt spirits. IIow ri^iculQu^ thesf 
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things loolc; but they are not a whit more ridiculous 
than the theory on which they are founded. 

But bad as these things appear^ we are not yet 
come to the worst. If the dead literally rise according 
to this theory, St. John has surely imposed a very 
erroneous idea upon us in the description he has giveii^ 
of the dangerous and pitiable state of the saints in JPhe 
beloved city. No man can read the eighth and n(Tntli 
verses of this chapter (Rev. xxth) without b^rtlg im- 
pressed with a view of the saints being in m^crlt imminent 
danger. The armies of Gog and Magt^are all round 
them as numerous as the sand of the j sea, just ready to 
cut them up, and the camp invested,/ and the city hem- 
med up, and ready to be stormed, on starved to deathy 
and in fact, the danger so great and tne beloved city re- 
duced so low, that God had to reli^v^ them by a sud- 
den and miraculous dispensation of his providence, hurl- 
ing down flre from heaven upon their enemies, as he did 
on Sodom and Gomorrah, to save his people from sudden 
and inevitable destruction. These are most certainly 
the ideas the apostle has given us, and intended to give 
us. But it is all a mere feint; a play upon the fancy, 
Hvithout any reality! What is the matter with the saints? 
Do they think they are mortal? and are they afraid the 
enemy will kill them, put them to the sword or starve 
them to death? Can saints die twice, once before the re- 
surrection, and once before they get to heaven? Did the 
inspired John think them in danger, when he gave us 
such a moving account of the business'? And will the 
Almighty think them in danger when he will send fire 
down from heaven on their enemies to burn them alive? 
For my part I cannot see any use in throwing fire on 
spirits that cannot be burnt, unless it were hell -fire. 
Sodom and Gomorrah could be burnt, Nadab and Abihu 
could be burnt, the captains and their fifties could be 
burnt; but those who are risen from the dead cannot be 
burnt; then why should fire come down from God out 
of heaven to devour spiritual, immortal men, who can- 
not die? But John says in the text, that the fire did 
devour them; and that proves that they were not im- 
mortal, nor risen fro^ the dead; but just common men 
like we are* 

All these miserable absurdities arise from this Strang*^ 
itod unaccountable theory; and if the resurrection whi 
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jjrecedes, ami imnictliately succeeds tlie Alilleuuium be 
literal and not metaphorical, it will be impossible to 
preserve the doctrine of the Millennium from all these 
insurmountable difficulties. And^ indeed, the reader 
will soon find that we have not yet said a word about 
^he worst absurdities which attend this theory. We arc 
to be under the necessity of exposing the senti- 
medte of men of genius and good sense, who no doubt 
were i^itU meaning men; but if we would only admit 
this passagfesjf scripture to have a spiritual or figurative 
meaning, it WoiTl^taud fair and respectable, disencum- 
bered of all such ausurdities a^d c^ntiadictions. But in 
firder to show what the Millennium will bo, I have to 
show what it is no(, that the genuine doctrine may staad 
properly erect on /the solid foundation of the word of 
God, free and properjy diseatangled from all such en- 
c.uml^rauces. ^ 
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l^he mostimportant and fatal objection which lies against 
this theory is, that it necessarily put^ a stop to the pro- 
gress of the gospel, terminates the race of mankind^ 
winds up the scene of salvation, and cdnseque^tly leaves 
Satan in the full possession of his kingdom; excepting a 
few, an,d comparatively very few, who have been rescued 
from eternal deAth by the Redeemer of sinners, and the 
whole work of redemption terminates in the eternal dis- 
grace of the mediatorial kingdom of Christ, and in the 
hellish triumph of the old Serpent, in effecting the des- 
truction of the human tace. This diabolical scheme 
sends Satan to hell with his head unbruised, loaded with 
spoils and crowned with glory, and leading in triumph 
the great majority of the race of Adam to be shut up 
with him in his infernal kingdom of darkness^ with only 
Ws heel bruised in the loss of a small remnant of the 
human 'race; and the head, instead of the heel of the 
woman's seed is completely braised, his mediatorial 
plan, hn revealed in his word, completely defeated^ 



49 

his gospel trampled under foot. Bis blood profaned^ bis 
promises broken, his word faLsiii eel, and his mediatorial 
glory tarnished and lost*forever. The X^riur oi these 
sheets mentions these things with religious detestation^ 
conscientious abhorrence, and pious inUi^naiioD. 

Mr. Spalden, a late writer, and thofet who abet hie 
scheme of a literal resurrection, and the literal reign of 
Christ with his saints here on earth, oi-enly avow the 
termination of the gospel, and the final close of the whole 
system of grace, at the commencement of the Millenni* 
um. It surely becomes every true disciple of Christy 
Hfrho wishes to know the truth on this important subject, 
to lay aside all levity and partiality of mind, and to look 
into the word of God with reverence, and search for the 
truth, with honesty, soberness, and godly sincerity. 

Ijet us first ascertain what is the mediatorial glory of 
Christ. A correct resolution of this inquiry, is a matter 
of great consequence as to the important subject under 
consideration. The question is not. What is the glory 
of Christ in his divine nature and in his co-equality with 
the Father; nor is it, What is his glory as the creator, 
preserver and governor of the universe; but the question 
18, What is his glory as the Bedeemer of the fallen race 
of Adam? This question is easily answered; his glory 
is, and must be, in redeeming the human race, as hr as 
he has said he would, and as far as he has proposed in 
liis word. His mediatorial glory therefore consists not 
in doing one thing, two things, or twenty things, neces- 
sary to be done, in order to redeem sinners, but in doing 
every thing necessary, and in completely perform ingt be 
whole work from first to last, as he has proposed. Had 
Christ died on the cross, risen again from the dead, taken 
his seat in heaven, commanded his g6spel to be preached^ 
and done nothing else, there would have been no sinners 
saved; and although the death, resurrection, and ascen- 
sion of Christ, are glorious things indeed, when consf* 
dered in connection with the whole plan of salvation, and 
although they are the fundamental basis of the whole 
system of the gospel, yet if there were no sinners saved, (I 
speak with reverence and to the honor of God) the cross of 
. Christ would be an eternal disgrace to the Deity. Then 
we may^My say, that the mediatorial glory of Christ, 
, consists VPmerely in dying on the cross, but in saving 
J, mummy pf the 8i«fi4>f ^^^ ^f Adam. a9 he has engaged 19 

7 
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^covenant with liis Fatber to redeem, and at many as Tie 
has prouitscd in his word to save; and he must at least 
save 90 many as will effectually overthrow and destroy 
the kingdom of Satan in the world. If Christ will not 
do all this he never can be glorious as a Mediator. 
These things are so evident that I think no reasonable 
sian can deny them, and on these principles I think we 
are obliged to conclude, that if the sospel will come to^a 
close at the commencement of the Millennium; and if no 
more will be saved than have yet been saved and will be 
between this and then, ^atan will come off victorious, 
and triumphant over the gospel; not the one half of the 
^promises will be fulfilled, and the word of God will te 
a lie^ and the gospel will be eternally dishonored.^ These 
are hard conclusions, but they arise as a necessary coh» 
sequence of a literal resurrection, which necessarily im* 
'plies a complete termination of the human race, and of 
the gospel of salvation, at the commencement of the Mil* 
lennium. 

Let us now try whether thfe bible, and stubborn facts^ 
ipvill not prove thts truth of what we have said, We^will 
"first take a viewr of what Christ has engaged in his word 
^ do; then ^e will consider what h^ has done in saving 
''sinners, and thirdly, we will see what he has yet to do^ 
'before his mediatorial glory can be complete^ 

1. Wiiat has Christ etigagM in his word to do? ldt«. 

i He has engaged to bruise the Serpent's head» 2d. He 

J lias togaged that he will be a blessing to all the families 

J ^of the earth. 3d. He has promised that hB will draw 

jl 'all menttntoliim. 4th. Hb has engaged to destroy the 

Svorks of the Devil. 5th. He has promised to bring hi 

•the Je'ws with the fulness of the Gentiles, and that tie 

^prhole earth &(hall be full of his glory; and that all pe©^ 

'\ ^ple, and nations, and latigitages, shall serve him, and. 

'that the knowledge ^i the Lord shall cover the earth as 

the waters do the sea, and that all lands shall see Ms 

^^alvation.— See Gen. iii. 15, ind xii. 8. Jotin xii. 32* 

1 Jdhn iii. 8. Rom. xi. 25, 26, 30 82. Nuto. xlv. 21* 

^Da»i. vii. 14. Is. xl. 9, and xlix. 6. We are still te 

l^emember, as I have observed before, in prtge 12th, that 

«Sn the original promise, in Gto. iii., 15, there is iin except 

-tion stated, of a small remnant of tnankiildfl^ the dei^d 

^f the SeHpent, who will 1)e lost, whom C!!^t has rObi 

I ^Mttidbd' to i^avej whqi^ ior Go^ AWa-kftait&ly^'^MB^ 



enda, wetc left out of tlif mimber which he gav^ ta ^a 
Son to redeem. This remnant is always to be Qonsidereq 
as exi^epted in i^ll the other promises;^ whethei: mentioned^ 
or not. But all the rest he has pledged bis faith to hi« 
Father and to the church to savej and if he lojse one of 
them his Mediatorial glory is lost forever. See John yi. 
37—40, and X. 14-16, 27^29. Thes^ promises >i^d 
engagements are to be considered as general ruks (as I 
have already stated iapage 16th) the exceptions to which 
are so small that they are compiaratively iH^t worth men* 
tioning; and are indeed only as a ali^t brui^ on the 
^eel, not worth complaining about. 

2. We now proceed ta inquire what Christ has done 
1^ fulfillii^ these engagements^ The question now is^ 
Has he bruised the Serpent^s head? Has be boen a bles«i 
9uig to* all the families of the earth? Uaa he drawn all 
9ien uHtO' him? Has he destroyed thet works of {he Devil? 
Has he bjpought in all Israel, with the fulness of the 
Crentiles? and has he been salvation to the ends of^ the 
earth? Let the history of the b^bk and facts determine* 
^^On web an important t^uhject as this we i^te not te 
iodulge a fanciful imagination, and build castles in the 
air; but we are to take solid ground, and determine by 
ireal fects^ known by the state of the world; and by the 
seVid declarations 9I the word of GUmI* In the first place 
let posxtrve known fix^ts tell us what the gospel has done 
in the world, and the^ let the prophets ol 6od tdLl ue 
what it has yet to do^ Then we can ass\iredly know 
whether the gospel will have finished its comse «,t the 
commencement of the Millennium; or wheth^ the maia 
work of saliratimi will not timn he only beginning. la 
^fur inquiries on this suhject,^ we will take a view of the 
progiess of the gospel,^ and the extent &i Christ^s klng^ 
clom from ^Im fall of Ad)am to th& ftood; lrQ» the ip&A 
t^ the eaiUng ei Abraham} from the calling of Abrahani 
k> the coming «f Christ; from the coming of Christ to 
the present ^y^ and from the present cky to the cwaof^ 
menoeipjBBt ef the MiUemiea^ 

After the fall the gospel set out eader the amsf ices ef 
Hm grand am4 &ttdameatal deelMatimi that tha seed ofi 
the woman shoeld heujifi^ the head of the Serpc»tw . Witia 
tbis great plan in vkw, Chvist began hi« kingdom^ an4 
Sfitroclucedhis Mediatorial work of redemption^ in wfaicli 

Ito waeepgagedti^foufiteva^tb^ influence o£&^ 
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'^and enemy of mankind^ and ransome a fallen world 
from eternal destruction. We cannot comprehend the 
great plan of God in conducting his affairs. But it ap- 
pears evident that Christ, the glorious Captain of otxt 
salvation, proceeds in his Mediatorial work according to 
the infinitely wise councils of heaven. It appears from 
facts, and from the prophecies, and statements of the 
scriptures, that God saw it best, and most for the mediae 
torial glory of Christ, to leave out a small remnant of the 
human race, as the seed of the Serpent; and it appears 
that he allotted them to be born, at least generally, during 
the first ages of the world, and after the end of the Mil- 
lennium, and that a small number of his elect, whom he 
had given to Christ, should be born during the time'of 
the reign of Satan over the non-elect, just as many as 
would be sufficient to have, and maintain a church on 
earth, in Ihe midst of Satan's dominions. We dare not 
ask the reason why God chose to do so; but ^%nown 
unto God are all his works from the beginning.^' Our 
business is to acquiesce in his will with humble reverence 
and adoration. Nevertheless it is our duty to observe 
his footsteps, and learn from his works and ways some- 
thing of his divine purpose towards the children of nien« 
We find, however, in fact, that Christ intended, in his 
infinite wisdom, to let Satan have the advantage at firsts 
and he has evidently had the advantage for nearly six 
thousand years. Six thousand years seem to us a long 
time; but they are as nothing compared with the years of 
the Millennium. 

We will modestly suggest a few considerations on this 
dark, solemn, and unfathomable subject. First, it evi* 
dently appears by the opposition that the church has met 
with, from the power and subtlety of Satan, that he is 
no contemptible enemy; but such as nothing but almighty 
power can conquer. Christ intends to make it evident 
to the world, to angels, and to his church, that he is a 
glorious conqueror. A great conqueror disdains a feeble 
enemy, and he would gain hut little honor in conquering 
him. King David disdained to kill Shimei; but he glo- 
ried in killing Goliah, and how diminutively Goliah 
spoke to the stripling David when he saw a raw, ruddy 
youth advancing forward to fight with a giant, and a man 
of war! But Christ has let the- world know that Satani 
is not .a trifling antagonist, and he will get glory in eon* 
luering him when the proper time will coniQ* 
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But, agnin, we are to tale notice that the seed of the 
Serpent are the non elect, who are all devoted to des- 
truction; and therefore they are proper objects of wrath 
and judgment. Thus Christ has a fair opportunity of 
showing his just indignation against sin and sinners, on 
these ^^vessels of wrath fitted for destruction.'' Thero 
does not appear, in the application of mercy to the guilty, 
and ungodly, any display of wrath and indignation 
against rebels, except only in the death of Christ. But 
God has seen fit, not only to display his justice in the 
death of his Son, when he took the sinner's place, but, 
by crowding the Devil's seed together for six thousand 
years, he has given his Son ample room, on all proper 
occasions, to ^^make his name terrible among the heathen, 
as a sin revenging God." See Gen. vi. 5, 6, 7, 12, 13. 
£xod. viii. 22, and ix. 14 — 16, and x. 1, 2, and xiv. 
17, 18. Deut. vi. 14, 16. Mai. i, 12. Many instances 
are recorded of God's terrible judgments falling upon the 
wicked generations of men. The flood of Noah, the land 
of Egypt, the Canaanites, the Sodomites, the rebellious 
Israelites, the Babylonish captivity, the destruction of 
Jerusalem, and thousands of other instances in the course 
of providence, declare unto us that God will not suffer 
sin to go unpunished. Thus, for wise reasons, of which 
we know but little, Christ has permitted Satan to reign 
generally over the world, and has suffered him to pursue 
his church with blood and slaughter wherever he has 
erected his kingdom. 

But we return from these general observations to take 
a view of the church in the different ages of the world 
since the fall of Adam. 

1. It appears from the history of Moses, that Satan 
got an easy conquest over our first parents in the garden 
of Eden, and by his fktal artifice be seduced Adam, who 
was the federal head of his posterity, to break covenant 
with God, and thus he ruined the human race and brought 
them into bondage. Adam revolted from under the gov- 
ernment of God, and he and all the human race became 
the servants of the wicked one. When the two first 
children of Adam came to years of maturii;y, the en- 
inity of the seed of the Serpent against the seed of the 
woman be^an to exhibit itself in wicked Cain, against 
righteous Abel. Religion is the sole cause of the spite 
fud malice of the wjicked sons of Beliel against the peo-*« 



pie of God. The church of Christ, among the children 
of Adam, began in Abel, and Satan's kingdom began in. 
Cain. Bat Satan^s kingdom got the victory over the 
church, in the shocking murder of Abel, and Satan be* 
came a literal murderer from the beginning* 

In the sixth chapter of Genesis we have a doleful ac*- 
count of the miserable and wretched state of the world of 
mankind. God seems to be fretted (speaking ajfter the 
manner of men) because they strove against, and grieved 
his Holy Spirit continually. The sous of God, by as* 
gociating with the wicked, became adulterated, and de- 
generated from the true worship of God, until the num^ 
ber of Christ's kingdom was reduced to eight souls; and 
not many of them were truly the children of God. It is 
remarkable what expressive language God is pleased to 
make u«e of in giving the reason^s for destroying the earth 
by the flood. "The wickedness of man was great in th© 
earth. The imagination of the thoughts of his heart wat 
only evil continually. And it repented the Lord that he 
had made man-— and it grieved him at his heart/' Moses 
says that the earth was corrupt before God, and till^ 
with violence;, for all ftesh had coarrupted his ways upon 
the earth, and Noah was the only man that was found 
perfect before G«d. This is a disma| account indeed, 
and plainly shaws, that ahhomgh Christ had set out on 
the auspicious promise of bruising the Serpent's head, 
yet his kingdom was straitened to a direct line from Adam 
to Noah, and had dwindled away al^mosi to nothing, 
while Satan's kingdom was filling the Whole earth witb 
wickedness and violence. In this miserable situation the 
church of Christ continued for the space df sixteen hun«» 
dred and fifty years. The flood was indeed a tremen- 
dous victory over Satan's kingdom^ in this world, in thQ 
destruction of that wicked generaftionf but all the glory 
the gospel received from it was, the preservation of ths 
Kttle flock of Christ in Noah's ark, 

2. From the fiood to the calling of Abrabsni, was about 
three hundred and fifty years; of which time we have but 
a very short accecint. But the building of the tower of 
Babel, as though they were intended td scale the baMe« 
toents of heaven; and alsa the calling of Abraham and 
separating him from the families of the earth, make it 
wry evident that the world had again revolted from God, 

mud were ftU beconie Maasc^ o£idokit^» ludsr th* pawei 
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and domiiiioTi of 19ataii; and the clnircTi was apjain con- 
fined to one family, while the Ast of mankind were given 
up to the government of the wicked one. Here we have 
two thousand years of the world in which the church of 
Christ is scarcely known; while the whole race of man- 
kind, excepting very few indeed, were led blindfolded by 
the old Serpent down to eternal destruction. 

3. From the calling of Abraham^ to the coming of 
Christ, contains two thousand years; during which time^ 
the church had to pass through a great variety of differ-^ 
ent scenes. There appears an evident design in the con-> 
duct of God to keep back his church from increasing; 
vhile Satan's kingdom was advancing with large strides 
all over the world, both in extent and numbers. Abra- 
ham's seed was especially designed for a repository, to 
preserve the name, the word, the worship, and the ordi- 
nances of the true God; to preserve* a correct line of de- 
scent from Abraham to the promised Messiah, (who was 
to be, in due time, a blessing to the world,) and to pre* 
•serve his church from being totally lost among the idola- 
trous nations of the earth. Abraham had eight sons^ 
Ismael, and the six sons of Keturah, and Isaac, the pro- 
mised seed, the son of Sarah. Hager and Keturah were 
only concubines, (seeG^n. xxv. 5, 6.) but Sarah was his 
legal wife, and Isaac was the legal heir; anv! God chose 
Isaac for himself, and the rest were all absorb nd in tho 
general mass of idolaters. Abraham was a hundred years 
old when Isaac was born. Sarah, Abraham's wife, \\ as 
barren; aqd so was Rebekah, Isaac's wife, until God 

I gave them chiMren by special promise. Isaac was sixty 
years of age when Kebekah brought him two sons, and 

. Satan got one of them. And Jacob had to steal the bles- 
sing from bis brother Esau, and to fly for his life to Laban 
the Syrian; there he had to serve fourteen years for big 
two wives, and he and his twelve sons and their families 
went down into Egypt, and were servants for four hun- 
dred years, in a state of sore bondage to the idolatrous 
'^Sypti^*^*? who were the enemies of God, and belonging 
to the kingdoms of Satan. Thus we find, between four 
ftnd five hundred years were spent, while the church of 
Christ was known in the world, only as strangers, arfd 

Its servants to the seed of thft Serpent, *a considerable 
part of the time making brick for -Pharaoh to build his 
palaces, temples and monuments for the grandeur of hiB 
^Uigdom^ and the worship of his gods. 
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But God, and his church, poor and degraded as it was, 
got great honor upon their enemies, when he delivered his 
little flock from the tyranny of Egypt; and he made Pha- 
raoh, and his kingdo n pay soundly for enslavingthe Is- 
raelites, as an example to other nations, who oppress their 
fellow men, and hold them in a state of bondage, not- 
withstanding all arguments, and remonstrances to the 
contrary. The dismal plagues of Egypt, the first bom 
of man and beast all prostrated in death, and king Pha- 
roah, his chariots and horses, and all his mighty host 
swallowed up in the Red Sea, was indeed an awful dis- 
play of divine power and majesty exercised for the pro- 
tection of his church, and the destruction of his enemies. 
But still we must remember, that this was not saving 
men^s lives, but destroying them; and this was notChrist^s 
direct mediatorial business; but his indirect work in pre- 
serving a small handful of men from being devoured by 
the multitudes of Satan's subjects. 

After the. Israelites crossed the Red Sea, they were 
kept wandering about in the wilderness forty years under 
the curse of God, for their wickedness, until thosie who 
had sinned were all consumed, and there were none of 
the old stock which came out of Egypt permitted to cross 
over into the promised land, but Joshua and Caleb. Also^ 
after they were settled in the land of Canaan, alas, what 
a stubborn, froward, and stiffnecked people they were! 
To look at the general conduct and disposition of the Is- 
raelites, excepting only a few instances, they appear more 
like a set of incarnate devils, than a church of Christ. 
Yet it was all the Church he had, and all the rest of the 
world belonged to Satan. Notwithstanding all that the 
Israelites had seen, and all that God had done for them, 
and all the promises he had given them, and all his warn- 
ings, threatenings, and judgments, yet it seemed impos- 
sible to keep them from idolatry, and from every abomi- 
nation which was practised among the nations around 
them. But God was merciful, and spared- them, and 
preserved, and defended them as his peculiar people* 
Here is now the whole church of Christ settled in a 
country not more than a hundred and fifty miles long and 
eighty miles wide; while Satan's kingdom extended all 
over the inhabited world." 

The kingdom of God consisted of twelve tribes until 
the days of Rehoboam the sou of Solomon, when J^ra- 
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%oam the son of Nebat drew off ten tribes from the housB 
of David; and also drew them off from the worship of the 
true God to the worship of idols. Then the church of • 
Christ consisted of two tribes only, to Wit, the tribe of 
Judah, and that of Benjamin. At length, for their incor- 
rigible wickedness they were carried away captives to 
Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, And were held in a state 
of bondage for seventy years. Here again the church of 
Christ was held in bondage under the power of one of 
Satan's servants the king of Babylon; their holy city Je- 
rusalem was destroyed, and their temple burnt to ashes. 
In this distressed situation the people of God remained 
until the predicted seventy years were finished. Then a 
few of them returned, by the command of Cyrus, to theit 
own land, and with much trouble and distress they re- 
built their city and temple, and became a body politic 
again. After this they were upwards of five hundred 
years tributaries to one nation and another whoever had 
the dominion over them. Indeed generally speaking, it 
was as much as they could exist as a nation. They were 
tributaries to the Persian kings, then to the successors of 
Alexander the Great, and finally to the Romans, who at 
length totally destroyed their city and temple, and extin- 
guished them as a nation; in which forlorn situation they 
are at this day. This poor unhappy people, who were 
the only people of God, draped out their existence for 
two thousand y^ars, generally in a Vety afflicted state; 
they were first strangers and pilgrims in the land of pro- 
mise, then servants in the land of Egypt, then wander- 
ers in the wilderness, afterwards they were often harrass- 
ed with the idolatrous nations around them; by the Mo- 
abites, the Canaanites, the Medianites, the Philistines^ 
the Amonites, the Syrians, the Assyrians, the Babylo* 
nians, the Persians, the Grecians and the Romans. 
Thus we see the diminutive state of the church of God 
for four thousand years. But only behold the vast ex- 
tent and the power of the dominions of Satan! their num- 
bers incalculable, living in idolatry, all up in arms against 
God and his people, and his holy worship! 

4. At length the great Messiah made his appearance. 
He is now come who is to bruise the head of the Serpent^ 
and in whom all the families of the earth are to be bless- 
ed. WbeUwChrist came into the world the Jewish na- 
tion was iu a very deplorable conditioA. They were tri- 

9 
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I butaries to the Romans, under bondafije to the seven 
/ headed Dragon, and under the government of Herod, 
who was a proselyted Edomite and one of the most cruel 
tyrants that ever existed. They were also sunk in igno- 
ranee and pride, and were, through their prejudices, be- 
' come malicious opposers of the kingdom of Christ. They 

knew not their Redeemer when he appeared among them; 
but wickedly persecuted him, and finally put him to death 
' in a base ignominious manner, for which they were, and 
are to this day accursed of God, and given up to hard- 
ness of heart and unbelief. However a small remnant 
has been saved, who believed the gOwspel, and formed 
the first christian church, into which the Gentile believers 
were engrafted; and we find that after the preaching of 
John the Baptist, and of Christ himself, tlie assembly of 
the saints in the morning of the day of Pentecost con- 
sisted of one hundred and twenty persons; a dear littl* 
forlorn church, very small in number, concealed in a pri- 
vate room, with myriads of enemies swarming around 
them, and spread all over the world. 



t* 



@;Sg;^^SD^ Tl' 



When Christ was come, and had died, and was risen 
again, and had taken his mediatorial seat in heaven, and 
had commissioned his disciples to preach the gospel to 
all the world, and had also promised to be with them by 
the influences of his Spirit to the end of time, one would 
expect, and no doubt the apostles expected, that all the 
world would be christianised in a very short season; and 
that the world of perishing sinners would have hailed the 
auspicious era of the gospel and would have deserted the 
camp of Satan, and flocked to Christ as the doves to 
iheir windows; but, alas, the event has proved far other- 
wise. We are, indeed, delighted to read of three thou- 
sand converted on the day of Pentecost, and of their 
number increasing to five thousand shortly afterward. 
We are pleased, and his^hly gratified to read the conver* 

«ioa of Saul of Tarsus, and to see his success in preach* 
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ing the gospel to the Gentiles. But still, all that was done^ 
altliough it fulfilieci the predictions of Christ to his apos- 
tles (read Matt, x, 16 — 25.) yet it came far, indeed ve- 
ry far, from what might naturally be expected. And 
even to this day, the gospel has, comparatively speaking, 
done but very little in the world towards saving sinners. 

With pleasure we admit that a great deal has beea 
done; but when we compare what is done to what might 
be done, and to what the Devil has actually done, and 
is doing every day before our eyes; and alao comparing 
what has been done, to what the gospel has yet to do, 
according to the promises of the word of God, we are 
certainly justifiable ia saying that the gospel has as yet 
doqe bnt very little. We know that churches have been 
planted here and there all over the Roman Empire; and 
that Constant] ne the Great was exalted to the Imperial 
throne^ and that he in a great measure put down Pagan- 
ism, and idolatry, and set up the christian religion ia 
the room of idol worship. But it is admitted that that 
happy state of the church by the unhappy abuse of 
christian bishops, did more real harm to the church than 
ever heathen persecutors did. The plan of papery, and 
all the abominable heresies which have pestered the 
church ever since to this day, in a manner took root in 
the church at that very time. Neither did the peace and 
happiness of the church at tha^t time last over fifteen years, 
and we may honestly say that the church has been in con- 
fusion ever since, and has paid dearly for all that she 
has gained. 

We are also ready to admit the glory of the time of 
the reformation from popery. This was indeed a glori* 
ous time for the church. The exertions of Luther, Fre- 
derick Elector of 8axony, Melancthon, Zuinglius, Cal- 
vin, Bucer, Brown, Knox^ and all the great reformers, 
have gained a great acquisition, and rid the church of 
her thraldoms under the baleful dominion of the Pope of 
Roo^e. But still the reformation was only like the rally- 
ing of a defeated army^ wheeling upon a victorious ene- 
my, and regaining a part of what they had lost; and in- 
deed the church has never yet gained the half of what 
she had lost by the ravages of popery, ?ind never wiU 
until the Pope is sent to perdition, and that will not be^ 

Until the conweucenieat of the MiUenoiuixu 
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But the melancholy truth is^ that notwithstanding all 
that has been done^ either by Christ's apostles^ Constan- 
tine, or all. the reformers, Satan the old Serpent still 
maintains his throne and reigns triumphantly over the 
whole world, excepting only a comparative few genuine 
professojrs of religion. Npt only so, but we are to consi« 
^er the troubles, distresses and persecutions which the 
church has had to endure. What massacres, devastations 
and blood; yea, what every thing that is tormenting and 
excruciating has she waded through, to obtain the least 
footing in the world, We find a few churches scattered 
here and there oyer the world, and all swimming in 
blood, and watched and hunted, and butchered like 
lambs, by ravenous wolves, or rapacious tigers. Where 
are our noble chiirches in Asia, Africa, and the ea$t of 
Europe? They are all ingulfed in the vortex of Maho- 
metan delusion; the Arabian locusts and the Euphratian 
horsemen have eaten them up. Where are our noble 
churches in Rome, Italy, Britain, Germany, France and 
Spain, and in all the western parts of Europe? They 
were all tran^pled under foot by the seven headed, and 
ten horned beast, and are so yet, except a few who have 
been emancipated by the reformation. Instead of the 
cause of Christ triumphing over Satan, Satan has driven 
the cffurch before him, like a flock of trembling sheep, 
from city to city and from country to country; he has 
burnt her bishops and cut the throats of her ministers, 
pulled down her temples, turned her worship into Ma- 
bometan mosques, and into Te Deums addressed to the 
Virgin Mary and to canonized saints. Yea, the Man of 
Sin, the Son of Perdition has got into the very temple 
of God, and exalteth himself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshipped. (2 Thess* ii. 3, 4.) 

But we glory in the churches in America. It is true, 
nirhen we compare ourselves with ourselves, we have 
a right to fejoiee in our privileges and blessings; but 
when we consider that all the vast continent of South 
America .are all Papists and savages, and the greater 
part of the Gaoadas are French Roman Catholics, and 
that a great part of our own boundaries are savage In- 
dians, and that even among our white people there are 
upwards of ten or twelve hundred thousand unchristian- 
Ized Africans; and probably not more than one tenth vf^ 
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indeed but little to boast of, when compared with the vast 
extent and numbers of Satan's kingdonu But we are not 
to stop here; (I wish to God we could;) how many, even 
d.mong the members of the churchy are nothing but mere 
formalists and hypocrites? and how many in all the dif- 
ferent ages, and countries in the world, have been empty 
professors, without true religion, and in reality nothing 
but the servants of the Devil? So that when we abstract 
from the true church all false professors, and mere pre- 
tenders to religion; and only reclfon upon those who are, 
and ever have been true disciples of Christ, we are struck 
with astonishment; and were it not for our future pros- 

fiects, we would be forever ashamed, and confounded at 
he pitiable figure the gospel has ever been able to make 
in the world, coippared to the grandeur and magnificence 
of the dominions of old Beelzebub. 

Therefore, if this be the true state of the church through- 
jout the ages of the world from the fall of Adam to this 
day; surely the kingdom of our adorable Redeemer, has 
peveryet gained an honorable victory over Satan; and it 
is abundantly evident that the head of the Serpent has 
never yet been bruised; but that he has reigned in triumph 
over the whole world, and throughout all ages, notwith- 
standing all the exertions which have been made to oppose 
him, by the prophets and apostles, and all the heralds of 
the cross of Christ. 

5. We come now to take a view of the church during 
the interim between the present time and the commence- 
ment of the Millennium. It is not material to the pres- 
ent argument when the M^ennium will begin; the inqui- 
ry is, what state will the church be in until it does begin, 
he the time long or short. According to the prophecy of 
St. John, three things must be fulfilled before the Mil- 
lennium will commence. 1. The church (the woman) 
must remain in the wilderness during the reign of the 
Pope, and the two witnesses must continue clothed in 
sackcloth. 2. The twp witnesses must be slain, and lie 
dead for three years and a half. 8. The Papal power 
must Ife destroyed. When these three things are fulfilled^ 
the Millennium will commence, and not before. 

1. The church has been in the wilderness, and the 
ifitnesses have been prophesying in sackcloth upwards of 
twelve hundred years, and the prophecy says, they must. 
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continue so during the 1260 years of the reign of the heast. 
The reader will be fully convinced, that the time of the 
churches stay in the wilderness, and of the witnesses 
prophesying in sackcloth, exactly synchronize with the 
reign of the Pope, if he will read Rev. xi. 2, 3, & 12. 
vi. 14. and xiii. 5. compared with Dan. vii. 23—27. & 
xu. 7. 

2, We find that the Beast, out of the bottomless pit, 
under the influence of Satan, is yet to overcome the 
church, and bring the cause of Christ, apparently to ruin. 
In Rev. xi. 7 — 11. it is thus stated: ^*And when they, 
(to wit, the witnesses,) shall have finished (or were about 
finishing) their testimony, the Beast (to wit, the Papal 
church,) shall make war against thf m, and shall overcome 
them, and shall kill them, and their dead bodies shall 
lie in the street, &c. And the people shall see their dead 
bodies three day^ and an half; (to wit, three years and a 
half;) and they who dwell upon the earth shall rejoice 
over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to 
another — And after three days and a half the spirit of 
life from God entered into them, and they stood upon 
their feet, and great fear fell upon them who saw them.'' 
It is very evident from this prophecy, that the church 
has a dismal time of persecution befi>re her, and accord- 
ing to our calculation from the prophet Daniel it cannot 
be far distant. 

From several things stated in this prophecy, it evident- 
ly appears that it is not yet fulfilled. It is to take place 
when the witnesses are about finishing their testimony; 
and the witnesses are yet prophesying; the church and 
her ministers are yet preacUp^g, and bearing testimony 
for the truth, and against Popery, and wickedness; and 
therefore they are not yet slain. It also appears from 
Verses 12 — 15, that the slaying of the witnesses is to be 
the last persecution that will take place previous to the 
Millennium, and that the third woe and the sounding of 
the seventh trumpet will immediately succeed, and put an 
end to Popery, raise the witnesses, and introduce the 
Millennium; when the kingdom of this world will become 
the kii^dom of our God and of his Christ, and Christ 
will reign over the whole earth forever and ever. These 
things are not yet come to pass, and therefore we know 
that this prophecy i<^ not yet ful&lled^ and thftt the \Hih 
nesses are yet to be 3lain» 



\\ 



63 

The three woes (chap. viii. 13.) were evidently intended 
to predict judgments upon the papal, and the eastern or 
Greek churches which had adopted the worship of ima- 
ges; and they were to follow the three last trumpets. 
The first woe followed the fifth trumpet; and the Sara- 
cens, or Mahometans overran Egypt, Palestine, Syria, 
Persia and the greater part of Asia Minor. (Chap. ix. I 
—12.) The second woe followed the sixth trumpet; and 
the Euphratian horsemen, to wit, the Turks, overran all 
ibe Saracens' empire and extended their conquests into 
Kurope, conquered all Greece, took Constantinople, and 
all the East of Europe, (ver. 13 — 21.) The third woe 
of course must follow the seventh trumpet, and will over- 
turn both the papal, and the Turkish power and domi- 
nion, and introduce the Millennium. Therefore it evi- 
dently appears that the church has the most tremendous 
scene of persecution before her; and every man and wo- 
man who is, or will be a friend to Christ and his cause, 
should be on the alert ^ and l)e prepared to stem the storm 
with christian fortitude and patience; and let all who ex- 
pect, from their present age to live twenty years longer 
expect to know by experience what the church has in 
time past suffered for the cause of the glorious gospel of 
Christi I am not disposed to raise a phantom to alarm 
the fears of the church; nor would I wish to excite im- 
proper apprehensions of danger; neither would it be pro- 
per to do so. But I feel confident that God has predict- 
ed these things in his word, and therefore I feel it my 
duty as a watchman on the vralls of Zion, to give warn- 
ing, when I see the sword coming. If the word of God 
has said these things, thej will infallibly come to pass. 
My duty is to tell the world how I understand these pro- 
phecies; and if I am wrong, it is my weakness; but if I 
am correct in my views of God^s word, the church may 
depend upon it, that she will have her members tried to 
the quick, and that before very long. I have given my 
reasons for my opinions^ and the public has it in their 
power to judge of them. But one thing I say; let the 
church beware of speak^g peace, when God speaks 
none. 

3. In the tlA^ place, the Papal power, and all the 

I lowers of Antichrist mast be destroyed, before the Mil- 
ennium will commence, and this will not take place, 
Uitil the 1260 years of the Pope's reign will be finished^ 
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and while the Beast reigns, the go.spel will not have- 
much success in overturning Satan^s kingdom. A great 
deal may be done, and a great deal has been done these 
twenty years past, by missionary and bible societies, in 
laying a grand foundation for the spread of the gospel, 
when the time appointed will come. The translating, 
and disseminating the word of God over the heatheu 
world, in the diflFerent languages of the earth, is undoubt- 
edly a great thing, and every friend to Jesus ought to 
encourage, and aid the glorious cause. But all this is 
not the Millennium. But it is laying an excellent foun- 
dation for it. Yet notwithstanding all these exertions, 
while ever the church remains in the wilderness, and the 
witnesses are prophesying in sackcloth, and are not slain, 
and while ever the Pope occupies his throne, the gospel 
will not do much good, and the church must wait till 
Grod^s appointed time. If, therefore, the church is to be 
in the wilderness, constantly fleeing before the Dragon, 
oppressed with affliction, and distress; and if the two 
witnesses are still to prophesy in sackcloth, and at last 
to be slain, and lie dead until the Millennium commences, 
how is it possible for the cause of Christ to triumph over 
the kingdom of Satan? It is in vain for us to feed^ our- 
selves up with fancies, and build thrones on empty ima- 
ginations, contrary to the express word of God. The 
truth is, the Pope, according to prophecy, will reign, 
and Mahomet will reign, until the Millennium begins; 
• the Pope, Mahomet, and Pagans, all belong to the king* 
dom of Satan, They are all three reigning now, and 
will reign until God's appointed time; and that will be, 
as we have said, until the end of twelve hundred and 
sixty years from the commencement of Popery. All 
which time the church must, according to the declaration 
of God's word, be in the wilderness flying from the face 
of the Serpent. Also her two witnesses must all this 
time be clad in sackcloth, and go in mourning, and at 
last be slain, and be dead for three years and a half, at 
the close of their testimony. This then is what we are 
to expect if the word of God be true, and we understand 
it rightly, 

^■^'^se things being so, in vain do we talk of the gos^ 

iding over the world, and gaining ground on the 

if Satan. Tfhe fact is. Paganism, the Beast, 

le prophet are reigning; hAve reigned all over 
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the worlds (except a very small part indeed ,) and will 
reign until the twelve hundred and sixty jears will be 
ended. If^ therefore, the gospel is to come to a close at 
the commencement of the Millennium , what time will it 
have to spread all over the emrth? how will it bring in 
the Jews? how will it extend from sea to sea, and from 
the river to the ends of the eartli? how will all the ends 
of the earth see the salvation of God? But it is said that 
God can do wonders; he can cause a nation to be bom in 
a day^ and all these great promises can be fulfilled in a 
very short time, even between this time and the begin- 
ning of the Millennium. But it is impossible for the gos- 
pel to spread all over the world in the circumstances in 
which the church is now and must continue to be till the 
Millennium will begin. If the gospel w;ould spread over 
the world, and convert heathens, Jews and Mahometans^ 
it would bring the woman out of the wilderness, and take 
tlie aackcloth oS the witnesses^, and prevent them flrom 
being slain; it would raise them before they would be 
dead, and it would destroy popery and Mahometanism 
before the twelve hundred and sixty years would be fin- 
ished. In short,, it would overturn the whole series of 
prophecy, and falsify the word of God. The church 
cannot be prosperous, and be in distress at the same time; 
the witnesses cannot overcome the kingdom of 8atan, and 
go in sackcloth at the same time. The meaning of sack- 
cloth is mourning, sorrow, and distress, and the meaning 
of fleeing inta the wilderness from the face of the serpent^ 
is to be hiding from danger, and to be in a disconsolate^ 
forlorn condition. In this melancholy, mournings and 
distressed state, the church, and the witnesses have been 
for upwards of twelve hundred years, and must yet die, 
and lie dead for three years and a half before she, or they, 
can arise to glory and triumph. Therefore it is perfectly 
idle to talk of the gospel spreading over the world, while 
the church continues in this distressed and forlorn c^n-* 
dition. God will not grant such success to his ww^; 
nay, he cannot do it consistent with his truth, and accor- 
ding to thft plan which he has revealed in his word. The 
gospel must be concealed in the wilderness, and the min* 
isters of Christ must preach in sackcloth until God^s 
time to favour Zion shall come; and therefore the gospel 
never can be successful, in the circumstances in which 
th^ church is, and in which she will; andmujsrtbe^ $a^t* 

8 
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ding to propbccy, until the Millemiium conmieiices.' 
3. In the last place, we are to consider, what Christ 
has yet to do before his mediatorial glory can be com- 
plete. This question is easily answered. He mnst do^ 
exactly and precisely, what he has promised to do. He 
must fulfil his covenant engagements with hb Father^ 
and that is, to lose nothing of all he has given him to 
fiiave; (John vi. 39. and xviii. 9.) and not suffer Satan^ 
nor any thing else^ to pluck one of them out of his hand; 
{John X. 28, 29. ) and he must fulfil his promises to his 
church; and that is, ^^To bruise Satan under het feet;'^ 
(Rom. xvi. 20. Gen. iii. 15.) to ble«s all the families of 
the earth; (Gen. xii. 3, and xxviii. 14.) to destroy the 
works of the devil; (1 John nil 8.) and to draw all men 
unto him; (John xii. 32.) and also to fulfil his salemn 
oath to Moses. (Num. xiv. 21.) *^But as truly as Ilive^ 
all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord," 
^^and all the ends of the earth must see his salvation.'^ 
(Is. Iii.. 10..) This he hai? never done yet; but he haft 
bound himself by his own eternal truth to do it in due 
tinie; and his mediatorial glory depends upon his fulfilling 
tev«ry tittle of what he has promised to do for the salva* 
tioa 6f sinners. 

I have now endeavoured honestly to examine and see 
^hsit Ghrtisf has engaged and promised to do; and also^ 
we ba^e smn, what he has already done^ and thirdly^ 
what he feiis yet to do, in order to fulfil his wovd; and we 
find ibftt he be^ only entered upon and is about complet* 
isg the exordium, a m^e introduction of his work, and 
the main work of salvation is yet to be performed. Satutt 
has evideikitly been reigning in trhimpb from the begin* 
ning of the oonteat,^ and wiU reign by the permission of 
beavten till the conunenceiiient of the Millenniutn. The 
church has waded through many seas of bloody ^ and she 
lias one iimm, mtd fte deqiest and broadest one to wade 
through yet, before she will find terra wbma to rest 
JBipon^ Now, what shall we say? This unhappy theovf 
says,, ^^the rjice of mankind will cease,^ the gospel will 
terminate, «nd all oppnortunity of salvation will be over^ 
at the: connnenoeBifent of the Milleimium.^^ If so, thest 
we 9f6jf liy we have Aemonsimted it, we have proved it^ 
fhat ffhrist will forever lose his mediatorial glory; his 
plan, which he has stated to us, will be defeated; and 

UltlKn^ Chriwt will have taken a little flock of pris^oers 



67 

from the camp of Batan^ yet Satan ^11 have gained a 
complete victoiy^ and will have held, his dominion over 
the worid^ and it will be forever true what St. John said^ 
^^he whole world lieth and will eternally lie in wickr* 
edness!^' The writer of thege remarks feels his heart 
rising with indignation and abhori-ence^ at the ghastly 
idea of Satan^s kingdom^ according to this blasphemous 
hypothesis^ becoming victorious over the church of Christ. 
But my heart is perfectly relieved when I see all the evi- 
dences and proofs both from scripture and from facts 
combining to prove this sentiment false^ and bearing all 
the scandal and reproach on itself, which it attempts to 
throw vpon the cross, and upon the church of Christ. 
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Having endeavoured to remove those obstacles out of 
the way, we now proceed to show more particularly 
what l^e MiUennium wiU he. We state, in the first 
place, that the great object of the Millennium is, com- 
pletjely to fulfil ail the proD[iises of God relative to the 
glorious extent and grandeur of the church, destroying the 
kingdom of Satan, and extending the blessings of salya*- 
tion to all the inhabitants pf ^e earth, for a tiboosanA 
prophetical years; all Jews^^ Mahometans, Papists n»A 
pagsAS, who will remain after the dreailfal catastrophe of 
papal Borne, and all the numerous generations of man* 
kind^ wiU be saved with an everlasting salvatioii, to the 
infinite gloiT^ of the &edemner, and the eternal honor of 
the gwpel of Christ* In (order that this may come to 
pass se^veral impottaiit tilings mmat take place. AJl the 
children who will he bosa must he of the elect number; 
or, in either wcords, they will all he ^^mich as shall be 
saved/^ The seed itf the Serpent will be destroyed, and 
DO more of that unhappy number will be horn until the 
thonaand years are eaded^ This at least will be true on 
^enl princi^es; we do Airt pretend to say that everj 
todtvidoal will be saved; perhaps it may be so; hut it 
fffi^^odoidittegeiieealljr^soi. Sataa almi muathe e&Cf 
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taally restrained^ so that he will not be permitted to 
tempt, deceive, or in any way disturb the inhabitants of 
the earth, during this happy season. Moreover, the in* 
fluences of the Spirit of God, must in a superabundant 
degree, and in a most powerful manner, accompany the 
gospel, and the saving effects of the word of Gt>rd will iti 
due time, be felt in every heart, convincing and convert- 
ing sinners, and building up believers in the faith and 
comfort of the gospel. Thus Christ will come down and 
reign in Us church, and in and over the world, in a spi- 
ritual sense, by his spiritual presence, to wit, by the in- 
fluences of his holy spirit, aad the dispensations t)f his 
grace and providence, to the great joy, peace, happi- 
ness, and consolation of his church and peopl?. He 
will gui^ them^ preserve them, direct them, and bless 
them; and he will emphatically be a blessing to all the 
nations and families of the earth. 

2. The gospel will be preached, and the ordinances 
administered, aiid all the means of grace dispensed in the 
church, which Christ has appointed in his word; and 
these will then, as well as now, be the only means by 
which sinners will be saved. Children will not be bom 
holy, more than they are now; sinners will need regene- 
ration, faith, and sanctification, as much as ever they did^ 
and constant grace to direct, assist, and keep them in the 
way of duty, and preserve them in the ways of religion* 
But there will be no deficiency, either as to means, or 
grace to accompany the means, to render them effectual 
to salvation; for the gospel, the bible, and all the ordi- 
nances of the house of God, will be spread all over the 
World. Is. ii. 1, 2. ^^And it shall come to pass tn ^Ae Za^f 
datjBj^^ (to wit, the days of the Millennium) ^^thatt the 
mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in the 
top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills, 
and all nations shall flow into it, and many people shall 
go and say. Come ye and let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will 
teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths, for 
out of Zion shall go forth the law and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem." Chap. lix. 21. ^^As for me, this 
is my covenant with ftem, saith the Lord^ my Spirit that 
is upon thee, and my words, which I have put in thy 
mouth, ahall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the 
mouth of thy seed^ nor out of the mouth of thy seed^» 
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seed, saitb the Lord, from henceforth and forever.'^ ^OL 
have sworn by myself, the word is gone ont of my mouth, 
in righteousness, and shall not return, That unto me eve- 
ry knee shall bow, and every tongue shall swear. Sure- 
ly, shall one say^^ (they shall say surely) ^^in the Lord 
have I righteousness and strength; even to him'' (Christ) 
^^shall men come— In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel 
be justified and shall glory/' Psalm xxii. 27. "All the 
ends of the world shall remember and torn unto the Lord, 
and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before 
thee." Is. 111. 10. ^^The Lord hath made bare his arm 
in the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth 
shall see the salvation of our God." See also, Is. Ivi. 6 
— 8. Hab. ii. 14. Zech. xii. 10 — 14. 

3. The kingdom of Satan will be totally destroyed, 
his head bruised, and his power and influence effectually 
restrained. The reign of popery shall forever be hissed 
out of the world; the delusions of Mahomet shall be done 
away; and idol worship and all kind of idolatry shall 
forever cease; and the true worship of God, in spirit and 
in truth, in the name of Jesus Christ, shall prevail over 
the world. Rev. xviii. 2, 21. "Babylon the great is fal- 
len, is fallen. And a mighty angel took up a stone, like 
a great millstone and cast it into the sea, saying. Thus 
with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown 
down, and shall be found no more at all." 2 Thess. ii. 
3 — 8. ^^That man of sin,'»-^he son of perdition — whom the 
Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall 
destroy with the brightness of his coming." Rev. xix. 
20, 21. ^^And the beast was taken, and the false prophet: 
These both were cast alive into a lake of fire, burning witk 
brimstone. And the remnant were slain with the sword 
of him who sat upon the horse, which proceeded out of 
his mouth." Chap. xx. l-r-8 — And he laid hold on the 
Dragon, —and bound him a thousand years," &c. See 
chap. xi. 18. ^^And shouidest destroy them who destroy 
ihe earth;" not only papists but also Turks and Mahom* 
etans. Is. ii. 17 — 21. ^^ — The Lord alone shall be ex- 
alted in that day, and the idols he shall utterly abolish. 
In that day a man shall cast his idols of silver, and his 
idols of gold, which they made, each for himself to wor- 
ship, to the moles and to the bats; to go into the clifts ot 
the rocks — ^for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his 
M^y^ty^ when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. J^ 
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Jer. X. 11. ^^he gods that have not made the heareiti^^ 
and the earthy even they shall perish from the ^earth, and 
from under these heavens/^ Zech. xiv. 20, 21 • ^^In thai 
day shall there be on the l>elh of the horses, holiness 
UNTO THE Lord. Yea every pot in Jerusalem and in 
Judah shall be. Holiness uuto the Lord of Hosts^^^ &c. 
£zek. xxxvii. 21—28. ^^Neither shall they deflle them- 
selves any more with their idols, nor with their detesta- 
ble things, nor with any of their transgressions; but I will 
eave them — so shall they be my people, and I will be 
their God; And David my servant shall be king over 
them — and they shall walk in my judgments and observe 
my statutes to do them. And they sball dwell in the 
land — Even they and their children, and their children's 
children forever, and my servant David shall be iheir 
prince forever,'^ &c. See Jer. xxxiii, 5, 6. Hos. iii. 4, 
5. Luke i. 82, 33. Is. ix. 6, 7. 

4. The light of the gospel will become very great and 
glorious. Believers will see and understand the glorious 
doctrines of the bible, with clearness, even those doctrines 
lyhich arer mysteries to us. How easily the apostles, 
under the direction of the Spirit, could apply the dark 
prophecies of the old Testament to the establishment of 
the gospel. So no doubt it will be with the millennary 
inhabitants of the New Jerusalem; they, under the clear 
sunshine of the gospel, will see clearly, and understand 
with ease and perspicuity, the hidden mysteries of reli- 
gion, of which it costs us hard study and labour to have 
even a glimmering view. The prophets have set this 
matter in a very striking, and beautiful light, and have 

S'ven it very sublime and high colouring indeed. See 
ech. xiv. §, 7. ^^And it shall come to pass in tfaa^day, 
ttat the light shall not be clear, nor dark — ^not djiy ncwr 
night; but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it 
shall belight.^^ When Christ was crucified, it was in- 
fleed a dreary time in the view of the church; yet it was 
« day well known ^ or appointed to or by the Lord. The 
fight began to dawn at the resurrection; on the day at 
pentecost it began to shine more clearly; and it has been 
increasing ever since, but still it is misty and cloudy; the 
8un does not shine clearly, nor will it until the evening 
of the gospel. Even christians with all the spiritual 
light they have, can only see darkly, as through a ^ass. 
How little do we know of the gospel plan? How dnk\y 
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can we miderstand the dispensations of God towards our* 
selves^ or towards the church? How often do doubts and 
fears prevail in our minds, notwithstanding all that Christ 
has said and promised in his word? How weak our faith^ 
how low and gro^velling are our affections notwithstatid* 
ing all our light? But the evening time will soon be here, 
when the gospel sun will not be set; but when it will 
break forth from behind the eclipse, and shine ouf with 
resplendent lustre, and completely dispel all mists ^ and 
clouds, and clearly illuminate all the regions of the earthy 
from east to west, and from pole to pole. 

If the reader will read Ezek. xlii. 1—5, he will find 
a very beautiful representation of the gradual increase o^ 
the gospel under the figure of a stream of water. When 
the prophet first crossed it, the waters were to the ancles;; 
a thousand cubits lower down, the waters came to hi)» 
kneesi; a thousand cubits farther, they were to his loins; 
but a thousand cubits farther, they became a river that 
could not be passed without swimming. The light and 
eflTects of the gospel, from the fall to Abraham, were to 
the ancles; from Abraham throtigh the Jewish dispensa* 
lion to Christ, they were to the knees; from Christ under 
the christian dispensation, they are to the leins till th^ < 
caminencement of the Millennium; but through the Mil* 
lennium they will be as an unfordable river. Is. xi. 9- 
-^"Tbe earth shall be filled with the knowledge of^e 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.^^ See Sol. Sungs, vi. 
to. In Is. XXX. 36, we have a noble description of ther 
glorious lig^t of the gospel hi the latter day.'' ^^More- 
over^ the light of the moon shall be as the light of the 
sun, and the light of the sun shall be seven fold, as the 
light of seven days^ in the day that the Lord bindeth np 
the breach of his people, and hei^leth the stroke of their 
wound/' Compai^ this with chap. xxiv. 23. *^Then the 
moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, w^en 
the Lord of hosts shall reign in Mount Zion and in Je- 
rusalem, and before his ancients gloriously." This is a 
bold figure indeed; the sun and moon are here personified 
and represented as blushing, and ashamed when their 
feeble beams are compared with the more refulgent rayv 
of the gospel, when God shall bring in the Jew, with 
the fulnciss of the Oentiles, and reign gloriously over his 
ancient people whom he had long rejected. See also I^* 
Ix. 19, 20. Zeck xii* 8. Bev. xw. 23^ 26, 
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5. The kingdom of the Messiah shall extend all over 
the world, and Christ, the seed of Abraham, shall be. a. 
blessing to ^11 the nations and families of the earth. All 
the kindreds, tongues and nations in the world, shall be 
given to him, and his salvation shall extend to the utmost 
bounds of this lower creation, and Jesus our adorable 
Savior, who was lifted up^ on the cross, shall draw all 
men unto him. Thus, as St. Paul says, Rom. x. 18, 
alluding to what the Psalmist said, when he compared 
the word of God to the luminaries in the firmament^ (Ps. 
19) ^^Verily their sound'' (to wit, the sound of the preach- 
ers of the gospel) ^^went into all the earth, and their 
•words unto the ends of the world,'' as the light of the sun 
and moon and the glory of the starry firmament proclaim, 
by day and by night, the glory of the Lord. Is. xxvii. 
6. ^^Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the 
world with frait." Is. xlix. 6. ^^I will also give thee for 
a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation 
unto the ends of the eaj*th." Zech. ix. 10. ^^He shall 
speak unto the heathen and his dominion shall be from 
sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of 
the earth." Mai. i. 11. "From the rising of the sun, 
even to the going down of the same, my name shall be 
great among the Gentiles. And in every place incense 
sahall be oflTered to my name and a pure oiSering; for my 
name shall be great among the heathen saith the Lord of 
hosts." Is. xi. 9. "For the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sefi." 
Pan. vii. 14. "And there was given him dominion, and 
glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and lan- 
guages should serve him." 

6. The Jews shall be converted to Christianity, and all 
the tribes of Israel will be brought into the church of 
Christ. Whetherthe Israelites will be literally brought 
to their own land, or whether those numerous prophecies 
which predict their return, are to be understood in a me- 
taphorical sense, is a question, which the fulfilment can 
only determine. It is sufficient for our present inquiry 
to know certainly, that they will be brought to embrace 
the christian religion. This we are sure of, whether they 
will actually return to Jerusalem or not; and this will be 
a glorious fulfilment of the pr4>mises of God relative to 
their restoration. We have demonstrated, that while the 
church is in ^he wildorn^ss, and the witnesses are pro-^ 
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phesyitig in sackcloth the Jews will not be brought in; 
for they are to be brought in with the fulness of the Gen- 
tiles. But this Cannot be, while the church is in the 
wilderness, and the witnesses are clad in mourning. If^ 
ihen, the gospel will be at an end when the Millennium 
commences, the Jews will never be converted, and this 
would falsify hundreds of passages in the word of God 
where God has solemnly pledged his eternal veracity that 
he will gather them from among the nations and bring 
them to their own land. This abundantly demonstrates 
that that unhappy sentiment is not only false but dishon- 
oring to Gt)d and derogatory to the mediatorial glory of 
Christ. Sfe6 Hosea iii. 4, 5. Zech. ii. 4, 5, and viii. 3 
— 6. E^ek. xxxvi. and liiany other places. 

7. The kingdom of Christ will be vastly numerous in 
the Millennary state. Christ's flock is now and ever has 
beed, a little flock, few in number, scattered up and 
down thfrough the world, in the midst of prowling wolves, 
to vntt^ the Bevil's seed, who have eVer been engaged in 
SnidLti^^ cause and always up in arms against the poor 
disciples of Christ. All the world lieth in wickedness, 
and the Enemies of Christ are spread all over the face of 
the torth. Is it nothing for the numbers of Satan's king- 
dolni to be incalculable? and even incalculably greater 
than the numbers of the kingdom of Christ? Can we 
feel it no dishonor to Christ or his gospel, that but few 
will bie saved, notwithstanding the agonies of his death, 
and th^ inflnite merits of his blood, and the ample pro- 
vision that Was made fbr the redemption of sinniers? and 
that the greater part of mankind, nevertheless, will be 
foreVer lost? We ought to be cautious of indulging such 
sentiments, lest we dishonor our glorious Redeemer, and 
trample upon the dignity of his cross. I confess I feel 
the salvation of my own soul a great prize indeed; butii 
is not enough fot nle to glory over my own salvation, and 
the salvation of a few more scattered here and there 
through thfe world. The gdspel presents an infinitely 
higher object before us than this. The honor and glory 
of our Redeemer is at stake, and the respectability of the 
gospel, and the dignity of the chtirch are all deeply con- 
cerned in this matter. But it is impossible for Christ, as 
a Redeemer, his gospel, of his church to be glorious, 
unless he destroy Satan^s kingdom, which never can be 
done by suffering him to lead the greater part of manfcin 

10 



74 

down to penlilioQ. The plain undeniable troth' is^ 
Christ's kingdom musit become numerous, and very nu- 
merous, and indeed incalculably more numerous than 
Satan's kingdom, or he never can be glorious in his me- 
diatorial character. If the gospel would end, with the 
end of Satan^s reign, the respectability of the church, 
the honor of the cross, and the glory of the Saviour 
would end with it. But blessed be our adorable Saviour, 
he has promised his church better things. Abraham was 
constituted the heir of the worlds in the covenant which 
God made with him. Rom. iv. 13. He was made the 
father of believers in all ages, and among all nations 
(ver. 11, 12, 16.) and all believers are accounted Ma 
seed (Gal. iii. 28,29.) Thus the apostle argues, that 
the promise, that Abraham should be the father of many 
nations, is by no means confined to his natural posterity 
but more especially relates to his spiritual seed who are 
interested in the same covenant by faith, inasmuch as he 
was to be the progenitor of Christ the promised Seed, 
who is the heir of all things (Heb. i. 2.) Therefore 
Abraham's seed does not mean exclusively the children 
of Israel, but also all the faithful, both Jews and Gen- 
tiles. This is^ a very important circumstance to prove 
the vast numbers of believers who will constitute the 
kingdom of Christ; for God said to Abraham, (Gen. xiii« 
16,) ^^I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth, so 
that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall 
thy seed also be numbered." This is a far higher figure 
than the stars of heaven, (Chap. xv. 5.) or the sand 
which is upon the seashore. (Chap. xxii. 17.) Who 
can number the particles of dust in one square foot of 
earth; here our calculation, and our ideas of numbers 
are lost, but I am not sure that an angel can count the 
particles of dust that compose the whole earth. This is 
indeed a bold figure, and looks like extravagance, but 
God knew what he was saying, and what he was pro* 
mising to do for Abrahaiq, and for his church in the 
latter day. But the Serpent can yetoutcount Abraham soM 
far, that Abraham's seed would hardly be worthy of av 
comparison, as to numbers. Surely there is a glorious 
time before us, when the seed of the Serpent will end, 
and the seed of Abraham will rise in numbers equal to 
the dignitv of this noble promise, and the church will 
o longer be ashamed of the paucity of Abi:4hiiitt's chi^- 
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last days, that the mouatain of the Lord^s house shall 
be established id the top of the moantains — and all na- 
iioDs shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and 
say, Come ye, and let us go Up to the mountain of the 
Lord to the house of the God of Jacob, and he shall 
judge among the nations and shall rebuke many people." 
Is. Ix. "And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and 
kings to the brightness of thy rising; thy sons shall come 
from far, and thy daughters shall he nursed at thy side 
— the abundanee of the sea (sailors, and inhabitants of 
the islands) shall be converted unto thee, the forces (or 
armies) of the Gentiles shall come nuto thee. Who are 
these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their win- 
dows — ^Thy gates shall be open continually," (to receive 
converts flocking to the church,) they shall not be shut 
night noF day, that men may bring unto thee the forces 
of the Gentiles, and that their kings may be brought — I 
will make thee an eternal excellence, a joy of many gene- 
rations—A little one shall become a thousand, and a 
small one a strong nation. I the Lord will hasten it in 
his time." Chap. Ixvi. ^'Before she travailed she brought 
forth, before her pains came she was delivered of a man- 
child" (ver. 7.) or a strong vigorous progeny. This is a 
beautiful figure. Now under this comparatively dark 
time of the gospel, what distress and labor young con- 
verts have to go through, suffering under convictions, 
fears, doubts, and despair, before they apply to Christ 
'with any degree of confidence; but when the Millennium 
takes place the church will bring forth her spiritual chil- 
drela without any travail, or throes of parturition. Sin- 
ners will fly to Christ at once, without waiting ordetain- 
ing long, like foolish Epbraim did in the place of the 
breaking fbrth of children, (Hosea xiii. 13 
of the gospel will be so clear, that it will 
remove all doubt or difficulty, and the i 
come forth at once without any pain of uni 
-^ vail. (ver. 8.) "Who hath heard such a: 
t, bath seen such a thing? Shall the earth be 
forth in a day? Shall a nation be born at 
soon as ZioQ travailed she brought firth 
(ver. 18.) I will gather all nations, and 
they shall come, and see my glory." See 
and Ezek. xxxvi. 10, ll. Dan. ii. 35. Ze 
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^^Tbus saitb the Lord of hosts^ there shall yet old men^ 
and old women dwell in the sheets of Jerusalem; and 
every man with his staff in his hand for very age. And 
the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls 
playing in the streets thereof.^' See ver. 20 — 23^ and 
Hosea i. 10^ 11. Jer. xxxi« 34. ^^And they shall teach 
no more every man his neighbor, and every man his bro- 
ther^ saying, Know the Lord; for they shall all know 
me from the least of them to the greatest of them, saith 
the Lord/' Chap, xxxiii. 22. ^^As the host of heaven 
cannot be numbei^ed, neither the sand of the sea mea- 
sured, so will I multiply the seed of David my servant^ 
and the Levites who minister unto me.'^ 8ee also the 
following texts in the New Testament which are not to 
be limited as they usually have been^ but understood on 
general principles with only the small exception of the 
seed of the serpent, John L 7, 9^ 29, and xii^. 31^ 32. 
Luke ii. 10. Acts iii. 26. Rom. v. 17—21. 1 Tim. ii. 4 
-^6, and iv. 10. Matt, xxviii. 19, 20i Mark xvi. 15* 
John iii. 17, and xvi. 8, 11. Col. i. 5, 6. Titus ii. 11. 
Heb. ii. 9. 1 John ii. 2, and iii. 8^ and iv. 14^ Bev. v. 9^ 
and vii. 9, and xi. 15. 

B. The Millennial state will be a time of perfect peace^ 
joy and happiness, This will be a new, and a great 
thing to the long afflicted church of Christ The king* 
dom of the Redeems, ever since the fall, and even ever 
since the. introduction of the gospel dispensation, hat 
been truly distressing; excepting a mere prelude, in the 
days of Constantine the Great, when the church enjoyed 
a few yews, and but a few, of peace, tranquillity and 
glory. This happy time might be called a. mere imper* 
feet sha,dow of the peace aud happiness of the ll^llen* 
Qium. But. generally speaking, the church. has enjoyed 
liut little peace in this wicked troublesome worlds She 
has always been surrounded^ with enemies, and • almost 
always has had enemies in her bosom. GhristTs little 
band, of disciples were not only surrounded with the 
priests, and scribes, but Jt had a Judas whp betrayedhis 
Jester; and the church ha$ never, been without her Ju- 
dases, and her enemies all around, her. Many a tear 
h^ve the friends of Je^ns shed for the disconsolate state 
of Zion, and many a stream of blood, has issued from 
the open veins, and. distorted limbs of thousands who 
have sacrificed their lives for the cause of. Ghxist* ISot 
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only soy but even iq the most peaceable times that the 
church has eyep eBJoyed, it is very evident that SataQ 
has never yet been $ound. She has constantly been ha- 
rassed with errors^ divisions^ contests^ broils^ animosities^ 
hatred^ malevoleiice^ and every evil that can be imagined. 
Christians can hardly commune together, or pray for or 
wish well to each other, 'i'o this we riiay add, the sore 
travail of every individual believer* We may truly say, 
^^ without are fighting, and within are fears. '^ How 
gloomy their hopes, how dull their prospects, how many 
are their complaints, doubts, and fears. How often do 
we lament over coldnesff , worldly mindedness, dark views 
of the gospel, and the prevalence of sin and temptations* 
Thus the state of every christian is a perfect warfare, 
and nothing but death can unbuckle the harness. We 
live in an enemy's country, we can. Itordly move but wc 
are in danger, and the worst enemy we have, is the re- 
mains of corruption in our own hearts^ which is ready to 
catch at every flatterii^ bait that comes in our way.-«- 
We are, so accustomed to times of annoyance, vexation, 
and distress, that to talk of a time of peace and happi- 
ness in this world, appears to us almost romantic, and 
little else than the fumes of enthusitism. But the pur- 
poses of God are fixed, and we may rely upon his word, 
which engages to his church a glorious reward, even in 
this world, of perfect peace, joy, amtd happiness, for all 
she has suffered; for his name, as well as an unspeakable 
reward of everlasting felicity in heaven. Is. xxxv^ 1, 2. 
*^The wiklemess and the scditaqr place shall be glad for 
them; and the desert (the Gentiles) shall nejoice, and 
blos^mi as the rose. It shall blossom afaundaqtly, and 
rejoice even with joy and singinjp^ (ver. 4.) Say unto 
them of a fearful heart. Be strong, fear not. (ver. 10.) 
And the ransomed of th^ Lord shall return, and come to 
Zion with songs, and everlastii^ joy upon, their heads. 
They shall obtain, joy and gladn^s^ and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away.'^ Cha{^« Ixi. 1&^^18* ^^Whereas 
thou Imst been forsaken and :hatedt-^L will make thee an 
d;ernal excellence, a joy of many geaaemtioAs— Violence 
shall.no more he heard in thy land> waiting nor destruc* 
tion within thy borders; ImJk thou shalt call thy walls 
salvation^ and thy gates praise.'^ See chap. lad. 7—1 1. 
Ixv. 17-t-19^ 26. ^^Beholdf I create new heavens and a 
new earth; andith^ former< shall not be rememJm^ed mar 
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come into mind. Bat be ye glad and rejoice forever in- 
tbat which I create, for behold, (by way of explanation) 
I create Jemsalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. 
And I will rejoice in Jerasalem and joy in my people, 
and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, 
nor the voice of crying — The wolf and the lamb shall 
feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bnl- 
lock, and dust shall be the serpent's meat; they shall not 
hart nor destroy in all my holy mountain saith the Lord.'^ 
See chap. Ixvi. 12 — 14, 22, 23. Compare this with 2 
Pet. iii. 13. "Nevertheless we, according to his promise, 
(alluding to Is. Ixv. 17.) look for new heavens and a new 
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness*'' Compare both 
these texts to Rev. xxi. *^And I saw a new heaven and 
a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth were 
passed away-— And Gt)d shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes, and there shall be no more death, neither sor- 
row, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain, 
for the former things are passed away," &c. 

All these passages relate to the very same thing, even 
to the glorious state of the church in the time of the Mil- 
lennium. Commentators generally explain this passage 
in Peter, and this in Revelation as a description of the 
heavenly state after the day of judgment. But it appearsr 
to me very evident that they are wrong. Peter evidently 
alludes to the text in Isaiah which we have quoted above; 
for I do not recollect any other place in the Old Testa- 
ment where Grod has promised to create a new heaven 
und earth. Dr. Scott in his notes on Is. Ixv. 17, admits 
that Peter referred to this text in Isaiah, which he feefer 
constrained from the context to explain as relating to the 
glorious state qf the church on earth, and he is miserably 
trammelled to explain the two texts differently, and yet 
acknowledge that Peter's text was a quotation from this, 
and consequently must mean the same thing. This is an 
easy way to get over a hard place, to make Peter mean 
one thing, and Isaiah another, and yet both meaning the 
same thing. This will do for a great man, whose word 
is a law; but a little man must be a little more careful. 
Peter had given a very sublime description of the day of 
judgment; But, says he, we^ before this comes to pass^ 
look for new heavens and a new earth. I will give three 
reasons for the propriety of my paraphrase. 1 . I have 
never pet with any jgood reason;^ nor a proof^ thst God 
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in his word has ever given us a description of heaven. 
He Jms told us about it, but perhaps to describe it would 
be b^ improper and impossible. It is more than we 
are able to do, to comprehend the glorious descriptions 
of the church in her glory upon earth, let alone heaven, 
which is an infinitely more exalted state. 2. We see' 
plainly from the scope of the whole 65th chapter of Isai- 
ah that he is speaking not of heaven above, but of the 
happy state of the church in the last days. This is ad- 
mitted by commentators, and it is also admitted, and it is 
evident that Peter alludes to this very promise; conse- 
quently he must of course mean the very same thing; to 
wit, that before the day of judgment comes, we expect 
new heavens and a new earth according as €St)d has pro- 
mised. 3. Peter's Greek, I humbly conceive, reads ibis 
very way. Nevertheless, prosdokomen; the verb, dokao, 
or,.DOKADZO iteelf means, to look for, or expect, but Peter 
joins the preposition pro with the verb, which signifies^ 
before, or, before hand; so that the compound verb means 
to look for beforehand. I know the compound verb is 
frequently used to signify, simply to expect, but the strict 
etymolo^cal sense of the word is as I have stated, and 
we are consti^ained to give it this meaning in this place^ 
because Peter must have meant so, to agree with the text 
in Isaiah, which he quotes nearly verbatim. So thaty 
althou^ the day of judgment will come, nevertheless we 
expect that God will fulfil his promise to his church 
according to the sense of the prophecy. We might also 
observe that St. John's new heavens and his new Jeru- 
salem coming down from Gt)d means the same thing* 
He had given a view of the Millennium and of the dajf 
of judgment, and after he had finished his series of pro- 
phecy, he closed his account by giving us a beautiful 
description of the millennary state of the church, under 
the figure of a grand capacious city adorned with every 
thing that is beautiful^ costly and excellent, emblematical 
of the peace, comfort and happiness of the kingdom of 
Christ during the thousand years. See Micah iv. 3, 4. I 
will only quote one passage more descriptive of the peaces 
and tranquillity of this happy state of the church. Is. xu 
6 — ^9. ^^he wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and tho 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and tho 
young lion, and the failing together; and a little child 
sliall feed them* And th^ cow and ih^^ bear ^b»M &ed^ 
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and their youns; ones shall lie clown together; and the liou 
shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking chil^jm^. 
play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child ]P^ter 
hand on the cockatrice's den. They shall not hurt lor 
destroy in all my holy mountain, for the earth shall be 
fall of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea.'^ 

9. The blessed inhabitants of this new state of the 
church will be all holy and righteous. The prophet says, 
(Zech. xiv. 20, 21.) Holiness to the Lord shall be upoa 
the bells of the horses, and on all the pots of Jerusalem 
and Judah. This shotvs a most happy state of religion; 
the implements and utensils made use of in common life, 
are represented as holy, in consequence of the prevalence 
of religion, and the holy principles On which mankind 
will follow their common occupations. Is. Ix. 21. ^^Tby 
people shall be all righteous. '^ Chap. Ixii. 12. "And they 
shall call them the holy people, the redeemed of the 
Lord.^^ SeeEzek.xliii. 12. Jer. xxxi. 31— 84. "Behold 
the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a neit 
covenant with the house of Israel and Judah — This shall 
be the covenant that I shall make-^After those days, 
saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, 
and write it in their hearts, and will be their G(h1, and 
they ishall be my people. And they shall teach no more 
every man his neighbor, and every man his brother, 
saying, know the Lord, for they shall all know me from 
the least of them to the greatest, saith the Lord.'^ Thus 
it appears that true and genuine holiness shall not only 
be inscribed on their outward confduct, but the laws of 
God will be written in their very hearts And minds; and 
it appears that the true knowledge of Ood, as the only 
true Gtod, will be so universal, that there will be no need^ 
after the Millennium is come to its full glorj, for any 
one neighboring nation to send missionaries to another, to 
turn them from idols to the knowledge of the true God, 
for the knowledge of God shall be universal ov^r the 
whole world. The duty and labor of teachers will not 
be so much to teach, especially those who are come to 
years of knowledge, and maturity, and to vindicate the 
doctrines of religi n, and guard against error, as to nou- 
rish and edify the people of God, aad build up the church 
in faith and holiness. Also, the influences of the Spirit 
will be so powerful, that the ministers of the gospel will 
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be considered as only means^ so entirely nothing in them- 
selves, that the divine instruction will appear to come 
from God himself, through the mere means of his appoint- 
ment. The truth, upon the whole, is, true holiness and 
vital religion shall be universal all over the earth, so that 
the whole kingdom of Christ shall be delivered from all 
its enemies (as Zecharias said, Luke i. 74, 75) and 
^^serve him without fear, in holiness, and righteousness 
before him all the days of their lives/' 

I cannot venture to say that every individual on earth, 
in the time of the Millennium, will be saved; possibly it 
may be so; neither do we say, that christians will be 
perfect in holiness. But it is evident from the declara- 
tions, and descriptions given us by the prophets, that 
true holiness and piety will have the ascendancy over 
every thing else. . If there will be any unconverted sin- 
ners, they will be so few, and so kept under, that they 
will not be known; and the remains of corrupt nature 
will be so overpowered by the resplendent light of the 
gospel, and the conquering energy of divine grace, that 
every improper feeling will be suppressed, and kept ia 
subordination, by the power of true religion. This will 
be a long, glorious and happy time indeed. All nature 
will put on a new appearance; old things will be done 
away, behold all things will become new; a new church 
(heaven) and a new world, in which dwelleth righteous- 
ness. There will be no devils in it, no papists, no pa* 
gans, idolaters, Mahometans, atheists, or deists, no wick- 
edness, no thefts, lying, deception, debauchery of any 
kind; no swearers, drunkards, murderers, robbers, cheats, 
swindlers, nor any thing that is contrary to the pure prin- 
ciples of the gospel or the laws of God. But on the other 
hand, godliness, brotherly love, benevolence, universal 
charity, virtue and goodness, aiid every grace of the gos- 
pel will prevail and abound all over the facp of the e^rth. 
Then the gospel will be glorious, Satan's kins^^om des- 
troyed, his head bruised, and the kingdom of Christ and 
his mediatorial glory will be known, seen, felt, and dis- 
played, from north to south and from the rising to the 
setting sun. See Rev. xx. 3, 6, and xxi. 1—5, 10 — 27, 
and xxii. 1 — 6, and xi. 15. 

10. There will be nb more wars, persecutions, or dis- 
turbances in any part of the world. The prophet Isaiah 
(chap, ii, 4.) and the prophef Micah, say, *^In the last 
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day it shall ronie to pass (v. 1.) that they shall beat their 
swords into pluugbsiiares^ and their spears into pruning 
hooks; natioh shall not lift up sword against nation^ 
neither shall they learn war any more; but they shall sit 
every man under his vine, and under his fig tree, and none 
shall make them afraid, for the mouth of the Lord of 
ho-^ts hath spoken it.'' See Is. liv. H — 14, compared 
with chap. xi. 6 — 9. 

Hi The human race will multiply greatly, mankind 
will be very fruitful, and the world will become innume- 
rably populous. The most cordial, chaste and endearing 
frieuiiship and love will prevail among people of every 
description, age, and sex; which will naturally produce 
early connexions, and marriages w ill of course be e^icou- 
raged, and universally prevail, and females will be very 
prolific, and many sons and daughters will naturally as 
well as spiritually be born to the Lord; for they will be 
all of the elect number, and will be saved. Let not the 
female part of my readers think hard of this circumstance, 
for the curse of sprrow and travail in conception and child- 
bearing (Gen. iii. 16,) will be done away; there will be 
no sorrow, pain, death, nor weeping, during those happy 
times, (Bev. xxi. 4,) and all the trouble, distress, anxie- 
ty, and ii^bor of bearing, nursing and raising children 
will be turned into pleasure, joy, and comfort; for there 
will be no sickness, untimely deaths, or any thing to hurt 
the tender feelings of parents, with regard to their young 
and tender offspring. Not only so, but there being no 
wars, to carry off thousands in a day, and to depopulate 
cities and nations; nor plagues, pestilences, consumptions^ 
fivers, nor debaucheries to carry off mankind; all will 
live to mature age, and increase, as fast as good health 
of body, a vigorous constitution, and a happy, cheerful, 
and comfortable state of mind will go towards the increase 
of the numbers of the human race. 

Psal. cxxviii. 3,. 6- "Thy wife shall be as a fruitful 
vine, by the sides of thy house, thy children like olive 
plants roun^d about thy table. Yea, thou shalt see thy 
children's children, and peace upon Israel. '' In Song 
vi. 6, the church is compared to a flock of sheep, evea 
shorn, coming up from the washing, "Whereof every 
one beareth twins, and there is not one barren among 
them.'' Zech. viii. 5. "And the streets of the city (Je- 
nisalein^) shall be full of boys and girls, playing in thft 
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streets thereof.^' Jer. xxx. 19. ^^And T will Uaultiply 
them, and they shall not be few; I will glorify them, and 
they shall not be small,'' Is. xliv. 3,4. <*I will pour my 
Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine off- 
iBpring; and they shall spring up as among the grass, as 
willows by the water courses.'' See Isl Ixv. 23. 

12. It appears that the human race will enjoy long life 
as well as prosperity in the time of the Millennium. See 
Zech, viii, 4. ^^Thus saith the Lord of hosts, There 
§^hall yet old men and old women dwell in the streets of 
^ijierusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for 
Very age." Is. Ixv. 17 — 25, ^^There shall be no more, 
thence, (from the time that God will create new heavens 
and a new earth, ver. 17,) an infant of days (that is, no 
child shall die in childhood,) nor an old man who hath 
not filled his days, (generally speaking,) for the child 
shall die an hundred years old; (any one who may die a 
hundred years old will be counted but a child;) but the 
sinner, an hundred years old, shall be accursed. (The 
word, accursed^ often in scripture means excommunica- 
ted; this sentence seems to intimate that there may be 
some chance unbelievers in this happy state of the church} 
but they will be execrated by the church, and cast out, 
as well as accursed of God, and that in the early part of 
tis life; for a man a hundred years old, will be account- 
ed a comparative child.) For as the days of a tree, are 
the days of my people; and mine elect shall long enjoy 
the work of their hands^." The oak is said to live a 
thousand years; and if a man's age will be generally as 
the age of the oaks of the forest, the antedeluvian age 
tvill return again. 

13, The inhabitants of the new Jerusd^Tem, or the new 
heavens and earth, shall live by labor; they will huild^ 
plant, and cultivate the ground, and the blessing of God 
will render the ground very fruitful; and there will be 
ho droughts, scarcity, rust, mildew, smuts, noxious worms, 
caterpillars, hessian flies, blasted ears or grain, &c. Is. 
Ixv- 17, Si, 23. ^^B^hold I create new heavens and a 
new earth— And they shall build new houses and inhabit 
them, and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit 
of them. They shall not build and another inhabit, they 
shall not plant and another eat— They shall not labor iu 
v?ip nor bring forth for troubfe, for they are the seed of 
th« blessed of the Lord^ and their offspring with them." 
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Is. XXX, 23, 24. ^HTieu shall he give the rain of thy 
seed that thou shall sow the ^ouQd withal; (rain to wa- 
ter the seed sown;) and bread of the increase of the earthy 
and it shall be fat and plenteous. In that day shall thy 
cattle feed in large pastures. The oxen likewise and th& 
youqg asses that ear (till or plough) the ground shall eat 
clean provender which hath been winnowed with the sho- 
vel and with the fan," &c. See Hos. ii. ^1^ 22. Joel ti. 
21—27. Zech. viii. 12. Mai. iii. 10—12. 

14. This glorious state of the church shall last a long 
time. But we refer this part of the subject to the third, 
general division. We have now carefully examined a. 
number of prophecies, and we have honestly taken apro- 

Ehetic view of the Millennium, and a glorious time it will 
e indeed. How greatly different from the present state 
of things, and from the state in which the church has ev- 
er been! We rejoice greatly at such a glorious prospect^ 
and joyfully anticipate the happiness which awaits the 
Zion of our Lord and Redeemer. The description which 
the prophets have given us of this exalted state is so great 
that our poor low conceptions can hardly reach even to> 
the threshold of the Millennial glory; and we are obliged 
to acknowledge with Paul, (l Cor. ii. 9.) ^'As |t is writ- 
ten, (Is. Ixiv. 4.) Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nei- 
ther have entered into the heart of man the things which 
God has prepared for them who love him.^' But the pro- 
phets have given us a revelation, and a prophetic descrip- 
tion of these glorious scenes, by the Spirit of God. (ver, 

10.) 

After taking such a pleasing view of the future glory 
of the church, and seeing it is so nigh at hand, I feel like 
Moses, standing on the brink of Jordan, greatly desiring, 
if it were permitted, to pass over into the promised land. 
And when the declension of my ye^rs, according to my 
time of life, evidently seems to forbid; yet I often Qlimb 
to the the top of pisgah (the promises of the gospel) and 
take a view of the happy landscape, and then I rest con- 
tented like Daniel, and go my way, hoping to sUtnd in 
m^ iot at the end of the days. San. xii* 13. 
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WHEN WILL THE MILLENNIL'M BECflN? 

Divines have widely differed in their calculations as to 
the time when the Pope began to reign, and when the 
commencement of the thousand years will take place. 
The public is already in possession of m} ideas on this 
subject; and as I have published a pamphlet, entitled, 
The Millennium; and having also in the first volume of 
my Lectures on the New Testament, page 224 — 228, giv- 
en the same calculation, with very little variation, I will 
not trouble the reader with a repetition of what I have 
already given to the public. It is, however, necessary 
to state, that I am still in the full belief^ that my cal- 
culation fvoijOL Daniel is correct; and therefore I expect 
the Millennium to commence about the year 1847 or 
1848. We are more thoroughly convinced of the cor- 
rectness of this calculation from facts stated by church 
history. We are Informed that Pelagius II. Bishop of 
Rome, assumed the titltf of Uninersal Bishop, in the 
year 588, which coincides with the statement of the pro- 
phet Daniel, according to our calculation. The Bishop 
of Rome assuming; this high title, and claiming universal 
authority over the churches, and holding and maintaining 
this authority even to this day, is, we think, a very good 
proof that this was the very time of the commencement 
of Popery; then by adding 1260 years to this date, we 
have the exact time when the man of sin will be destroy- 
ed, and when the Millennium will commence, to wit, in 
the year 1848, which will be twenty-one years from the 
present date (1827.) 

Some critics argue that Popery began in the year 606, 
as Mahomet began his imposture on that same year, and 
because Boniface III. at that time, by large bribes, pre- 
vailed on Pbocas, the Emperor of the East, to proclaim 
him universal bishop, by which edict the Roman Bishop 
was constituted Bishop of the Eastern, as well as of the 
Western churches. Tbi9 yvould make the downfall of 
the Pope to be eighteen years later than it will be accord- 
ing to our calculation. But it is evident that this decree 
of the Emperor only confirmed, and enlarged the autho- 
rity of the Bishop of Rome^ which he had assumed 
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eighteen years before. And we mnst also consider, that 
the Pope of Rome never could maintain his authority 
over the Eastern churches, but soon lost it, and never 
could regain it onto this day. But his authority over the 
Western churches, which he bad assumed eighteen years 
before this time, he has effectually maintained to the pre- 
sent time, which is undoubtedly a strong circumstance^ 
demonstrating the correctness of our calculation from 
DaniePs prophecy. 

Others again reckon the commencement of Popery from 
the year 755, because on that year the Pope became a 
temporal prince, and began to reign, as king, over that 
territory which kin^ Pippin of France gave^him, as St. 
Peter's patrimony, to wit, Ravenna, Pentapolis, and the 
territory belonging to the City Rome. But this date can 
never be reconciled, either with the prophecy of Daniel, 
or with facts. It would be 167 years after the date of 
Daniel, and it would be many years after the Bishop of 
Roaie had on him a number of the flagrant marks of Po- 
pery, and had been evidently lording it over the church 
of Christ. All these things make it satisfactorily evi- 
dent that our calculation from DaniePs prophi^cy fixes 
the true date of the commencement of Popery; and there- 
fore we may look for the downfall of the papal kingdqm 
about the year of our Lord 1848, when the Millennium 
will commence. 

If. this will eventually prove to be the true time of the 
downfall of Popery, as I expect it will, we may rely on 
it that there will be a great deal to be done in the short 
space of twenty-one years. According to the nature of 
things, and the circumstances of the world at present, 
even to admit of miracles, it seems impossible for the 
gospel to spread all over the face of the earth, and for 
the Jews to be brought in, before the Millennium will 
commence. Although miracles are things performed con- 
trary to the con Uim principles of nature, such as raising 
the dead, turning water into wine, or ffeeding five thous- 
and with five loaves and two fishes, yet a miracle neveif 
did nor can do what is a natural impossibility. It might 
be possible for God to send his gospel all over the world 
in twenty one years, by a miraculous work; although I 
stron'j;ly suspect that he would either have to employ an- 
gels to preach it, or give wings to men, and enable the^ 
V over iauilid and sea^j but it would be a natural im« 
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possibility, and consequently beyond tbe power of mira- 
cles for him to do it, and yet keep his church in the wil- 
derness, and his ministers clothed in sackcloth all the 
time. But if he would' release his church from her place 
in the wilderness, and take the sackcloth off the witness- 
es before the 1260 years are expired, and before the Pope 
fall, he would contradict his word and give the lie to the 
prophecies. This would be such a miracle, as God ne- 
ver has performed} and we know that he never will; and 
upon the whole we conclude that the gospel will not, and 
upon the truth of the scriptures, we know it cannot I e 
spread over the world before the commencement of the 
Millennium. We do not argue this merely on the short- 
ness of the time of twenty-one years, (yet even that is an 
argument,) but from the thing itself being contradictory 
to the truth of God's word. These arguments were as 
true a thousand years ago as they are now, for the woman 
has to stay in the wilderness, and the witnesses to pro- 
phesy in sackcloth, all the time during the reign of Po- 
pery. Therefore the gospel never can spread over the 
world until the 1260 days are finished. Add to this, that 
if the gospel were to spread over the world, then Jews, 
Mahometans, and Papists, must all become christians; 
this would destroy the papal power of course, and it 
would turn the prophecies exactly wrong end foremost; 
for they say that the Pope will kill the witnesses; but 
ibis would be for the witnesses to kill the Pope, instead 
of the Pope killing them. We therefore are sure that it 
is an idle thing to talk of the world being christianized 
before the Millennium commences. 

But still there is a greatdeal to do in the course of these 
twenty-one years. The witnesses are to be slain; they 
are to lie dead three years and a half, the third woe is to 
take place, the Pope is to be destroyed, the seventh trum- 
pet is to be sounded, and the witnesses are to rise. These 
are great works to be done, and in a short time too, if 
our calculations be correct. Christ, comparatively speak- 
ing, has done little or nothing yet; he has been mostly 
giving the Devil his swing, and will do so yet a little 
while, but before many years he will make bare his arm, 
as the prophet says, and overturn his enemies and set up 
his standard among {he nations of the earth. Then Sa- 
tan will be bound, and shut up in the bottomless pit, and 
the glorious Captain of our salvation will begin to reign, 
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not as he has done heretofore, over a few people, oppress- 
ed and ashamed under ten thousand reproaches, and suf- 
fering persecutions and deaths in every imaginable form^ 
but the ^^Kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of 
the kingdom under the whole heavens shall be given to 
the people of the saints of the Most High, whose king- 
dom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall 
serve and obey him/^ Dan. vii. 27. And the stone that 
was cut out of the mountain (Dan. ii^ 35,) shall become 
a great mountain, and shall fill the whole earth. 



HOW LONG WILL THE MILLENNIUM LAST? 

Commentators generally think that the thousand years 
stated by St. John, as the duration of the Millennium, 
are to be understood in a literal sense. Dr. Whitby is 
the only exception that I know of, and with;him I agree, 
that these thousand years are to be calculated according 
to the prophetic style of this whole book, and of several 
other prophetic passages in the scriptures. According 
to this prophetic mode of calculation, we have to reduce 
the years to days, and then count a year for every day. 
This will make the duration of the Millennium to be 
three hundred and sixty thousand years. The Millen- 
nium will probably commence, as we have stated, about 
the year 1848, which, according to common chronology, 
will be in the year of the world 5848; and this will lack 
152 years of 6000 from the creation. But we may sup- 
pose that 152 years may be taken up in the time in which 
Satan will be loosed after the Millennium is over. There- 
fore by this calculation Satan will be permitted to reign 
6000 years in all; 5848 now, and 152 years at the lat- 
ter end of the world. Therefore, if we calculate St. 
John^s thousand years for the rei2;n of Christ, as literal 
then the reign of Satan will be six times as long 
igu of Christ; and as to extent and numbers, the 



89 

reign of tke old Serpent will be infinitely more glorious 
than the reign of our blessed Redeemer. Query: Would 
this be bruising the Serpent's head or his heel? Or would 
it be bruising Christ's heel or his head? Christ's king- 
dom heretofore, as we have already seen, compared with 
Satan's kingdom, is not worthy of being brought into 
thfe count. Christ has never yet acted on the offensive, 
but on the passive or defensive plan, and he has never 
yet pretended any thing more than to keep a flying camp, 
and a few castles here and there where he keeps his 
stores deposited for future use. It is true he reigns iu 
the hearts of his people, and over his church; but he has 
never yet reigned over the world; his kingdom, in thi» 
view of it, is yet to begin; and if we have to calculate 
the duration of his reign literally, it will h^ but one se- 
venth part of the age of the world, while Satan will have 
six sevenths. What a shame it is to allege such disho- 
norable things against the kingdom of our Lord and Re- 
deemer; and so evidently give a vast superiority to the 
kingdom of the Devil! 

The Assyrian empire stood 1600 years; the govern- 
ment of Greece in one form or another stood 2154; Rome 
in all its different forms of government has stood now 
2293 years, and more if we add the time of the chris- 
tian emperors, and the Gothic kings. But if we count 
the time of Christ's kingdom in a literal manner, Christ's 
reign will be far shorter than any of them, and Satan 
w^ill outgo them all by far, and nearly equal the whole 
of them put together. Can we suppose that the scrip- 
tures pay no hi^-her a compliment to the kingdom of 
Christ than this? And is it safe, or honest, for divines 
and commentators to deny Christ the honor that is due to 
him from his word? But it is said by some, that although 
there be but few who will be saved, yet Christ will be 
glorified in the condemnation and destruction of his ene- 
mies, wlio would not submit to his government. 

It is true God has done so, and he wilpno doubt da 
so again. He destroyed the old world; he destroyed 
Sodom and Gomorrah; be almost destroyed Egypt; he 
destroyed Babylon, and he destroyed Jerusalenu and he 
will destroy Rome. By this Christ glorifies his justice, 
bis power and his. sovereignty; but it is not his character, 
nor his glory, as a Mediator, to destroy, but to save sin- 
ners. Christy although he h a Redeemer^ can amd will 
.- 12 
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destroy tho non-elect, but he cannot destroy his elect. 
These enemies who were destroyed were not his genuine 
covenanted people, whom he corrects and saves; but they 
were the Serpent\s seed, whom he is under no obligations 
to save, and who must be punished for their sin. But 
excepting this small remnant of Adam's race, he is under 
covenant engagements to his Father, and under promise to 
his church, to save the world, to be a blessing, not to a 
few families, but to all the families of the earth, and to 
draw them to him, and not to destroy them. Christ's 
mediatorial glory does not consist in destroying the non- 
elect, but in redeeming the world. 

History abounds with the great achievements of the 
conquerors of the earth; but would we venture to com- 
pare the glorj^ of Christ, the great Saviour of mankind, 
with the honor of those who were the very butchers of 
mankind? What kind of glory was acquired by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, Cyrus, Alexander, Hannibal, Scipio, Cae- 
sar, the Pope, and Napoleon, and all the great generals 
of Persia, Macedonia, Greece and Rome? They had 
the honor of desolating cities and countries; of strewing 
fields of battle with thousands slain, and filling the air 
with the groans of the wounded; of making thousands of 
widows and orphans in an hour. How an Indian chief 
rejoices, and counts it his glory to decorate his wigwam 
with the hairy scalps of his enemies. His scalping knife 
and his tomahawk are his ensigns of honor, and the 
groans of the aged, the screams of helpless females, and 
the cries of sucking infants are his joy and triumph. But 
away with such honors; they are the ensigns of Satan 
and his bloody butchers of mankind. But Jesus is our 
benevolent Redeemer, our merciful Saviour; he came in- 
to the world, not to condemn the world but to save the 
world, not to destroy men's lives but to save them. Sa- 
tan's glory is to destroy; but the glory of Christ is to 
save sinners; he came to seek and to save that wBich was 
lost; he died^ not to glorify himself in punishing the 
children of men, but to save them from destruction, and 
that all the ends of the earth may partake of his salva- 
tion, ^though he will destroy his incorrigible enemies, 
yet he h%9 the hearts of all flesh in his hand, and he has 
engaged to save the greatest part of the race of Adam* 
Surely there is a glorious time coming when Christ our 
Redeemer will extend his dominion over the world, 
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and myriads of myriads of the fallen rac^liall be glo- 
rious diamonds ia his mediatorial crown, inverts shall 
flock to him as doves to their windows^ and be as nume- 
rous as the drops of dew in the dawn of the morning. 

But to come more closely to the point: It is oiir duty 
to try to know by what rule we are to calculate this num- 
ber; and it is evident that we are not to determine by the 
opinions of men, but by the dictates of the word of God. 
I have examined closely, and cannot find any other num- 
ber in the book of Revelations that relate to any future 
period, but what is to be understood in a mystical sense; 
if so, then we can have no scriptural authority to calcu- 
late this number any other way, unless the passage, it- 
self, by some special circumstance directs us to do so. 
The ten days in Chap, ii, 10, means the ten years per- 
secution under Domitian, by which the apostle John 
himself was banished to the isle of Patmos. The five 
months in Chap. ix. 5, 10, have to be reduced to days to 
make 150 years of the ravages of the Locusts, or the Ma- 
liometans. The hour, the day, the month, and the year, 
are to be reduced to days to ipake up the 391 years and 
fifteen days, for the conquests of the Ottoman Turks, or 
Othmans. The fbrty two months in Chap. xi. 2, are to 
be reduced to days to make the 1260 years of the reign 
of the Pope. In ver. 3, the thousand two hundred and 
three score days are to be counted a day for a year, for 
the time of the prophesying of the witnesses, clothed in 
sackcloth. The three days and a half in ver. 9 and 11, 
are three years and a half for the witnesses to lie dead. 
The thoui»and two hundred and three score days in Chap, 
xiii. are 1260 years, in which the woman is to be in the 
wilderness during the reign of Popery; and in ver. 14, 
we have the same length of time stated ia different terfns, 
to wit, a time^ which is one year, and timeSj which arc 
two years, and half a time^ which are six months. This 
makes three years and a half, which multiplied by 360, 
the days in a Jewish year, make 1260 as before, see 
Dan. vii. 25, and xii. 7. Again, the time forty two 
months in Chap, xiii. 5, h still the same account of the 
deration of Popery as before. 

These are all the numbers wbi<^h we find in tke Reve- 
lations relating to time or duration, (excepting only the 
thousand years of the Millennium,) and they are every 
we to fee undoyratood in a mystical sense. When there- 
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fore^ every .oilier sucb namber in this book is to be un- 
derstood as flrophetic, and months and years have to be 
redijced to days, and every day counted for a year^ 
where can we find any authority for calculating this one 
solitary number differently from the others? and can we 
possibly be justifiable in so doing? I think not. Why 
then should we say a thousand years in this insulated 
passage, and refuse to give it the well known style of the 
prophecy of this book? If we confine this number to the 
liberal number of one* thousand, let us not make it a so-^ 
litary number; but count all the other numbers on the 
same plan; let us say, to be consistent, that the Pope was 
only to reign forty-rtwo literal months, and that the wo- 
man would only be three years and a half in the wilder- 
ness; that the Saracens would only ravage the country 
for five literal months, and also that the Turks would 
conquer only for the space of a year, a month, a day, and 
an hour. But were we to calculate in this manner, facte 
would Wse up and contradict us; history has told us how 
long the ravages of Mahomet and the Turks lasted, and 
we know that the Pope has already occupied the chair 
of St. Peter for upwards of a thousand years, &c. We 
therefore find that where these numbers are actually ful- 
filled, we are obliged to give them a mystical calculation, 
by reducing months and years to. days and counting every 
' day for a year, or we will make facts contradict the 
prophecies^ How then, in the name of common sense, 
can we veuture to construe the thousand years in a liter- 
al manner? It must be evident that it was not the de- 
sign of St. John, or rather of the Holy Ghost, that we 
should limit the duration of the Millennium to a literal 
thousand years; but that we should calculate these years 
on the same scale as the other numbers are calculated. 
We must therefore reduce the years to days by multiply- 
ing a thousand by 360, which will make three hundred 
and sixty thousand days, and theli count a day for a 
year; and then we will, according to the genuine sense 
of the prophecy, have the full time of the Millennium. 

Let us give to Christ, the Pope, and the devil their 

due, as John did; and not pretend to*alter the times and 

«eason n^ich the Father has put in his own power. 

Forty two months appear trifiing when compared to & 

^ vears; but count the thousand years literally, 

the forty two months to days, and they wiU 
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overgo the years by two hundred ami six^ and hy thi* 
fatal mode of reckoning we make the reipT of the Pope 
of Rome, 260 years longer than the reign of Christ. A 
thousand years seem along time, but to count it literally, 
it is a mere trifle, compared to the duration of Satan^s 
kingdom; for if we give only a thousand to Christ, his 
reign will not be as long as the Pop^s by 260, nor as 
long as Satan^s by 5000 years. Does this wear the face 
of truth honor, or respectability? Surely not. Satan 
carries the palm, by a long count, the son of perdition 
comes next, and Christ is far in the rear of all. 

But, blessed be God, that the style of St. John givea 
the honor to Christ, and let not the calculations of poor 
blinded morals take it from him. Three hundred and 
sixty thousand years seem such a long stretch of time that 
our imagination can hardly reach it, and it seems as if 
the world could hardly stand so long, and as if eternity 
could hardly «pare such a long duration of time; and 
we are ready to ask. How will heaven find room, in her 
spacious mansions, for such numbers of people as will 
be born in so long a time? But that is not our look out, 
our business is to count fairly and honestly if we wish 
to know the truth, and not suffer our minds to be gov- 
erned by mere opinion^ instead of the standard of. God^s 
vrord. 

This scriptural mode of reckoning completely turns 
the scale. Compared to 360,000 years, the long and te- 
dious years of the beast's reign, dwindles away to no- 
thing, and even the long reign of Satan is only a bruise 
on the heel, and not worth complaining about, and I am 
not sure but we ought to count three hundred and sixty 
five days to the year, according to our own mode of 
reckoning time; if so, it will add five thousand year* 
more to the time, and make 365,000 years be the dura- 
tion of the Millennium. However, either way, it makes 
the reign of Christ great and glorious, worthy of God, 
and worthy of the gospel. Our hearts are glad, and re- 
joice at the prospects it looks like doing business; and 
Satan, the old serpent, now may try to take care of hiar 
head; he begins, already on the prospect to look like a 
fool; and all the sons and daughters of Adam who have 
been lost, or who ever will be lost, will hardly be missed 
compared with the inconceivable numbers who will be 
saved. Satan will be bound and shut up in prison for 



94 

three hundrtBL&n^l sixty, or sixty five thousaad years, 
and the whcHSB^vorld, rid of its tormenter, and blessed 
with the benign rays of the son of Righteousness, will 
live in peace, love, and perfect harmony without pain, 
trouble, or persecution, or any thing to disturb the hap- 
piness, and comfort of the glorious kingdom of God. We 
liave been so long accustomed to the dark reign of Satan 
and the Pope, that it seems as if the world will feel 
lonesome without them. 

The reign of Christ, in point of duration, compared 
with the reign of Satan will be sixty, to one; for every 
year that Satan lias reigned, Christ will reign sixty years, 
and for every thousand years of Satan^s reign, Christ 
will reign sixty thousand. Not only so, but Satan had 
twice to begin the world; once with Adam and Eve; and 
again with Noah and his three sons. Moreover during 
the reign of Satan, how few of mankind have ever come 
to maturity, a very great part of the human race die in 
a state of infancy, and youth; thousands die in battle^ 
thousands of lives are cut off by intemperance, plagues, 
fiimines, and fevers; so that the human race, during the 
reign of Satan, never had half a chance to multiply. 
But it will be far otherwise in the happy kingdom of 
Christ. There will be no untimely deaths, na woes, 
plagues, pestilences, famines, fevers, consumptions, nor 
fiital intemperance; but health, long life, prosperity, hap- 
piness, love, and friendship, will abound all over the 
face of the earth. Add to all this, Christ will begin his 
reign with the world full of people; and consequently- 
population will begin at once all over the earth, and go 
on with incredible rapidity; all will be of the elect num- 
ber, and under the kind care, and the benign blessing of 
Jehovah. There is indeed iio possible way, that I know 
ef, by which we could calculate, or even guess at the 
n^oib^rthat will be saved; but I have no manner of doubt, 
bu' there will be more than a thousand ef the human 
family saved, for one who will be lost, and even this 
calculation may prove to be veiy far under the mark. 
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A very important objection may, perhaps, be brought 
forward against this doctrine, which requires a serious 
answer. It may be thought, that the above statement 
relative to the duration, magnitude and incalculable num- 
bers of the kingdom of Christ contradicts the statement 
given by our Lord himself, of his ftock being a little flock^ 
and that few will be saved, and many travel the broad 
road to destruction, while few travel^i^arrow way and 
find the strait gate that leadeth unto ^^^L 

These are indeed very solemn andl^^^declarations; 
and daily experience witnesses the truth miHi^t our Lord 
has declared. These passages of scriptu^ieem, at the 
first sight, on a superficial view of the subject, to destroy 
and obliterate all that we have said. Butto*havearight 
Uig^erstanding of such passages of God^s word, we ought 
honestly to inquire, whether they have a general applica- 
tion, or whether they relate to any one particular age or 
circumstance in the church. To make a general applica- 
tion of them, would be a miserable way to understand the 
scriptures, for they would contradict the one half of the 
express declarations of the prophets, as we have clearly 
seen. But to limit them to suitable circumstances, in 
which the church is, and has been, would be natural, and 
easy, and would correspond with other scriptures, and 
with facts ; but otherwise they contradict both. The 
great art, and wisdom of a commentator, is to make par- 
ticular texts bear on the particular point to which they 
are directed, by the great author of the bible. But to 
make a text say every thing, is the fatal way of making 
it say nothing. The church has passed through various 
scenes, and been under various dispensations, and the 
scriptures have been written in various ages of the worlds 
and it contains doctrines, rules, declarations, and predic- 
tions suitable to all the various states in which the church 
has been, or may be hereafter; and our wisdom is, to 
make a proper application of scripture, to the times, and 
circumstances which thev were intended to answer. If 
we miss this point, we will never understand the bible. 
But by a proper application of all the various parts, we 
will find a perfect agreement, and a divine beauty in the 
word of God. Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David, Ezra<» 
and all the prophets, the evangelists^ and the apostles of 



9« 

Christ, wiioi/iferc men living many years distant from 
each other, ftlive written the most admirable book in the 
world; but if we do not apply what they have said to 
the proper objects intended, we will make a sad hand of 
the oracles of God, and make this infallible standard of 
truth, establish a thousand falsehoods, contrary to their 
original meaning. 

• There is nothing more evident tljian the necessity of 
applying those texts, or sayings of Christ, which speak 
of the compar^i&^mallness of his ilock, or people, to 
the dark andj^^P^ ages of the church. But they cannot 
with any P]S^H^9 ^^ applicable to the times predicted 
by the proJj^P^ ^hen all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvati^^f God, and when the dominion of Christ 
shall exten^ from the rising to the setting sun. When 
Christ said to his disciples ^^Fcar not little flock, for it 
is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom^^^ 
(Luke xii. 32.) His flock was then indeed a little flock, 
and it ever had been a little flock, and has been so ever 
since. It was then very proper for Christ to encourage 
his suflfering people, while they were poor, weak, and 
small, and constantly surrounded with danger, and op- 
pressed with persecution. The length of time in which 
the church had been small, and in which it would be 
dmall, and the remarkable fewness of its numbers at the 
time our Saviour delivered this discourse, was quite suf- 
ficient to justify the appellation of a ^^little flock.'^ But 
Christ did not say a word that would give tke least inti- 
mation that his flock would always be small. And the 
whole length, numbers, and glory of the Millennium will 
not contradict a syllable of what Christ said to his disci- 
ples. What he said was true, and has continued a truth 
for eighteen hundred years; but nothing hinders the 
church, in process of time, to become great and^lorious. 
Wide is the gate and broad the way that lead^ to de- 
struction, and many there be wlio.gp in thereat, but strait 
is the gate and narrow the way that teafleth unto life, and 
few there be who find it. (Mat. vii. 13, 14. Luke xiii. 
28, 24.) Many are called, but few are chosen. (Mat. 
XX. 16. and xxii. 14.) Christ spoke these things in ft 
particular allusion to the Jewish nation. Neither would 
it be true as to the Gentiles, that manv of them had been 
called; the whole Jewish nation had been called, but only 
a remnant were chosen to salvation; but the Gentiles had 
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not then been called at all. As to the gqfpel among the 
Gentiles, during the dark reign of Satan , C Lris* ma^ be 
considered as speaking prophetically; for it is still true 
that many are called bill few are chosen. ?>nd the broad road 
is travelled by thousands, while but ptw enter in at the 
strait gate. But does this prove that it will be always 
so? Christ does not say so} and we have no grounds to 
believe it, iMiy'the prophecies forbid us to believe it. 

When Ghrist spoke of his church, during the dark 
and gloomy reign of Satan, he spoke in low diminutive 
terms; he said that his people were a little flock; and 
this was true, as to the Jewish nation, ami it is still true 
as to the Gentiles, and will be true while ever Satan's 
kingdom prevails in the world. But we are to consider 
that our glorious Redeemer has engaged by promise to 
bruise the Serpent's head; and that he was revealed to 
destroy the works of the devil. But if there are hut few to 
be saved eventually, Christ would have to give up the 
dominion to Satan, and yield the palm to the old dragon^ 
and content himself with a little pitiable flock, and a few 
diminutive scraps of Satan's extensive empfre. And he 
could have no other way of getting the victory over Satan 
than to wreak his vengeance on the poor blinded multi- 
tufle, in sending them by thousands to hell. Surely this 
would be a miserable way to construe the scriptures: and 
Bothing could please Satan better than such a determina- 
tion; it would be fully up to his wishes. His object is 
to counteract the kingdom of Christ, and to drag poor 
sinners by crowds down to the regions of despair; and if 
C hrist would only kill them as fast as Satan could make 
them wicked, they would work to one another's hands, 
and the old Serpent would cheerfully compromise mat- 
ters with our Saviour, and agree to give him up a little 
flock, and a few acattering travellers here and there , if 
he would agree to kill all the rest and send them to hell, 
instead of saving them, according to his promise. 

But this is not the view that Christ has of the business. 
When he speaks of the great object of his death and fhe 
glory of his gospel, he changes his diminutive mode of 
speaking, and instead of few ^ he says, war? y, and instead 
of little, he says, all the world. Let us attend to what 
he says, when he is speaking in his word nf the glory of 
his church, and the extent of his kingdotn, and not con- 
fining his vi^W(B tp the Jewish nation^ nw to the dadc 
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pnper;^ but conipi-eliending tlie 
! church and the universal triunaph 
.," says he. "if I be lifted up, will 
:** alludii^ no doubt, to the old 
The sc«ptre shall not depart from 
uo; and unto Um shall the gath- 
— Look unto me all ye ends of the 
earth, and be ye saved — The Son of man aane — to give 
lli-^ life a rausom for mamj. This is the blood of the 
New Testament which is shed/orTnimyforthe remission 
of sins. Grod sent not hin Sonintothc world to condemn 
the world, butlhat the world through him might be saved. 
I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. 
The Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but 
to save them. When he {the Comforter) is come, he will 
reprove the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judg- 
ment. All power is given onto me. Go ye therefore 
and teach all nations — Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to everii creature — I am the Ughtoff^e 
world. The bread that I will give is my flesh, which Z 
will give for the life of the worldJ" 

God said to Abraham "In thee shall all the familieg 
of the earth be blessed; and in thy seed shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed." A poor, miserable 
blessing indeed, compared to the curse, if the church is to 
be a poor dwarf all the days of her life; a little flock; a 
few here and there entering in at the strait gate; while all 
the families, and nations of the earth, instead of being 
Messed in Christ, the seed i.f Abraham, are travelling the 
broad road, under the curne of God, to eternal destruc- 
tion! 8t. John saidj "That was the true light which light- 
eth every man that cometh into the world." John the 
Baptist said "Behold (he Lamb of God who taketh away 
the sin of the vmrld," The angel said to the shepherds, 
"I bring you glad tidings of great joy which shall be to 
all people;^' and the heavenly host sung, "Glory to God 
in the highest, peace on earth, good will to men." Old 
^Imf^on took the Child Jesus in his arms and said, 
".Mine eyes have seen thy salvation which thou bast 
pre-iiared before the face of all people. A light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people, Israel." Paul 
said '%B judgment came upon all men to condemnation, 
so the free giu came npon all men to justification. As 
sin bath reigned unto death, so might gracQ reign unto 
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eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. G^our Saviour 
will have all men to be saved, aad to cohIb to the know- 
ledge of the truth. Who gave himself a ransom for all. 
He tasted death for every man, WIm) is the Saviour of 
all men, especially of those who believe.^' The apostle 
John says that ^^Clirist is the propitiation for the sins of 
the whole world. That the Son of God was manifested 
to destroy the works of the Devil, and that God sent his 
Son to be the Saviour of the worlds and that the king- 
doms of this world shall become the kingdoms of our 
liord and his Christ, and that he shall reign forever and 



ever.^^ 



These remarkable passages of scripture with many 
others Ab not prove the universal salvation of every son 
and daughter of Adam; for that would contradict the 
plain and pointed testimony of the bible, to the contrary; 
for it is evident that the generality of mankind who are^, 
and have been, as yet, in the world, will be lost, except 
only q, little flock as Christ has said, and a few who en- 
ter in at the strait gate, and find the narrow way. But 
they undoubtedly, and evidently contradict the idea that 
but few of mankind at large will be saved, and that 
Christ^s people will always be a little flotk. The scrip- 
tures often speak on general principles, and like all gen- 
eral rules, admit of some exceptions. But it is impossible 
to understand such texts as these, whigh speak of the 
vast extent of the kingdom of Christ, unless we admit the 
idea that the great majority of tl,e human race will be 
saved, with compairativelj very few exceptions. The 
little flock of Christ is now an exception to John's gene- 
ral rule ^^That the whoie world lieth in wickedness. '^ 
So the present state of the world lying in wickedness, 
will eventually be but a mere trifling exception to Christ's 
general rule '^That he came into the world, not to con- 
demn the world, but to save the world, and that he came 
not to destroy men's lives but to save them, and that all 
the families and nations of t^e earth shall be blessed in 
him." 

Thus we clearly see that when Christ spoke of his 
little flock, and said that few would be saved, he allu- 
ded primarily to the stubborn Jews, and also to the state 
of the church during the dark reign of Satan; and that 
this statement of things is by no means applicable to the 
church in hel^ MiUenuary glor^ . The great o^ieet of 
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Chridt was ifcpcclte sinners to use every possible exer- 
tion, Juria^ 8B|ireary an 1 persecuted state of the church, 
to obtain salmion; knowing that, during this unhappy- 
state, his elect would 'lave to risk every thing, to profess 
his naae; an I to stxnd fast tq the cause of religion. But 
when tha tins of Ziju's glory shall come, then all shall 
come to know the Lord^ from the least to the greatest. 



Having stated what I conceive to be the duration of 
the xVfillennium, according to the style of St. John's 
prophecy; and having, I hope, suflBciently removed all 
pbjections to this calculati m which might arise in the 
minds of ariv, from what Christ has said relative to the 
smallness of the nu^nber who are saved during the dark 
time of the reign of Satan; I now proceed to take a view 
of some of those predictions which have a special bear- 
ing on this very important subject. It must be remem- 
bered that if we are constrained by the prophecies to 
consider John's thousand years as a mystical number, 
th€«i we will be obliged to reduce them to days and rec- 
kon a year for every day, which will make 360 thousand 
years. 

In Is. Ix. 15, Grod says, ^^Whercas thou hast been 
forsaken and hated, so that no man went through thee, 
I will make thee an eternal excellence, a joy of many 
generations." This language is quite too strong to mean 
only one thousand years. An eternal excellence must 
mean a great length of time. There appears in this text 
an evident allusion to the time in which the land of Is- 
rael and Judah lay desolat^. The ten tribes were car- 
ried away captives by the Assyrians about seven hundred 
years before Christ; they have consequently been deprived 
of their possessions, now at least 2500 years. The Jews 
have been iu a state of desertion now nearly eighteen 
hundred years. It therefore can never, with justice, be 
supposed that the strong language in this text engages to 
the dispersed Israelites, a less time than the time of their 
d'ssolution. On the contrary, it insures them an eternal 
excellencej and joy for many genei*ation8. It thereftjre 
lias a very stroug bearing on this question. See chap. liu.X* 
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■ Is. Ixv. n ^^'or Iiehold I creatP new heavens 

and a new ei yc glad and rejoice forever m tliat 

which I crea re shall be no more tlii^nce au infant 

of- days, noi man who hath not filled his days; 

for the child shall die an hundred years old — As the days 
of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect sliall 
long enjoy the work of their hands." Here is a promise 
of long life; a man dying a hundred years old, will he 
coufited a child, and tlie general life of man will be 
equal to that of a tree, many uf which arc said to livea 
thouaand years. There cannot he the least probability, 
from such prophecies as these, that the Millennium wtU 
last hut one thousand yearsj even the age of one genera- 
tion. We are sure from the first text unoted that it will 
las^for many generailons. See also la. Ixvi. 22. and 
Dan. ii. 44. Psalm xlv. 16, 17. 

Dan. vii. 18, 27. *^ut the saints of the most high 
shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom forev- 
er, even fmever and ever." This is a description of the 
duri>tion of the Millennium; and the language does not 
relate to eternity in heaven, bat to the dominion of Christ 
in his church on earth, and who can venture to affirm or 
even siifTpose that the strong, and very expressive lan- 
gua^ in tbia text, forever, even forever and ever^ can 
only mean a thousand years. 

Psftlm Ixxii. *'Tkey shall fear thee as long as the sun 
and moon endureth, tbroaghout all generations. (5.) la 
bis days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of 
peaco so long as the moon endureth. (7.) His name shall 
eadure forever; his name shall be continued as long as 
the sun." (17,) Tiiis psalm is a prophetic prayer, and 
can he fiilfiUed only in the reign of Christ over bis 
church. And it points out the kingdom of the Messiah 
to he very extensive, even over all the kings and nations 
of the earth; (11.) and that he shall reign while the sub 
and moon endureth, and his 'name, that is> his glory, 
shall endure forever, add he continued as long as the 
sun. To give to Christ only one thousanil years, espe- 
cially to compare this time to Satan's reign, would never 
iustify such bold fie-Uratii-e language as we find in this 
exalted description uf the glorbus reigin of the Messiah. 

See also Psalm Istxxix. 4, 2», 36, 37. 

Ezek. xxjfVii. 24 — 28. '-Atid David my servant shall 
be kiBg over tkeoi, and they ekall biiv« one shepherd — 



Aad they sliall dwell \a t ivc given to 

Jacoh my servant — and t. Iiemii, evea 

tliyy, and their chiUlreu, n's children 

forever, and my servant C ■ prince for- 

ever. Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with 
them; it shall be an cv'rlasting covenant with them^ and 
I will set my sanctuary in the midst of them forevermore. 
And the heathen shall know that I the Lord do sanctify 
Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of thenr 
forevermore." Can all these ^reuers mean only a thou- 
sand years? David reigningfover them Corever, the cove- 
nant being everlasting;, they, and their children, and their 
children'a children, forecei% the sanctuary being in the 
midst of them^reuermore,— iloes all this poffl[)uus des- 
cription mean only a thousand yearg? We tliinl^ifiot; 
these strong emphatical vvordft, and phrase?, must meiiB 
a very long duration. If for&ver, and everlasting, and 
from generation to generation, they, their children, and 
their cliildren's children forever, mean no longer time 
than a thousand years, the Pope of Rome and the pa- 
gan and the Assyrian empires have had much longer 

forevers and generations, than Christ's kin^^C^m will 
have in all its glory on earth. See Micah iv.-S/?. 

Joel iii, 19, 20. '-Egypt Hhall be a de«olati*if>, and Edom 
shall be a desolate wilderness; — But Jndah shall dwell 
forever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation." 
The kingdom of Egypt existed upwards of two thousand 
years, and the Edumtte.^, with the exception of ^me 
years servitude, had been a nation for at least sejt^iteea 
hundred years, yet they at length came to ayyCnd; the 
Egyptians are under the dominion of the-Vurks; and the 
Edomites are totally lost, among the Jews and Arabians. 
■*'But Judah shall dwell forever, and Jerusalem from 
generation to generation." This prophecy speaks of the 
days of the iVIillennium. Although Judah and Israel 
}iave gone into captivity long since, and Jerusalem is 

' burned to ashes, yet Judah, either in a literal, or in a 
spiritual sense, will dwell forever, and Jerusalem shall 
dwell, or abide, from generation to generation. If this 
bold langnage does not mean a far longer time than a 
thousand years, the duration of Christ's kingdom oa 
earth will not be as glorious as that of Egypt or Edom. 
It wo'ild be very easv to multiply quotations; but from 
'le view of the prophecies wuich we ha.ve given^ we must^ 
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I think^ be clearly convinced that it wonld be very incon- 
clusive for us to determine the time of the Millennium to 
be but one thousand years, when there is such strong 
language used in the prophetic scriptures, to convince u6 
to the contrary. It is true we do not pretend to show 
from the Old Testament prophecies, the precise number 
of years which will be the duration of this happy time, 
but certainly the words and phrases used in these pro- 
phecies are enough to satisfy any honest inquiring mind 
that a great deal more is meant than the diminutive dura- 
tion of a thousand years. When we speak of the glory 
of Christ, we are not tb confine our ideas to the excellence 
of the gospel, the display of the divine perfections, or 
the great salvation conferred on guilty ruined sinners. 
Christ in his kingdom is indeed infinitely glorious in^ 
those points of view. But the scriptures are so far fiffiqi 
confining the glory of Christ to these things, howev«* im- 
pojAant thcfy are, that it is very evident from the texts^ 
tcyTvhich we have directed the attention of our readers, 
and from many other collateral scriptures, that the ora- 
cles of God have turned our special attention to the num- 
ber of converts in the kingdom of Christ, and to the 
extent of his kingdom, and also to the length or duration 
of his government. If Christ is glorious in exhibiting the 
perfections of the Deity, and in saving lost and miserable 
sinniers; let us not limit that glory to a few sinners; to 
a few countries; or to a few years; especially when the 
scriptures speak of nations being born in a day, of 
Abraham's spiritual seed being as the stars of heaven, 
and as the sand upon the sea shore, and of the converts 
of Christ as the drops of dew in the womb of the morn- 
ing. When the kingdom of Christ is spoken of as being 
forever, even forevermore, and from generation to genera- 
tion, and enduring like the sun and moon, and is stated 
to be everlasting, and without end, shall we presume to 
limit his glory to a less duration than the dominion of the 
Pope, the Dragon, or than many of the empires of the 
•world? or shall we presume to make the reign of Christ 
even shorter by five thousand years than the reign of Sa- 
tan himself? And when the scriptures speak of the ex- 
tent of the gospel as covering the whole earth, and of the 
ends of the earth seeing the salvation of God, shall we 
limit the gospel even to one sixth part of the globe and 
be obliged to acknowledge that upt quq twentieth par^. 
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oven of professors, have true religion? All this would 
certainly be making too free with the word of God. We 
therefore think it evident, that these prophecies which 
we have quoted, although they do not prove any definite 
time to be the duration of the Millennium, yet they do 
afford a very strong presumption that St. Jolin^s thousand 
years are to be understood in a mystical, and not in a 
literal sense. And if we are to construe thi» number 
mystically, as every circumstance seems to oblige us to 
do, then we are first to reduce the years to days as we 
have to do in the other prophetic numbers, and count 
each day for a year. On this plan of construction, which 
seems to be the only proper plan, we are favored in St. 
John^s statement with a definite account as to the exact 
duration of the Millennium^ to wit, 360 thousand years^ 

We are next to consider the prophetic style and lan- 
guage of the scriptures relative to times which were to 
take place previous to the Millennium, so that, by ytp^y 
of contrast, we may better understand the grand re^^- 
sentations given in the prophe<jies of the long diiration of 
the millennial glory. In Rev. xii. we have a de^criptiou 
of an extraordinary war in heaven, between Michael and 
the Dragon; the Dragon wag overcome and cdst out. 
This prophecy related to the time of Constantine, who 
put down paganism, and exalted the church to honor and 
dignity. Heaven means the church and the earth, and 
the sea means the wicked world, under the dominion of 
Satan. In verse 12, the church and all the members 
of it are called upon to rejoice. ^^Therefore rejoice ye 
heavens, and ye who dwell in them;'^ because Satan wag 
cast out of the church, and the worship of idols was put 
down. But ^^Woe to the inhabiters of the earth, and the 
sea, for the devil is come down unto you.^^ The power 
of Satan was confined to those parts of the country where 
paganism and idolatry still continued ^'having great wrath 
because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.^^ 

The time of the Millennium is never said to be a short 
time, but very long; the words and phrases used in pro- 
phecy to represent the duration of this time, as we have 
seen, are such as these, ^^forever, even forever and ever, 
forevermore, as long as the sun and moon endureth, from 
generation to generation, for many generations, the days 
of a tree,'' &c. These are strons; e^niohatical words in- 
deed. But in this prophecy of Satan's reign on earthy it 
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is said tliat the time is short. A little before this^ in the 
reign of Diocletian^ (Rev. vi. 9 — 11,) the souls of the 
martyrs under the altar, are represented as crying to God 
for vengeance on their bloody pe.^ecutors, "And it waa 
said unto them, that they shoul . / est yet a little seasof\^: ^^^^ 
until their fellow servants — taat should be killed as they 
were, should be fulfiUed.^^ 

Here, in these two passages, we have two statements 
of the same time with very little flference. In the one 
statement, it is called a short time; in the other it is 
called a little season. But this short time lasted from 
the days of Constantine the Great, from the year 323 
to the commencement of the Millennium, say 1848, which 
will be, on the shortest calculation, one thousand five 
hundred and twenty-five years. The little season will 
fee about twenty or thirty years longer from the time of 
Diocletian. Yet this short time^ (his little season^ is 
more than five hundred years longer than the time com- 
monly stated by divines for the Millennium. 

See also that admirable prophecy relative to the Gen- 
tiles, Is. liv. The church is represented as a married 
woman, but barren, like Sarah, till at last she becomes 
very fruitful, and her greatest progeny will be the acces- 
sion of the Gentiles. This was fulfilled in a small de- 
gree on the day of Pentecost, and in thfc days of the 
apostles; in a still greater degree in the time of Constan- 
tine; but it is to be fulfilled ultimately and gloriously du- 
ring the time of the Millenuium. During the long space 
of time from the fall of Adam to the fall of the Fo^^jbf 
Rome, the church is represented as a wife forsake^;iif 
her husband; left disconsolate, and to bear sham^ ^t^ 
reproach, and endure a kind of widowhood, (vcr. 4, 6J) . 
God, who is stated to be her 1 usband, and the God of 
the whole earth, (ver. 5,) is offenc^ed with litr on account 
of her shameful backslidings, although he did not for- 
sake her utterly; but he promised finally to wipe away 
her shame, and with everlastinfr kindness to have merry 
on her, and to gather her together in £:r^at mercy. For 
this purpose (ver. 2, 3,) he directs h^r to enlarge her 
tent, and stretch the curtains o^her habitation; to length- 
en the cords of her tent cloths, and make strong jmd 
la«5+y stakes to bind her cords f^st. so that she n^'jiht 
have roon^ for her nurreroi^s ofi'^^irinsr, Peraii»p. ^^For 
a small momentp^^ says he, "1 have forsaken thee; and 
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in a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; 
but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee.'' 
(ver. 7, 8.) Now this small moment^ and this little wrath 
for a moment lasted, counting from the fall to Christ, at 
least four thousand years. If then, four thousand years 
of desertion and widowhood is but a little moment, que^ 
ry, how long is the time of everlasting kindness? If a 
short time and a little season means 1500 years, and if 
a little momient means 4000 years, we must surely count 
everlasting, forever and ever^ from generation to gene* 
ration J while the sun and moon endure, to mean a very 
long duration indeed. These prophetic statements cer- 
taimy justify us in reducing ISt. John's thousand years 
into days, and counting a year for every day; and I know 
not how we can do otherwise, consistent with truth. Caa 
ive with any consistency compute the Millennium to last 
but one thousand years, when it is stated to last forever, 
even forever and ever, and from generation to generation, 
and when the age of men will be like the age of trees, 
and the glory of the church to endure while the sun and 
moon endure? and when a short time and a little season 
is €ve hundred years longer than a thousand years? and 
when a little moment is four thousand years,' and four 
times as long as the Millennium would be? 

We are therefore under the necessity, according to the 
scripture rule of reckoning prophetic time, to numoer the 
days in a thousand years, fnd so calculate 360 thousand 
years for the time of the millennial state. Otherwise we 
must counteract the scripture reckoning andtakethe lowest 
count to mean the longest time, and the longest count to 
mean the shortest time. Tbus the Millennium, which by 
the prophecy is represented by the bold idea of forever 
and ever, &c. must mean a little time; and the reign of 
8atan, which is represented by the diminutive idea of a 
little moment, and a short time, must mean a long 
duration. But nothing could be more contradictory to 
reason and common sense, than such a mode of calcula- 
tion, and nothing could more directly contradict the de- 
sign of the word of God. 

We will only add further, that if we reckon the thou« 
sand yeArs literally, we must of necessity give the pre- 
ference, in point of duration, to the wicked one. We 
know that Satan has reigned over the greater part of the 1 
^orld for nearly six thou^^aud years; and we are obliged J 
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to begin the glorious reign of Christ after Satan is honnd^ 
Then by giving Satan six thousand^ and Christ but one^ 
ure give to Satan six times as much glory as we give to 
Christ; and although Christ is not to be joined in com- 
parison with Satan, yet the scriptwes oblige ud to com* 
pare the duration of Christ's reiga^ with that of Satati^ 
and although we cannot bear the thought of Sataii^s be- 
ing superior to our Lord, in any thing whatever, yet this 
literal calculation of the thou^niid years cdmpeb us in 
point of numbers, and duration, to give six years to the 
old Serpent for every one we give to Christ our adorable 
Hedeemer. As for me, whik ev^r- the prophecies give 
me the clue they do for the mystical mode of calculating, 
and while ever 1 love the honor and gl«ry of my preciouif 
Saviour, I will give, to the reign of Satan six thousand 
y^ars; but I will give to the reign of Christ three hun- 
dred and sixty thousand years,, which will be sixty for 
obe in favor of the i^burch of Christ., 
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HOW WILL THE MILLENNIUM END? 

Three hundred and sixty, or sfxty-five, thousand years^ 
according to our calculation, will close the Millennium. 
The commencement will be gradual, atid no doubt the 
conclusion will be gradual also, yet both will be very ra- 
pid. First, Satan will be loosed out of his prison, af- 
ter having been bound during the long reign of Christ. 
He will now, for a short time, be set at liberty, and will 
be permitted to go out into all the earthy to deceive the 
nations. By Ms diabolical influence he will succeed ia 
drawing a great number of mankind off from the churck 
of Chriist, and engaging them iti bloody scenes of perse-* 
cution.' Thus the second resurrection will commence^ 
(Rev. XX. 6.) ^^But the rest of the dead lived not again^ 
until the thousand years are expired.^^ That is to say^ 
when the thousand years are expired the rest of the dead 
shall rise and live again. Not the bodies, but the sot^Is 
of the rest of the dead. John, in vision, first saw the 
souls of the martyrs rise, in the comrapucement of ♦he 
MiUeiiAiui« NoW| when the thoobaad years are expiredi,^ 
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the sotils of tiie persecutors, who had killed the martyrar^ 
and who had been killed by the sword of Christ, rose 
again. This resurrection means, that the spirit of per- 
secution will arise; the same old wicked, persecuting dis- 
position of paganism and popery will be stirred up, and 
^atan will instigate the wicked part of mankind to perse* 
cute the church. This second resurrection is a decisive 
proof of the glaring aibsurdity of the notion that the dead 
bodies of the saints will he raised, to live and reign with 
Christ on e^rth for a thousand years. They who are of 
this opinion, say that this second resurrection is that of 
the wicked, a,t the close of the Millennium;, and that 
when the wicked will be raised from the dead they will 
again persecute the church of Christ* . This theory in- 
volves an insurmountable difficulty. It supposes that 
when the saints are raised from the dead, they will be 
as liable to all the consequences of temptations from Sa- 
tan, and to all the trials and dangers from persecu<> 
tlon, as good men are exposed to in this life. This is a 
thing I never can believe till I see it. The scripture does 
not tell us so, and therefore we have no right either to 
say it, or believe it. Christ said to the Sadducees, (Luke 
XX. 35, 36.) *^They who shall be accounted worthy to 
obtain that world and the resurrection from the dead, nei- 
ther marry nor are given in marriage. Neither can they 
die any more, for they are equal to the angels, and are 
the children of God, being the children of the resurrec- 
tion.'^ This undoubtedly proves that after the resurrec- 
tion, they who are raised to life (for Christ is speaking 
of the resurrection of the righteous) are as the angels of 
God; they are raised tq enjoy i^n angelic siate. 

But it is a mistake that the saints in the Millennium 
cannot die, consequently it is a mistake that they are 
raised from the dead. The millennial inhabitants will 
enjoy a long life, it is true, but still they will die. See 
Is. Ixv. 20, and Zech. viii. 4, 5. The man whq will die 
a hundred years old will be accounted but a child. Old 
men there will be, but they will fill or finish their days. 
They may live till their daya are as the days of a tree^ 
yet still they will die. The circumstance of old men and 
old women walking the streets, each with a staff in his 
hand for very age, or for multitude of days (as it is ill 
the oris;inal,) shows decrepitude and a state of hovering 
v«r the grave) and the streets fall of boy si an&^itls^ 
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plainly shows a succession of chiVlren taking the place 
of their parents. And how often is the duration of this 
state described by many generations, and by children, 
and children's chU ren. So also the peace and h9,ppi< 
ness of this state is most elegantly described in Is. xi. 6— 
9^ by the little child's leading the wolf, the leopard, the 
calf, the lamb, and the young lion, and by the sucking 
child playing on the hole of the asp, and the weaned 
child sporting on the den of the cockatrice or adder. All 
these things plainly show that the people who will inha- 
bit- the earth in the days of the Millennium, will not be 
as the angels of God; but that they will be a mortal race, 
like we are now, and that one generation will succeed 
another. Therefore, it is abundantly evident, that the in- 
habitants of the New Jerusalem, the new heavens, and 
the new earth, or the millenary state, will not be mar- 
tyrs and saints raised literally from the dead; but men 
and women and children, like we are, only made glorious 
in religion. And it U also evident that Gog aud Magog 
will not be the wicked raised literally from their graves; 
but men, who, by the deceitful wiles of Sktan, will be 
deluded, and turned in opposition to Christ and the cause 
of the gospel, and who will possess the spirit of the old 
papal persecutors, and fight against the saints and the 
church of Christ. 

The second thing necessary to the close of the Millen- 
nium is, that the greater part of the generation then liv- 
ing mnst be of the non-elect number. In order to l)egin. 
and continue the Millennium, it will be necessary, as we 
have stated, not only that Satan be shut up in prison, 
but also that the generality, if not all, of the race of men 
then on earth, be of the elect numbrr. So also the close 
of this happy state will commence with a numerous genera- 
tion of the non^elect. Then, in the third place, the Lord 
Jeiras Christ will withhold the influences of his spirit from 
the iH)n- elect/ and leave them to the baleful influences of 
the wicked mie. These three things coming to pass, Satan 
let loose among the navltitode of the non-elect, who are de- 
serted of God, and left, or ghren up, to temptations, will 
soem produce all the horrid consieffiences described in 
the prophecy ©f St. John. 

Gog and Magog ve mystical names, borrowed from 
Kzek. xxxviii. and xxxix. which was an ancient pro- 
pheiJy, the fulfilment of which is probably yet in fu- 
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tore, and it may be that it relates to this very circum'^ 
stance; Magog was the son of Japheth, the oldest son of 
Noah; and it is supposed that the ancient Scythians, 
now called the Tartars, or Turks, are the descendants 
t}{ Magog. But to inquire who they will be, would be 
spending time for nothing. The Scythians, Tartars, or 
Turks, were very numerous, and were great enemies to 
the church, and to the civilized parts of the world; and 
whoever may be meant by the armies of Gog and Ma- 
gog, these mystical people will be the last enemies which 
the church will have to contend with; andi this is all we 
can or need say about Gog and Magog. 

This last unhappy generation of mankind will be de-* 
ceived by Satan, and will be induced to turn wicked op- 
posers of true religion. Old christians will gradually die 
away, and the church will consequently becoipe weak, 
and adulterated with errors, mingled with hypocrites, 
formalists, and sinners; and of course persecutions will 
arise, and Satan will appear to regain his empire over 
the greater part of the world. This in all probability 
will be the dismal and unhappy end of the glorious MiU 
lennium. It appears from the prophecy, that the churcb 
will very shortly be brought to a very low ebb, and the 
wicked will rise up in arms against ker^ and threatea 
her total destruction. This had not been a new thing to 
the church in days past; but it will be a new thing to them 
after having enjoyed such a long scene of peace, joy andl 
prosperity. It will also be very unexpected, except they 
reckon well from the prophecy of St. John. But Christ 
will bring his purposes to pass, according to his plan and 
•according as be has i^ated by his prophets. 

When the church, the holy city, the ne^ Jerusalem, 
ahall be environed by enemies on every band, and re- 
duced to imminent danger, and to appearance almost 
ready to be overwhelmned, God will appear for her de- 
liverance; and in some extraordinary manner, and by & 
fiudden and unexpected stroke of his vengeance, he will 
destroy the enemies of his people., and rescue his fallen 
church from impending ruin. The prophecy says that 
*^fire shall come down from Gt)d out of heaven, and de- 
vour his enemies.^' The scene will undoubtedly exhibit 
an awful display of the indignation of heaven against the 
armies of Satan. Perhips this scene may be the com- 
meacement of the last jadgment; at any rate the last 
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jadgment will shortly commence, and Christ will appear 
descending from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of God, and the dead ia 
Christ shall first rise, then they who are alive shall all he 
changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, and be* 
lievers shall be caught up together in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air. (1 Thess. iv. 16, 17, and 1 Cor. xv,. 
51, 52.) 

The apostle saw a great white throne, and him who 
sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heavens fled 
away, and there was found no place for them. He also 
saw the dead universally, small and great, without the 
exception of one, standing before Grod the Judge, who 
will be Jesus Christ, and he saw the books opened, and 
the dead judged according to their works. The devil 
was cast into the lake of fire with the beast and the false 
prophet, and whosoever was not found written in the book 
of life was cast into the lake of fire. 

Here then is a third resurrection, to wit, the general 
resurrection of the bodies of all, both saints and sinners^ 
at the last day. The first re»^urrection will be the souls 
of the martyrs, and saints rising, or the spirit of the wit- 
nesses of Jesus animating the church at the commence- 
ment of the Millennium. The second will be the resur- 
rection of the souls of the rest of the dead, to wit^ the 
temper and spirit of the persecutors of the church; which 
will take place at the end of the Millennium, when Sa- 
tan will stir up the persecuting spirit of Gos; and Magog, 
to encompass the camp of the saints, and the beloved ci- 
ty^ These two are both mystical resurrections. The 
third and last^ is a literal resurrection of the bodies, both 
of saints and sinners, at the last day. This will be one 
of the grandest displays of Almighty power and glorious 
majesty, that ever was exhibited in the world. Thi» 
will <;lose the whole plan of the gospel. It will be the 
4end of time, the end of the world, and the solemn and 
awful commencement of a never ending eternity, and 
blessed are they whose names shall be found written in 
<&e Lamb's boo^of life. 
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1 have now gone through what I proposed. I have^ 
like Elihu, shown my opinion; (Job xxxii. 17.) accord- 
ing to which the Millennium will be a glorious day of 
salvation to the poor unhappy race of Adam;, and Christ 
will get himself honor in fulfilling h s promises, in over- 
throwing the kingdom of Satan, bruising the Serpent^s 
head, and in saving innumerable multitudes of sinners. 
This glorious time will commence immediately after the 
dow;nfall of popery, which, according to our calculation, 
will take place about the jear of our Lord 1848, which 
will be twenty- one years from the present time, (1827.) 
According to our mode of reckoning. Saint John's 
prophetic years, reducing the years to days, and counting 
a year for every day, the Millennium will last three hun- 
dred and sixty thousand years; and this, I conceive, is 
the only way of calculating, for which we have any 
scriptural authority; an 1 there can be no dependence oa 
any other mode of reckoning, according to the style of 
the book of Revelations. And in the last place, the 
Millennium will end with a rapid gradation from good to 
bad, in consequence of the greater part of the children 
Tiorn in this little season being of the non-elect number, 
or of the seed of the Serpent. Satan will be let loose 
among them, and will deceive them, and lead vast multi- 
tudes into every kind of wickedness. Also, Christ will 
withdraw his divine influences from his church; the old 
standards of the church will die, and but few to take 
their place, as it is at this day, and persecution will even- 
tually arise, and the enemies of God will environ the 
camp of the saints, (the church.) Bvit God \^ II appear 
in flaming fire in the last judgment, and raii|e the dead, 
and call the whole world before hia. This will close 
the scene, and Christ will give up the kingdom to the 
Father, and God will be all in all. Amen and Amen. 

We will now take the liberty of making a few observa- 
tions, and so conclude. 

1. What majestic grandeur and dignity appear in the 
plan of God! His works are like himself, incomprehen- 
sible and glorious. The scheme of redemption is by far 
the noblest and most exalted of all the works of God. 
Tn his word, by a statement of facts, and by prophecies. 
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he has given a draft of his whole plan; and it is the duty, 
and the serious interest of the church to look into it an4 
try to understand wbat God intends to do in the world. 
It is not to be expected that we can he able to"^bow pre- 
cisely all the particular circumstances of fu.ture events; 
hut surely if God has been pleased to reVeal feis purposes 
to us, we can and we ought to know the general course 
he intends to pursue. Sobriety and modesty become us 
when we pretend to look into futurity, and we ought to 
have good prophetic ground for every opinion we adopt. 
Great injury has been done, especially on the subject of 
the Millennium, by men indulging their own whimsical 
fancies, and giving vent to a fruitful imagination. The 
church may rely on it as a truth, that future things can- 
not be known by idle dreams, and the dictates of human 
oracles; but only by a sedate and accurate attention to 
the true meaning of what the prophets of God have pre- 
dicted. Therefore, by an humble and honest attention 
to the prophetic parts of God^s word, and comparing one 
part with another, we may arrive to a competent know- 
ledge of what God will do for his church. God's word 
is truth, and may be relied on with the firmest confidence; 
if we only understand it rightly, and if we can come to 
the knowledge of what God has revealed, and think and 
act accordingly, our opinions, and our practice will be 
honorable to God and the gospel. But if we take the 
notions of men, or the inventions of our own hearts, or 
the sallies of our own imagination for our guide, we will 
soon run into theories of our own, which will injure our- 
selves, and may injure the church, and wound the ^jause 
of the gospel. 

2. The prophecies of the scriptures are of great con- 
sequence to mankind. They convince us of the being 
and perfections of God; of the truth of the holy scrip- 
tures, and of the reality of future things. We know 
and believe that no being can tell future events, but a 
heing possessed of injivite knowledge^ and of course 
must be infinite; and if infinite at all, he must be ivfivite 
in all things; such a being we call God. Here we find 
a being who has foretold thousands of future events, 
which have come to pass, and things which are coming 
to pass daily have been foretold a thousand years ago. 
This praves that there is, and must be, a God of perfxt 
knowledge, with whom all futurity is present. These 
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would be a pretty handsome and entertaining piece of 
amusement^ if my reader would take a trip over to Rome^ 
and see the old reverend Vicar, sitting very lordly in the 
chair of St. Peter; perhaps he might get the pleasure of 
kissing his toe. He might also see his court of cardinals 
with their red caps, riding on horses decked in scarlet* 
And while he is there he might take a tour over the tea 
horns of the heast, into which the vast empire of Rome 
Wf^s divided; some of them he would now find hating 
the whore. Then when his curiosity is satisfied, he 
might come back and tell us whether Paul and John have 
told us the truth or not, 

- Our Lord predicted the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
that the Jews should be slain with the sword, and that 
the remainder should be led away captives into all na* 
tions, and that Jerusalem should be trodden down of the 
Gentiles, and would continue so until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled. Josephus is a good witness of the 
ftilfilment of this prophecy, for he saw it done about for- 
ty 3'ears afterward. Aod let any man travel over the 
world, and he will find Jews wherever he would go, 
fulfilling this prophecy at this very day before our eyes. 
Moses prophesied these very things upwards of three 
thousand years ago; so did Isaiah and Jeremiah, and ma- 
ny of the prophets, and we see them fulfilled before our 
eyes. O, who would not fear the Lord and reverence 
his holy word! ^^Hath he -spoken, and shall he not do 
it? Hath he said it, and will he not bring it to pass?^' 

Therefore we must ^ee that we have two substantial 
arguments to assure us that God will fulfil his word, and 
that what he has'^ predicted he will unquestionably bring 
to pass; one is his own word of truth which we ought 
ever to depend upon; the other is, the many instances 
which he has already given, of his having punctually 
fulfilled both his promises and his threatenings. What 
has God predicted that he has not done, provided the 
tim<* is come? He has drowned the old world; he saved 
Noah; he has perfoi'med his promines to Abraham; he 
has given Canaan to his seefl; he has sent the inhahi- 
tants of Judea captiyes^ to Babylon; he has brought them 
back; he has destroyed Babylon, Ninevah, Tyre, &c.; 
he has sent the Messiah, the Jews have crucified him;: 
Jie has des^^royed Jerusalem, and scattered the Jews all 
bver the world; he has overturned th^ Persian empire, 
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iind the empire of the Greeks and the Romans. The 
Pope is reigning, the Saracens and Turks have overrun 
the eastern world, the church is in the wilderness, the 
witnesses are prophesying in sackcloth. The Arabians, 
the sons of Ishmael, are wild men to this day, their hand 
is against every man, and every man is against them; 
they live by plunder and rapine, and cannot be conquer- 
ed; and a thousand instances more might be stated. And 
what now can we say of the predictions which are not 
yet fulfilled? He has said the witnesses shall be slain, 
and lie dead for three years and a half, and we may be 
sure it will cOme to pass, and that before very long, if 
our calculation be right. He has said the Pope will con-^ 
tinue 1260 years; it must be so; he is reigning yet, and 
will reign till his prophetic t5me is out. He hns said the 
Pope will be destroyed when his time comes: we will 
find it so, and 1 hope before many years. He has said 
that Satan will be chained, and shut up for a thousand 
years; it will be so. He has said the Millennium shall 
come, when the kingdoms of this world will become 
the kingdom of God and of his Christ, when all the earth 
shall see his salvation; it will most certainly come to 
pass. Satan will be loosed, he will again deceive the 
nations, the church will again be in danger, but Christ 
will relieve her; and he will come to judgment, when all 
the dead will be raised, and all will be judged according 
to their works. God has said all these things, and not 
a jot or tittle of his word shall fail. 

4. God has given us a number of samples, which are 
certain emblems of the manner in which he will fulfil his 
predictions. Our Saviour gave the flood and the destruc- 
tion of Sodom as an emblem of the destruction of Jeru- 
salem. But we must remember that similies are not to 
be considered as always agreeing in all their parts, but 
only in some special circumstances. The destruction of 
Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, and the Babylonish cap- 
tivity, was a sample of its destruction by the Romans, 
and the final disperdoir of the Jews* The destruction 
of Babylon is, by the angel in the Revelations, made a 
sample of the destruction of Rome lOad the kingdom of 
popery. The destruction of Jerusalem is no doubt a si- 
milar figure of the downfall of Antrchrist. The acces- 
fiion of Constantine the Great may be considered as a 
sample of the Millennium^ when Satan was cast out of 



118 

Meaven, and Christianity was exalted to the throne of 
the Roman empire, and pagan worship and all idols were 
overturned, and tLe christian religion authorized by roy« 
nl authority all over the empire. The reformation may 
also be considered as a sample of the downfall of the 
Pope and the introduction of the Millennium. So also 
we may view the day of Pentecost and the success of the 
Ajiestles among the Geotiles. The slaughter of Huss and 
Jerome at the council of Constance, the massacre of the 
protestants in France, and the destruction of the Wal- 
denses in the valleys of Piedmont, &c. may be samples 
of the slaying of the witnesses. King David coming to 
the throne in spite of the persecution of Saul, and after 
his destruction, is evidently a type of Christ's accession 
tQ his millennary kingdom after the destruction of Anti- 
christ. See Ezek. xxxvii. 21—25, and Hosea iii. 5, 
These samples are not to be considered as agreeing in 
every circumstance; but they may be considered as elu^ 
cidating specimens to help us to comprehend son^ething 
of the manner m which God will fulfil his future prediq- 
tions. 

5. Perhaps the return of the Jews from the Babylon- 
ish captivity may be also a sample of the return of the 
dispersed of Israel from their scattered s^te, to th^ir 
own land. I have generally thought that these prophe- 
cies were to be understood in a mystical sense, and to 
mean their conversion to Christianity; but of late I have 
thought more seriously on the subject, and I find there 
ure many plausible arguments on both sides o^ the ques- 
tion; and upon the whole it is impossible for me to der 
cide upon this important question. Most commentators^ 
are for a literal construction, and it must be granted that ' 
a great many prophecies appear to give that idea. If the 
Jews^ return from Babylon be intended ia.4^ripture as %. 
similar case, as they are frequently put together by the 
prophets, it bears hard for a literal return. Also, if thji 
Jew« should literally return to Jerusalem, either wholly 
or in part, it would ind*e1 he,a*gWprising, und a most 
convincing circumstance, ft woilrl most effectually prove 
the truth of the biMe, ani of the christian religion. It 
would be such a 2;lori:>us de n >nstration of the po weir, 
providence, and the tr ith of friil, that it secyms a desira- 
ible object. ^ i the ot'ier han 1, it seens aW^st ^n in^- 
possible joase fur tkeiu siM to b& seaUn^tA. There wre^ ^f 
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compti^atioti, fbout ten millions of Jews in the worlds 
and it sef ms as if it m oatd be impossible for the land of 
Canaan, which is only 150 miles long and 80 broad, to 
hold such a number. Yet God can perform wonders. 
And even if they do literally go back, perhaps the trntfe 
of the matter will be that they will return as the Je\rs 
did from Babylon. Only a few ^of the Israelites, and 
not the half of the Jew? returned from Babylon; the rest 
•were scattered all over the world, and answered a very 
Valuable purpose when the apostles went among the hea- 
then, preaching the gospel. When Ptolemy Philadel- 
phus, king of Egypt, got the Jewish bible translated in- 
to Greek, copies of the Septuagent were circulated 
through the world, wherever the Jews were, and Jewish 
synagogues were erected in all the cities of Asia, Eu- 
rope and Africa, all in possession of the word of Ood. 
This was a great thing; and when the apostles went to 
the Gentiles, they, being Jews, M^ere admitted to preadi 
in their synagogues, which we find, from the Acts of 
the Apostles, they always did. This gave them a great 
advantage; for they preached to a people who believed 
the scriptures, and were acquainted with the word of 
Ood; thus they always converted some of the Jews first, 
aind formed a church, so that when they were cast out of 
the synagogues, the converted Jews went out also, and 
took their bibles with them. The apostles therefore had 
Ho difficulty in arguing from the pTcpbets, to prove Je- 
sus to be the Christ, because the Jews were all acquaint- 
ed with the prophets. This was a wise plan of God. 
Yet there were enough Ireturned to Jerusalem to rebuild 
the temple and tie city, and to constitute a body politic, 
and to fulfil the promise. 

Therefore, why may it not be so again, and the one 
return be a proper sample of the other? Thus the re- 
turn of the Jews may be both literal and spiritual; enough 
may return to prove the literal fulfilment of the predic- 
tion, «nd they mafy be converted to Christianity too; and 
those who may be unwIlHng, to go back, (as may be the 
case with the greatest numbei*,) will become christians 
where'they are; «o the prediction ii^ be amply fulfilled 
in both senses; and the city of Jerusalem, which has 
been long profaned by the Turks, and the worship of 
Mahomet, will again become a holy city of the lord, 
and the Jews will again possess Mount Zion, where 
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Iheir forefathers had crucified tht^/ir great Messiah. 
"Those Jews who may remain among the nations, may be 
very useful in the great work of reformation, when the 
Spirit of God is poured out upon them. The Jews are 
a religious people, worshippers of the true God; all they 
want, is to believe the gospel, to make them christians! 
God only knows how it will be; I do not pretend to give 
an opinion about it, for I have none. But this I can 
say, the prediction will be fulfilled in some glorious 
manner; and what a great thing it will be for God to 
shjw to the world that he remembers his ancient cove- 
nant with Abraham and his seed, although they have 
been long dispersed all over the world. 

6. God has his whole plan before him; he does not 
w^ork by random, nor yet by mere prescience, but ac- 
cording to his eternal council; every part, from the least 
to the greatest, is delineated before him, and not one jot 
or tittle can be neglected, defeated, or fall to the ground. 

• Those who deny the doctrine of election or predestina- 
tion, must surely have very low ideas of God's perfec- 
tions; they see but a little way into the plan of God, and 
they must surely vicvi^ the gospel on a very small scale. 
Known unto God are all his works, from the beginning, 
and he always works according to the counsel of his own 
"will to the praise of his glory. Acts xv. 18. Eph. i. 4 — 6. 

7. From the view that we have taken of the kingdom 
ef Christ from the prophecies of his word, and from 
the state of the world, and of the church, we plainly see 
that Christ has a great plan before him; and that he has 
done very little yet. He has suffered Satan to reign over 
the world, and still he has kept his little flock from being 
devoured by the enemy. He appears, (to speak in com- 
mon language, ) to have generally acted on the defensive; 
and we discover no general attack on the enemy, but on- 
ly little skirmishes; in short, there is nothing appears to 
have been done sinqe the fall, but making ample prepa- 
rations for a great and glorious work, and just making 
an introduction to the grand desi^ he has in yiew. Ex- 
cepting this, the great work of redemption is all before 
tis. The gospel \^k» just been following the few scatter- 
ing elect throu^ the world, picking up one here and an- 
other there, as they were found; and it is waiting for the 
happy time, when the elect of God, according to his infi- 
nite plan, shall be born into the world by thousands in 
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a day. Then we may lift up our riyes and behold the 
fields white, and ready for a glorious harvest. Then the 
Jubitee trumpet will sound from pole to pole, and the 
fetters of sin will give way, and the whole world will be 
emancipated and delivered from a state of darkness and 
brought into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
See Rom. viii. 18 — 23. 

8. But during the present state of things, it appears 
evident, that only a few will be saved. There will be 
barely enough saved to encourage the witnesses to go on 
in their labors, striving to bring sinners to a sense of their 
danger, and to persuade them to look to Christ for salva- 
tion. I often look at sinners, and I often think of them 
passing through the various scenes of life. Poor, mortal 
creatures, in danger of death every moment, and yet they 
are striving as if they were laying up treasure for an im- 
mortal existence in this world. Possessing immortal 
souls, and yet they are careless about their eternal welfare. 
Some are open, avowed, and violent enemies to Christ, 
and his cause; others are openly profane and wicked, 
making a mock both at sin and of religion; some are pests 

to society and to neighborhoods; others are entirely care- \ 
less about religion, and the concerns of their souls* 
Some are civil, honest citizens, decent and moral in their 
behaviour; some are sensible and learned, and good sup- 
ports both to the church and to their country; good ru- 
lers, and good subjects; yet they have no religion, and 
care nothing about it. Thous^ands live all their lives 
w'lhout complimenting religion e<*hn so far as to make a 
profession of their faith in Christ; contented and happy 
in the devil's kingdom, and even allowing the world to 
know that they have no portion in the kingdom of Christ. 
Ni ither are they ashamed, nor afraid, to be accounted 
sinners, and even belonging to the camp of old Beelze- 
bub; yet they think they are very wise. Surely Sataa 
is at the head of all this conduct. Sin and sinners are 
fio common, so numerous, and so bold, that it is counted 
nei her dangerous, nor scandalous to be a sinner. I sup- 
pose the devils in hell keep owb another in countenance, 
and this earth is become a bedlam, ftfed all its inhabitantg 
are btecome' demoniacs; and nothing is a51e to do sinners 
any good, but he who has power to cast out devils. Yet 
they all thwic they are very wise. 

9. How artful and cunning Satan is in maintaiuiog hie 
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9 

dominion in the hearts of toen, While ever a sinner 
lives easy anA car less about hi-i soul, ^'Let liifii go o i,^ 
s vys S itan, ^4ie is doing well enough; lei him slip alv>;>g 
till death overtake him, and then we will be as sure of 
hi ^ as if he had been ever so wicked.'' But if he gets 
di curbed in his mind, then every art is to be employed 
either to lull him to sleep again, or to lead him oft* froca 
the gospel. It is .surprising what curious arguments, and 
tr'fling excuses, and empty reasons, sinners make nse of, 
ti» indulge iind excuse themselves, while they, at the same 
time, are determined to live in sin. Taey are always 
quarrelling with reli5i;>n, religious people, the bible, 
election, or the terms of the gospel. It is both painiul 
^ a rl curiou-* to hear people talk about religion; yet they 
c>ii'e as much about it as an ass does about geoiB^tjCy, and 
th.»y know as much about it, as an oyster dcites*^ about. 
Euclid's Elements. Tet they think they ate ^ery.wise. 
They say the bible is too hard to be understood; religiaa 
is a difficult thing; the church is not pure enough; there 
are too many hypocrites among professors^ faith is some- 
times too e^s\> .and sometimes too hard; they want to »(^t 
freely; to believe or let it alone, just as they please. 80 
t\^y e;o on, just as if it was a jnatter of great conceru o 
1 1 era what the bible is, or religion, or the church, or any 
thing else that belongs to Grcd. Tell them someth ng 
ain)ut the world, and they can understand you; they kni>w^ 
what a good horse is, a good slave, a good tract of land, 
or a good trade, a good store, a good Lavern, or a good 
I. drink of grog. Some of the wicked are great adept la 

i the employ and business of Satin; that is their province; 

they know how to cheat, lie, swear, Sght, get drunk and 
break tumbl?rs, and glasses, and noses. They know 
how ^o back^>ite, slander, and make mischief; it is a grand 
\ tl^^^i?; ^® be a great bully, to he the terror of honest mea 

1 in ;he streets and court yards. It is gentleman like ^o 

ftj;»it duels, to levenge a petty insult. .King^ and Empe- 
r>rs have generally thought it great honor to depopulate 
c V.s, towns and coujit '^es, and to drench fields and plains 
w -'.: b ood, and to fill the world with terror and confu- 
s on; dnd tiie whole world seems bent on doing as much 
evil, anil as littlo good to mankinti, as possible, ^d 
yet they all think they are very wise. Ttius Satan de- 
ceive s hetray^, cheats and cajoles nankind out of *; heir 
liv^S; aud leads tiiem down to the regioas of eternal deatii. 
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10. Preachers of the ^pel, whola^orliiH, hoir^^^ly 
and anxiously fov the salvation of sinners, ofJen frt t, and 
tejse their minds, because of the little tii'ect of their la- 
bors among their hearers. They often wonder, arid 
sometimes repine, because their glorious Lord and mas- 
tc r does not convert siiintrs. But we need not \yomler, 
mr repine; our Lord and Blaster himself preacheil, and 
labored hard too, to very little pur; ose, as to the ccnver- 
sion of the Jpws. Eis great object wa^, not to convert 
the non elect, I u^ to fulfil his own divine pi rpose. Bo 
now, if ^^'e c«nnof c< n^r r' mrny sinners, we arefuliillirg 
the great scheme of rt demj tion, according to the plan of 
God, and that is of far greater com e(jUer:ce than to con- 
vert the non-elect. Let us rt member what Chriist slM 
to Judas and his band; although he could hi.ve t. d 
^' twelw legions of angels to defend fcitn; and aUhoi?i.L Le 
could have prostrated th'm by ^ word; yet he calc !y 
rt feigned himseli up to thtm, saying, *4 ut this is yt . r 
heur, and the power of darkness.^' ^o it is yet;.thi:^ if^ 
Siitan^s tlmej and \^e must let the poor eld 4^mned fgijI 
have it, seeing it is the \\ill o1 f x d to give it to him. 
( hrist^s time is not yet ccmc; but cur time is alwiiys 
r ad^; let us thenfore do cnrduty, and Christ will jiiifil 
his own purpose by our Inbcrj-, and that is eneegh fcr us. 
\^ e can convert a f < w of G'oiiN elect ones, hj the assis- 
tance of divine pcver,. anc' thrre art hut few- to be ccn- 
Vdted yet; and we can feed thrij^t's lamls, and she<>p; 
and wc can slow ^o the vorld, to angels, and de\ is, 
that of ourselves we can do liothing; all this fulfils lie 
plan of Christ, and, as I I rist §ai.d to his Father, (Is. 
xi^x. 5.) lil e shall h glorJows in the ejes of the Icrd, 
tl cugh Israel 1 e rot {rp.thued^ that is, ^^Thcugh Isirel 
be not gathcrcd^^at that ^ime; and ^*It is hot for i:t to 
know the times and Uie reasons, which the Lather Lath 
p! t in his own power.** 

11. I am not ffnd of useless alarms, nor is it ri^ht to 
predict ejil to the church of God, unless we do it hy the 
authority of Gcd. But tLe watchn.en en tie walls of 
2 ion must hear the wcrd at tfer mouth oi the I on!, ud 
give the people warning from l^m.^(L^ek. iii. 17. aid 
xxxiii. 1 — 7.) It 1 iinderf^tiJiid the jret^ctitn ri4;htlj in 
I'ev. xi. 7- 10. and in Pan. viii. 13. «nd ix, 2i — "^7. 
an'' I th'nk that I am not far wrong, t! ere is the t est 
distressing time coiriin^ Uj^ tu tLt ciiuicli thai she has e\er 
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yet experienced. We know that the church under the 
reigu of Diocletian^ and Galeriua, suffered to great ex- 
tremity; but it is to be feared that this persecirtion (which 
was the last before Constantine the Great ascended the 
tijrone) was butamere sample compared to whattbe church 
will have yet to suffer from the Pope of Rome^ at leasts the 
churches in Europe. (See Mosheim's Ch. Hist. Vol. i, 
p 313 — 318.) As this seems to be a prophetic sample 
of the last persecution before the Millennium^ I will 
stxte a few particulars of it. The first order from the 
Emperor was ^^To pull down the churches of the chris- 
tians, to burn all their books and writings, and to take 
f; om them all their civil rights and privileges.'^ Shortly 
after this edict, a fire broke out in the palace, and thou- 
sands of the christians suffered unjustly as the authors 
of the burning, and ^^were tormented in the most inhu-. 
man, and infamous manner.'' Another edict of the Em- 
peror ^^Ordered all the bishops and ministers of the 
church to be cast into prison." Immediately afterwards ^ 
^^a third edict was issued out, ordering, that all sorts of . J 
torments should be employed and the most insupportable ' 
punishments invented to force these venerable captives to 
renounce their profession, by sacrificing to the heathen 
gods. An immense number of persons distinguished for 
piety and learning became victims throughout the em- 
pire, A fourth edict was published, by which the ma- 
gistrates were ordered to force all christians without dis- 
tinction of rank or sex, to sacrifice to the gods. This 
edict had liked to prove fatal to the christian cause." 

History informs us that it is almost incredible to enu- 
merate the variety of suffering and torments the chris- 
tians had to endure. ^^They were scourged to death, 
had their flesh torn with pilicers, and mangled with 
broken pots, they were cast to lions, tygers, and other 
wild beasts, were burned, beheaded, crucified, thrown 
into the sea, torn to pieces by distorted boughs of trees, 
roasted by gentle fires, and holes made in thejr bodies for 
melted lead to be poured into ,thfiir bowels. They con- 
cluded that they had co^ipleted their work, and in an 
ancient inscription (nn a pillar) they tell the worW that 
they had desiebyed the name and superstition of. the 
christians, and Kad restored the worship of the gods." 
But shortly after this, Constantine came to the throne, 
'd put down paganism, and exalted the christiiui 
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religion to the highest pitoh of grandeur over the whole 
empire. 

St. John sa^s that the beai»t shall make war with the 
witnesses, and overcome them, and kill them, and their 
dead bodies shall lie in the streets of the great city for 
three days and an half, b^re they shall rise again. It 
is surely very evident that this means a dismal persecu- 
tion, which shall put down the church for three years 
and an half, after which the Millennium will commence, 
and the church will as it were rise from the dead, and 
live and reign a thousand prophetic years. If my calcu- 
lations from Daniel he correct, as I expect it is, the child 
that is now born will not be more than twenty years old 
until he will be an eye or e^^r witness to all these things. 
Blessed will he be, who will either die in Jesus, and for 
his cause, or who will live to be called to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb. But the fearful soul who. draws 
back and cannot stand persecution, will lose his crown, 
and God will have no pleasure in him. We are no 
better than thousands of other christians who hdve sacri- 
ficed their blood for the religion of Jesus; and although 
the church has enjoyed a long respite, y^t the time of 
persecution is not yet over. Some do hope, that because 
America is removed far distant from Rome, and also be- 
cause our happy constitjiition guarantees td us both civil 
and religious liberty, and because all our excellent laws 
forbid every thing like persecution, that we will escape, 
at least in a considerable degree, and live in peace, while 
Curope will be all in a flame. 

I confess I feel sometimes a fond hope for the happi- 
ness of my beloved country, for whose liberty I have, in 
my youth, exposed my blood. But God only knows 
how it will be. We are not far from a whole continent, 
large and powerful, which is full of those who worship 
the beast and his images, and who have his mark on their 
foreheads and in ^heir hands; and our cities and towns 
haye their^chapels and their votaries; and their members, 
and their chapels arejncreasing daily. Deism and infi- 
delity abound, and I havl n^jt yet forgotten what Mr^ 
Jefforson said in his Notes on ViegHiia. ^'J tremble for 
my country, when I know that God i#| just,'' and will 
Lear the cries of the oppressed, and avetige their cause. 
Upon the whole, we had better prepare for the worst, 
45ven if we do hope for the best. One tiling I know, 
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Si tan reigns in A.'ner!ca as well as every where Mse, 
an 1 there is not mucii good to be expected under his 
dominion. Ht» hates peace, and loves war, and bloody 
an 1 he can soon chinge lavv.^ and constitutions when and 
wh^re God per nits him; md he lutes the church and will 
distress her, if he can; and fro 1 only knows what may 
be permitted Jiira to do. But it is not worth while to 
huij our head-? li'ce a bulrush; we have the scene to go 
thran^h, those of us who will iive long enough, and let 
us gj through it like valliiut men, and like good soldiers 
for ohrist. D ^ath is hut a trifle for \ worm to meet with, 
in whatever form it miycone. And if we are interested 
in Christ he will lot desert us in the day of trial. Aa 
everlasting crown of celestial glory is worth dying for, 
ani thos:». who will prive faithful, will be sure to gain it. 
But oh, the wretch wh:> vv'll 3in:^h, and desert his colors! 
He will be mem ml miserable in this world, and meaa 
an'.l ulserablc forever. 

12. Reader, let m * ask w!i»di sid * you are on, Christ^s 
or •!iitaa's? If yo \ arc one of the redeemi>d of the Lord, 
yju irii a haopv nil. If you have seen and felt vour 
sia arl dan^»*r, an I hive ipolied to Christ, by a genuine 
surrender )f vo ir heart to hi a, a^ your onlv righteous- 
ness, and do lep vid .m hi n o ily for salvation; and if the 
S lirit of Christ is ^a i *tif/in ; yo ir soul; if yon hate sin, 
and repent of it, and deliglit in the ways of holiness; if 
you love Christ, his cause, his worship and ordinances, 
an I his peopl-^; only sayfr)m % conscious feeling of your 
heart, that it is so with you, and "he die is cast, the word 
U spoken ^^Thou ^halt be saved.'' O blessed words, 
sookeii by Christ through the apostle Paul to the jailor. 
Tiiese worls eisure salvation to every believer. You 
hive a happy lo% to be one of the few who constitute 
the little flock of Christ, and Sud the strait gate, is not a 
trifle. You have go*^^ vour soul for a prey, anil you have 
escaped all the dreadful oons«*quences of -the fall, notwith- 
standing all the cunning artifice of Satan. You have met 
with a good frien I indeed, and you ought never* to forget 
him. And see to it that y#u be faithful in the cause of 
your kind Redeemer, even to death, and he will gi^ you 
a crown of life, ilid reward vou for all yon do, or suffer, 
for his nam*^. If you are old, you may die in peace; 
but if vou are yomg, nerhaps vofi may 1y to heaven 'na 
fiery chariot. A cross, a gibbet, the wheel, or a burnmg 
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stal^e, is as gocc! a f lace to start from to fo lo Venveo as 
a fcatler Led; witli half a ci.ztii of friends A\ec|ing 
around you, and t\\o oi three |ihysicians drugging jcu 
to death. Your business is to love, and j^raise, and 
serve, and honor yoi«r Redeemer whether living or dying. 
18. But perhaps it is your unhappy case to belong to 
Satan's side of the question. ^Vhat! have you beeu so 
negligent, so careless, so wicked, and so cruel to your- 
self, as never to consider, or lay to heart your lost and 
ruined state? and have you never given yourself to Christ, 
and never to this good day, felt the power of religion in 
your heart? Can you, my friend, live contented and hap- 
py under the power and d jminion of sin? Does it not 
hurt your feelings to think of the miserable state you arc 
in? Are you not afraid of dying without religion? I 
am afraid of your chance. If you go on in this stupid 
and careless way, I would rather be your dog, than take 
your chance for heaven. I tell you, sir, your chance is 
bad. If you would believe in Christ, he would assured- 
ly save you, for he never will cast out one who will 
come to him; but I am afraid you will never come. IV a 
are too busy to come to Christ; you are perhaps makif g 
money too fast for the good of your soul. You have 
your family to support, your crop to tend, your cotton to 
pick out, your corn to plant and to pull, and your w heat 
to sow, and to reap; or perhaps you have a number <;f 
slaves under your care, and you Lave to direct then!^ 
drive them, whip them, and curse them. But, if y< u 
would gain the whole world and lose- your soul, wLat 
would it profit you? Poor soul, you are in the deviPs 
range, belonging to his kingdom and under his influence, 
and you think you are very wise. I once asked a mnn, 
who was a very rich, and a clever, respeclable man, if 
he belonged to any church; he answered ^'yc s, I b( h ' g 
t4> the big church.'' What, said I, to the devil's churoh? 
Yes. What a ^flfy it is that so many decent, sensille 
men, are ef^ntented to be all their lives the servant? o£ 
Satan. iJnhappy souls! tkey livi» in an unh^^ppy dt^y, 
when Satan reigns all over the w^rld, and ir. every d.y 
slaying his thousands; and very few wh| l-ve now. ai d 
very few who ever have lived s!nce tl e fvM of Adan^, 
have been, or will be saved. Almost all 'he worl'% 'o 
tl^*« day, an'l f ( r twentv vefrj= Irujrer, w^l^ be }o9^: tie 
conduct of the world shows it, and the bible. says so. it 
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is but here and there we find a man^ who shows himself 
a real christiau by his faith and practice. Mankind are 
almost universally careless^ thoughtless, or wicked. 
Now, careless reader, tell me, what chance have you for 
heaven? Indeed, and in truth, while you live as you do, 
there is a hundred chances for one for you to be lost; 
and you will unijuestionably be lost, if you continue 
under the influence of Satan. His object and sole inten- 
tion is to drag you to ruin, and he will do it too, if you 
do not take better care than you have done, or are likely 
to do; and yet you think you are very wise. 

Sinner, sinner, let me entreat you, for your own soul's 
sake, to consider, and lay to heart your unhappy condi- 
tion; it may soon be too late; and if you loiter much 
longer, it will be forever too late. Struggle, struggle 
hard, rather than die; break the fatal charm, disentangle 
yourself from the dismal snare; for if you listen much 
longer to Satan's dreams, you are gone — gone — yea, 
GONE FOREVER. O, then come to Jesus; as you love 
your own soul, come; as jou wish to escape eternal 
misery, and as you wish to be happy in heaven to all 
eternity, come to Jesus. If you feel any motions in your 
heart, yield in a moment; perhaps it may be the only 
ciian e you may ever have; therefore embrace it, and 
come just a$ you are, and fix afterwards; make no apolo- 
gies, and wait for no ceremonies, and you will be num- 
bered among the happy few, who will be rescued from 
the dominion of Satan and made an heir of eternal glory, 
14. In the next place, we congratulate the church oa 
the happy prospect of a glorious time which is yet before 
her. Let her wait with patience a little longer, and let 
her put on strength and courage to bear but one conflict 
more, and then her glorious Pedeemer will come, with 
all the ensigns of royalty, and claim his dominion over 
the whole world. The church, through persecution and 
death, may lose thousands of her chmllen here below, 
but she herself can never be lost; she may l*fr» called to 
fight, and to fight hard, but^rfte is sure of vicAry, and 
when the final contest isrover, the day is her own. ^ My 
christian br?>threp» let me press you to turn your attedtioa 
to these things. Our Saviour is not asleep; but he' is 
about to shake 4oth heaven and earth, that he may estab- 
lish his churoh firever, notw'thstanrling the opp^^iti jh. 
^ all her enemies* Bead Hei^. xxi, and see what a 
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happy state the church will be in when the Millennitiin 
takes place. I know that the most of oui commentators 
say that this New Jerusalem is a representation of the 
heavenly state. I have examined their arguments on the 
subject, and they appear to me as light as wind; and I 
am fully confirmed in the opinion that this passage is 
designed, as a lively figurative description of the glory 
of the church, during her Millenniel state. But this is 
not the place to argue this point; and I must refer the 
reader to my Lectures on this passage^ (ver. 1.) It is a 
new state of things, and the former circumstances which 
attended the church are passed away. There will be 
no more sea. The sea is an emblem of sorrow, trouble, 
and commotion; but the church will be free from all such 
things, (ver. 3.) Jesus Christ will dwell among his 
people in a very special manner witfi his spiritual pre- 
sence, (4.) ^^God will wipe away all tears from their 
eyes.^' Tears are expressions of grief, and sorrow. 
The church has, under the reign o^ Satan, been well 
acquainted with weeping; but now all cause of sorrow 
will be done away and there will be nothing but joy and 
gladness. "And there shall be no more death. ^' The 
word death is often used in scripture as a strong figure 
to tnean deep destress, and affliction. See Matt, xxvi* 
38. 2 Cor, iv. 11, 12. The church has all along been 
exposed to a thousand deaths by the bloody hands of 
persecutors, but now they shall no more experience the 
axe, the cross, the gibbet, or any more terrible execu- 
tions by persecutors. ^^Neither sorrow nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain.^^ These are high 
figures to represent the happy, peaceable, safe and com- 
fortable state of the church, being delivered from every 
thing that would give pain, anxiety or any kind of dis- 
tress. 

Such is the happy state which lies before the church, 
and I heartily,,-G^ngratulate her on the blessed prospect. 
Indeed yfe mHy say, in the words of St. Paul, for we 
can say nothing better, {i Cor. i. 9.) "Fye hath not seen 
nor ear heard, neither h&Ve the thiDcrs entered into the 
heart of man^ which God hath prepared for them who 
lore him.^' -^ 

15. In the last place, we conclude th^ glorious subject 
of the Millennium, by taking a general iiew of the state- 
ment we have ^ven; and by drawing a fair^ ratiooal; and 
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decisive contusion, relative to the €fffect which th^ gospel 
\vi11^ and must unquestionably have^ as to the general 
salvation of the human race. In order to draw a fair^ and 
a decided conclusion on this ver^ interesting subject, let 
tis first lay down oUr premises on a fkir, and soMd ground^ 
that may be depended on. In the first ptace^ the 
promises of the covenant, on which the gospel is fouhdedy 
engages the salvation of the whole fallen race of Adam^ 
excepting only a few* This appears evident from the 
view which we have taken of some of the radical pro* 
mises stated in this treatise. It is as evident^s langttiige 
can make it, that Christ is engaged to bruise the Ber* 
pent's head; that he will be a blessing to all the families 
and nations of the earth; that he will draw all niem unto 
him; that he will destroy the works of the devil; that he 
came not to condemn the world, but to save the worli^ 
that he will have all men to be saved, and come to the 
knowledge of the truth; that as judgment caine upon aH 
Bien to condemnation, by the offence of one man, so by 
tiie righteousness of one^ justification shall come upoft 
all men as a gracious gift. Christ tasted death for every 
man; he is the Saviour of all men; he gave himself $, 
ransom for all men; and he is the propitiation for the 
sins of the whole world. Many such texts we find ih 
the infallible word of God. 

The question now is^ how are we to Understand stick 
texts as these? There is but two meanings that can be 
given them, accordfing to truth, and according to the $om- 
mon s^nse of language; we must understand them either 
liniversaliy, or generally, for the language gives us only 
one or the other of these two ideas^ according tocommcm 
tise. But we cannot understand them Universally, be- 
cause other scriptures, and positive facts, would contra* 
diet us. We see that many remain wicked enemies td 
lie gospel, and to all religion; and Christ sAys expressly, 
iHiat all unbelievers shall be damned, ^nd that the goats 
on the left hand shall go away into everl)istii|g punish^ 
iment; therefore, we afe confined to tfce generaViense of 
the words, viz. that mankind will be generally sav^ 
and^ as we have said, these texts are to be considered as 
general rules, to «rhich there may be, and generally Wttp 
some exception^ 

HThe next quc^stion is, What number can we admit as 
exec^tioas to these general rules? We answer; the nam* 
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ber must be^^oo small^ compared to the number saved^ to 
require itv.<ii be mentioned. If the number lost, were 
^qual, or even half equal to the number saved^ it should 
luive b^en stated; because^ oiherwibe, a general rule 
woulf give us a false idea, according to common use in 
language. But^ to say, that all are saved, when there 
is & vast multitude saved^ aad but a very few lost^ is 
Biithing but a common mode of speech, because the few 
. y^bo are lost are but nothing when compared to the mul- 
viUtude saved. , But we have it stated in Gen. iii. 15, in 
/ isuch language as necessarily gives us the idea of the 
„ generality of m^auhind being saved, and very few lost; 
^ and, ^s I have already stated, this being the original 
« engagement, this exception must be (tarried on through 
all the other prom^se^, which are founded on it, as the 
basis of the whole system. We ought, therefore, to 
consider and understand this original engagement well, 
ai^ it is the grand foundation of all the rest. Christ is 
to bruise Satan's head, and his own heel is to be bruised; 
therefore, as a bruise of the head, is to a bruise on the 
beel, so will the number saved be to the number lost. 
Satan's kingdom in this world is to be overturned; but 
Christ's kingdom over him, is only to sustain a slight 
bruise on the heel. Thus we see that Satan's seed will 
be only a small remnant of mankind; but Christ will re- 
deem all the r^st; and the number saved will be so great 
and the number lost so sm^ll, that the language of scrip- 
turf) is justifiable, according to common speech, when it 
speaks of all the fatioilies of the earth, all men, the whole 
world, &c. being saved. This is unquestionably the 
way we ought to construe the scriptures; neither can we. 
make the account of the bible agree with itself or wifJi 
tnith on any other principles. 

We are next to remember, that the only objection whicl^ 
Can be brought forward against this plan^ is relative to. 
Christ's flocl^Jlteing a little flock, and there being butlew 
that willKbe savM; this objection^ we hope, is sat|lifacte« 
irily affii wered. For if Christ meant that there would be 
but a)iew saved, accordflig to the whole plan of the gos- 
p4, it would, in a pointed manner, contradict all the 
ll^ts which we have quoted nhovtf^A a thousand more 
Which might easily be quoted; and it v^ould frustrate bis 
wbqle plan which he has revealed in bis word, and invert 
the nystem whicti he wiginally proposed to Ad^vOi; to 
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Abrakam, and to the christian church, ti^ only a little 
flock^ and a few will ever be saved^ how wl^* the 8err 
pent^s head be bruised? Would not Abraham^s^ed be a 
curse instead of a blessing to the families of the earth? 
The gospel would undoubtedly be the greatest curl^ that 
Gt>d has ever sent into the worlds unless it saves"' the 
world. It will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomd?- 
rah in the day of judgment than for those who hear tlti^ 
gospel, unless the gospel saves them. Christ has proV^ 
mised to send the gospel to all the kindreds, nations and 
languages of the earth, and to call upqn the ends of the 
earth to look unto him and be saved. What will he dq 
it for, except he intends to save them? Is it to gather in 
a few scattering travellers in the narrow way, and collect 
a little flock out of the world, and by the offers of his 
grace, to cause the greatest number of mankind to go 
down to perdition with ten fold greater vengeance, than 
they would, had he let them alone? And yet he has said 
that he came not to condemn the world, but to save the 
wDrld! What is the reason that the gospel does not now 
spread over the world? Perhaps you say, it is because oif 
the hardness of men's hearts that hinder them from re*^ 
ceiving it. But thousands and millions of people never 
had the chance of receiving it, because it was never sent 
to ihem. The gospel, with the grace of God, could sof^ 
ten men^s hearts; the bloody Jews were as hardened as 
any set of men in the world, yet three thousand of them, 
on the day of pentecost, were soon softened down under 
the gospel. But the true reason is, that God, out of 
mercy, compassion, and benevolence to the heathen, keeps 
the gospel from them. If they were of his elect number, 
he would soon send it to them; but while he has no in* 
tention to save them, he will, through mercy, keep them 
in a state of heathenism; because he does not wish to 
a^ravate their condemnation. The gospel always fol- 
lo\Vs the elect; wherever they are, the gAspel is sent to 
save them. And when the glorious time wm cAie when 
^the rac6 of man will be all of the elect number)| then, 
and not till then, the gospel \yflf be spread all over the 
"world. - ' ^ 

Therefore, it is ^undent, that the only reason why illb 
flock of Christ is^ little flock, and that few are saved, 
is because during-the reign of Satan, Christ has but few 
io wve; there ate but f^w of those born into the worlA 
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^ho ai*^ given to him by his Father, and he speaks of 
this tiSie, and we ought to nnderftland him so; and so it 
"will c>ontinue to be duriftg the appointed time of Satan's 
> dominion on earth. Satan reigns only over his seed, and 
wffijL^ vever his seed is born into the world he will be per- 
'Hji to reign, Christ has a few among them, and there- 
3re ms flock is small. He has no business, as a Saviour, 
/with Satan's number. But when the number left to Sa- 
il / tan is done, and Christ's seed will come into the worlds 
\ / then Satan will have no business here, and he will be 
- > shut up in his prison, and Christ will take the govern* 
; ment. Then let the prophets say, let reason say, yea let 
fc Christ himself say, whether his flock will be small or not, 
and whether his people will be few. Christ says he will 
^ draw all men unto him. Paul says, he will be the Sa- 

I viour of all men. John say's, that he will be the propi- 

tiation for the sins of the whole world. Peter says, he 
^ id not willing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance. Moses says, that he will bless all 
the families of the earth. David says, that his kingdom 
shall be from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of 
the earth. Isaiah says, the whole earth shall see his 
salvation. Jeremiah says, that all shall know him from 
the least unto the greatest. Daniel says, that he shall 
have a kingdom and glory and domin? ~^ and that all 
people, and nations, and languages, » ..il swerve him. 
Malachi says, that bis name shall be great among the 
heathen, from the rising of the sun to the going down of 
the same. And now let reason say whether the flock of 
Christ will be a little flock, or whether there be few who 
will find the narrow way, or etiter in at the strait gate. 
Surely they must have very contracted views of the plan 
of Gt)d, who limit salvation to a small number of the hu- 
man race. « 

On these premises, which the author of this work con- 
siders as undjpmble, and fully decisive, we are obliged, 
on the^lkist and most solid grounds, to conclude, that 
by far|rae greatei^t part of mankind will be saved, and 
tha^ Mmparatively, verj^few will be lost% I have not 
adi^ted the puerile, and irrelevant schemes of some who 
ci6nt upon the great number of innMjfit, dying infants, 
as they call them, nor yet upon the gi-^-t number of poor, 
pious heathen, who, as some suppose, are saved without 
the gospel^ in consequence of their doing as well as they 
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know how; peither have I calculated upon the Wt^^b^i^ erf. 
civile honesty moral oiqii, who seem to call for oure^Arity ; 
nor on the numbers wuo^ on a deatli bed, are serioui^ ^nd 
may^ for what we know, repent and believe in C9;j^i8t« 
No; had I no better grounds to go upon^ than suc^&s 
these^ I would drop my pen, and give up the worl^|«o 
Satan at once^ and content myself with a little flock b$r 
deed, as Christ did during Satan's reign, and never trouX 
ble the world with idle whims, and empty castles floating; \ 
in the air. But I have taken solid ground; I have taken "^ 
for my data what Christ himself bas said on the subject^, 
and what his prophets antl apostles have said; calculat- 
ing that they have said what is true, and not a mere fable; 
and upon this ground I have, I think, fairly and honestly 
drawn my conclusions, and if I understand these scrip- 
tures correctly, as I hope and believe I do, my conclu-? 
sions are firm and unshaken, and will stand the test of 
time, which tries all opinions; and my conclusioi^ are^ 
the following: 

1. Christ's flock is a little flock, and has been so since 
the fall, and will be so till the Millennium coqimences. 
During the reign of Satan, there will be but few of maav 
kind saved, and the great majority will be lost. Christy 
according to his plan, has seen flt to begin the world 
under the reign of terror; no doubt to let mankind see 
and feel the dreadful consequences of the fall, and be 
convinced that it requires the almighty energy of divine 
^ace to recover a lost world from a state of ruin, and 
no doubt but the damned in hell will be a testimony ta 
the redeemed in heaven, of the infinite greatness of their 
salvation, and the glory of their Redeemer, which will 
increase their happiness, and fill their mouths with songs 
of praise to all eternity. 

2. But notwithstanding the great number.that will be 
lost, and the few that will be saved, under the present 
state of things, yet, upon a general calculation of the 
whole race of Adam, there will be but Tew Imfl^ and the 
great majority of mankind will hfi. saved. PreiJ^nt cir- 
cumstances of the church, andrthe circumstances in which 
the (^urch has always been, look very unlike it; fi^t I 
apprehend the gefieral sense of tae scripture tells us ft>. 
We are to reme^er that time is only beginning, and there 
is time enough yet in the world, and room enough in the 
councils of heaven, for Christ to honor his name, his 
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got -v^l, and bis churcTi, in bringing many, yea a great 
' #ifiltitude of sons and daughters to glory, (see Heb. ii. 

^i — 10) and to be a general blessing to all tbe nations and 
/ families of the earth; and for Abraham's spiritnal seed 
to be as mimerotis as tbe stars in the regions of heaven, 
and as tbe very dust Uiat conpose Uits terrestrial glflbe. | 
Our immortal Washington, during the revolutiflnifH/ 
war, lost many tbousands of bis brave men,/flfnting 
for tbe liberties of bis country; but now we ciount tbe 
fiftietb year of American Independence, and outnumbers 
have increased to ten millions of free citizens; enjoying 
all the blessings of civil and religious liberty^nd atthoagh 
■we remember with high respect, and grafflfcl attention, 
those who have sacriiired their lives for tbe glorious 
cause; yet when we count our numbers they are never 
remembered or noted in tbe statements of our extensive 
population. Thus the incalculable populatton of tbe 
■world, under tbe peacefnl and happy rfeign of our glori- . 
oBs Immanuel will be bo great, that all the mimbers who 
are lost and which appear to us now so great, will be for- 
gotten as not worth a thought: and the whole race of 
Adam will be saved, except a trifling insignificant rem- 
nant, whom tbe bible hardly ever recognizes, nor even 
menUons when 8pflp,king of the glory of the happy king- 
dom of Christ. 

3. To make the kingdom of Christ overbalance the 
kingdom of Satan, so for, as to make tbe nnmber >vho 
■will be lost, appear so small, comparatively, as not to be 
worth noticing, it will not only be necessary for him to 
extend his kingdom over the wbolt? world, but he must 
also reign a long time. It will require some time for chil- 
dren enough to be bom in the world, to ecjual the whole 
number which are bom unt^er the re!gn of Satan, and it 
will take a much longer time f 
in numbers, as to make it iinni 
ber lost, as an Mn^ption to a gi 
stance is afih^ditional demons 
cnlftte thB thousand yca*« of tl 
tical number, and I think we 1 
we h^e no scriptural authority 
as it^ould be an evident infrac 
of 6t. John's Calculations. 

Thereforey we conclude, anc 
and scriptural grounds; that not 
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w bers who have heftn Idst since the fail of Adam^ tlttire 
WiU such vast multitudes be saved, durin:; the long, a»d 
glorious time of the Millennium, that all who will bt.', 
lost of ihe human race, will be as the drop of the bucket/ 
or as the small dust' of the balance, when compared to v 
^ ..JK the^nnumeraltle njuUitiicles who will be made partakers 
^ Af'lke benefits of salvation. The prospect of such happy 
effccw^f the gospel on the poor fallen race of man, and 
the assu'^nce of such infinite honor and glory as Christ 
will acqwre by the victories of his cross, and the hope of 
such a glorious victory as the church will gain over the 
kingdom of darkness, are enough to fill our hearts with 
gladness and rejoicing. And although the church seems 
to be tired out with the long reign of Satan, and almost 
borne down and worn out with scenes of distress and em- 
barrassment; and although she has one more dismal scene 
of persecatioo bef jre her; yet she has every encourage- 
ment to hope for a happy issue in the end, and a glorious 
reward for all lier travail. Her Lord has supported lieF 
all along, and he will support her to the end, and crowa 
her with victory in the issue of her warfare. 

''He who testifieth these things, saith, Surely I come 
quickly." Let the church, now advanced almost to 
the eve of victory, reply, with hppe, courage, and 
comfort, "Amen. Even so come Lord Jesus." And 
the author of this treatise, with humble conSdence prays, 
'The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

4.MEN." 
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